
 

  
 
 Make sure when you attend the Membership Luncheon on November 5th 
that you look UP when you enter the Ballroom. You are going to see some big 
changes, and when I say big, I mean BIG! The old lights will be gone and will be 
replaced by eight beautiful chandeliers. 

In case you were not at last month’s meeting we announced we had been 
awarded a gift of over $12,000 in the form of a grant to replace the chandeliers in 
the Ballroom.  This program was made possible in part by grants from the Louis E. 
Jr. and Ann J. Eklund Renewable Energy Fund of the Community Foundation for 
Muskegon County. 

The new chandeliers are more period appropriate for our historic         
Clubhouse. They’re very large at nearly five feet tall, and they’ll make a beautiful 
statement in our Ballroom. Using LED bulbs, the new lights will be more energy 
efficient and dimmable, so we will be able to once again set the mood in our       
Ballroom with lights. 

Also happening this month is the Gingerbread House event! This is an 
event that many people in our community have made an annual family tradition. 
We supply everything needed to make a decorative Gingerbread House, and the 
children provide the laughter and creativity. The Clubhouse really comes alive for 
this event, so I hope you’ll be able to attend it. 

I have to say that we’re entering my favorite season at the Club. The    
Clubhouse is always decorated so beautifully, and there are so many activities    
going on from Gingerbread to the Artisan Market to Evening by Candlelight, and 
much more. 

It’s also the start of the holiday season. The busiest time of the year with 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas and New Year. It’s a special time 
for family and friends, and it all happens so fast, doesn’t it? 

Here’s to the start of a wonderful holiday season! Let’s enjoy it as much as we can!  
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2014/2015 Board of Directors 
Loribeth Clark, President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz,  
Immediate Past President 

Deborah Matrone, Vice President 
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect 

Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 
Barbara Scott, Member at Large 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds  

Upcoming Events 
November 
1 Children’s Tea Party 2PM 
4 Book Talk 7PM 
5 General Club Luncheon 12N 
19 BOD Meeting 12N 
21 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
22-24  Gingerbread Building Varied 
29 Artisan Market 10-3 
December 
2 Book Talk 7PM 
3 General Club Christmas Luncheon      12N 
6 Christmas Tour TBA 
7 Holiday Evening Set-up 5:30 PM 
8 Holiday Evening by Candlelight  7:00PM 
17 BOD Meeting 12N 
18 LifeStyles Christmas Party 

The President’s Pen                           President, Loribeth Clark 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair 

Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

April Mission for Area People Meds/ 
 Books for Babies 
May Every Woman’s Place 
June Sacred Suds 