December, 2014

The President’s Pen

President, Loribeth Clark

The holidays are upon us, and there are so many things going on!
For the Club and for many people in the community, our annual
“Gingerbread” event kicks off the holiday season. This is an event that touches so
many, young and old, and it’s something that puts in direct touch with the
community. This year was no different. Memories were made in our Club with the
help of frosting and graham crackers. I think it’s wonderful that our Club is a part
of the traditions of so many families.
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But now that “Gingerbread” is past for this year, there are still a lot of
events coming up. We have the “Artisan Market” on November 29 th, which is a
great event for picking up some extra special gifts. On December 8 th, you don’t
want to miss the “Holiday by Candlelight” event. The tables at that event are so
beautiful, and everything is so elegant looking. Then finally there is the “Lifestyles
Christmas Party” at the Lake House on December 18th. Look for more information
about these events inside this Newsletter.
You might have noticed in your Yearbook that this year we’re having a
Christmas Luncheon instead of a Tea. You might be wondering why. Well, we
have some special things happening. The Club is going to be presented with a
new U.S. Flag that flew over our State Capital. There will be guests from the
Community Foundation for Muskegon County. Plus, there will be members from
the Women’s City Club of Grand Rapids. So we wanted to do something a little
different this year. Since it is a Luncheon, you’ll want to make sure you arrive at
Noon so you don’t miss anything.
Of course, even though the Club has all these things going on, we mustn’t
forget that the holidays are a special season for a reason. I hope that all of you have
beautiful holiday, filled with happiness and love.
Buon Natale!
Loribeth
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Upcoming Events
December
2 Book Talk
7PM
3 General Club Christmas Luncheon 12N
6 Christmas Tour
TBA
7 Holiday Evening Set-up
5:30 PM
8 Holiday Evening by Candlelight 7:00PM
17 BOD Meeting
12 N
18 LifeStyles Christmas Party
6 PM
23 Newsletter Deadline
5 PM
January
6 Book Talk
7 PM
7 Winter Club Pride Day
9 AM-3 PM
8 Soups On Along the Lakeshore 5:30PM
16 Dance the Night Away
7—11 PM
21 BOD Meeting
12 N
23 Newsletter Deadline
5 PM

2014/2015 Board of Directors

Loribeth Clark, President
Lindy Olechnowicz,
Immediate Past President

Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Barbara Scott, Member at Large
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair
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We currently have 84 members. The committee consisting of Lindy, Karin Carlson, and Barbara
Scott will be hosting a new member reception after the first of the year. Meanwhile don’t forget to
tell your friends about the club and invite them to check us out on line and in person!

Membership Growth
- 100
- 90
- 80

December Office Hours You will be able to access the club
during the following times:
December
3 11AM-2 PM
6 12-3 PM
7 5–8 PM
8 5-9 PM
17 12-2 PM

Luncheon Chairs for 2014-2015
December—BOD—Sharon Beck
February—Communications—Nancy Bierenga
March—Historian—Karin Carlson
April—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga
May—House and Grounds—Dorothy Brink
June—BOD—Barbara Scott

Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen

We received a note from Diane Musk of the Baby Pantry letting us know that all the baby items
donated and the $75 collection for October impacted 608 children. That is wonderful. Thank you.
In November I took nearly 25 bags of food to the Rescue Mission and another $191.00 was mailed
to them due to your generosity. I cannot thank you all enough.
For December our collection will be for the Sanctuary at the Park nursing home. Items needed
include the following:
Small bags of chips (any kind)
Small cans of soda pop (7.5-8oz cans)
Candy, gum, individual packages of cookies
Large print Word Find, puzzle, and paper back books
Mardi Gras beads, costume jewelry
Small stuffed animals, ornaments, and figurines
Lotions, cologne, mirrors, and Greeting Cards
Please do NOT wrap as the staff at the home will package items for the patients. Thank you.
Monthly donations for the upcoming year go to:
December
Gifts for Nursing Home Residents
February
Meals on Wheels
March
Pound Buddies

April
May
June

Mission for Area People Meds/
Books for Babies
Every Woman’s Place
Sacred Suds

Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

1949
Yet another successful decade drew to a close for the ladies of Muskegon Woman’s Club
~ the organization itself had survived nearly 60 years while other clubs had come and gone,
and their beautiful clubhouse had graced the corner of Webster Avenue and Second Street
for 47 years as a beacon of light in the life of the community.
The focus of that last year of the decade seems to have been renovation. While the ladies
were actively involved in the club, its departments, and the community, significant repairs and
renovations were being made to the Cottage, the small building directly behind the clubhouse on
Second Street. Over the years, the Cottage had housed a thrift shop run by the club, a hat maker,
and various doctors. Unfortunately that year a renter had vacated the premises at the end of his
lease ‘leaving it in absolutely deplorable condition’ requiring extensive work to make it habitable
and rentable once more. Hence, a new oil burner was installed in the existing furnace along with
a hundred gallon storage tank and a new hot water heater. All of the interior rooms received a
fresh coat of paint, and all of the floors were either refinished or recovered with linoleum.
Fortunately, local companies stepped in with offers of assistance ~ Bishop Furniture reupholstered
all of the furniture gratis and Clark Floor Machine refinished all of the floors at no cost. Upon
completion of the renovations, the ladies of the club promptly raised the rental rate from $65 to
$85 for the new occupant of the Cottage.
Interestingly, the clubhouse was also the beneficiary of a much-needed gift when theater
owner, Paul Schlossman, donated new ballroom light fixtures. Now, 65 years later our clubhouse
has once again been the beneficiary of another generous gift of much needed ballroom light
fixtures due to the generosity of Mrs. Ann Eklund. Truly, we are blessed!
One final note of interest ~ 1949 was also the year that a special group came to fruition
when Mrs. Margaret Elliott, a member of the Literature and Drama Department organized the
Poetry Association under the auspices of the Literature and Drama Department. The association
was affiliated with The Poetry Association of America, and many members had their original works
published in its magazine, The Peninsula Post.
In closing, it has been such a joy to share the rich history of our beloved club with you.
The more I learn about GMWC, the more I have come to realize that we are here in this time
and place as ‘caretakers’ of this historic organization, and it is our mission to care for the club and
pass it on to those who come after us as those who have come before have done for
us.
Wishing each of you a beautiful Christmas and blessing-filled New Year!

Manners and Morals Taken from the book by Wayne Erbson
Manners Eating Soup
Never blow your soup if it is too hot, but wait until it cools. Never raise your
plate to your lips, but eat with your spoon.
(1875)
Only to gentlemen possessed of a luxuriant mustache is it permitted to take soup from the point
of the spoon, always providing they can do so skillfully and without an awkward use of the arm. (1898)
I have seen men who eat soup or chewed their food, in so noisy a manner as to be heard from one
end of the table to the other; fill their mouths so full of food that they threaten suffocation or choking; use
their own knife for the butter and salt; put fingers in the sugar bowl, and commit other faults quite as
monstrous, yet seem to be perfectly unconscious that they were doing anything to attract attention
(1875)
I beg you will not make that odious noise in drinking your soup. It is louder than a dog lapping
water. (1875)
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

We are scheduled to have a Christmas gathering on December 18 at The Lake
House at 6PM. We will do a gift exchange. All club members are invited to join us. RSVP
due to me by December 15.
Soups on Along the Lakeshore Soup Supper and Bowl Painting is January 8 at
5:30PM. Put that on your calendar!

Next Gotta Get-Away May 2, 2014
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This trip will be by bus to Charlton Park, MI. It is a turn-of
-the-century (1899-1900) village that is restored and gathered
together in a large park. We will have a guided tour of the village. Lunch will be a picnic (boxed lunches) under the shelter.
Details will be provided as they develop.

Wine Divas Uncorked
The date is Friday, June 12, 2015. Tickets will be available in April, so reservations
are due by March 31. Details as they develop.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the
book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced.
December 2nd—The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
January 6—Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides
February 3—Me Before You by JoJo Moyes

Book Review
Beach Music by Pat Conroy
We rated this book a 4 out of 5.
It is very descriptive and well-written, but at times a bit long-winded. We liked the great character
development and family dynamics. It has an astonishing insight to the holocaust.
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks
We rated this book 4 our of 5.
The story was very interesting, a nice page-turner. It has many individual small stories inside a larger
story, and this made it difficult to review due to the many characters.

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with proceeds to support the
annual Fine Arts Scholarship!
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone

Tickets $12.00 or 80.00 per table. This is
a big event and a beautiful holiday
tradition here at GMWC. Table hostesses
decorate a holiday table, accented by
candlelight. We will have a light supper
and wonderful entertainment for our
guests. All are welcome and extra tables
will be available to accommodate all
who wish to attend this wonderful
event. Tickets will be available from
Deb Roest, or any table hostess. Call
Deb Roest with any questions at
744-1936.
MEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Men volunteers are needed to help
serve the ladies for Holiday
Evening by Candlelight on
December 9th. If you know any men
who would interested in
volunteering, please contact Deb.

Mark Your Calendar!

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
1 Eloise Selleck
7 Dona David
14 Sarah Andrie

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!

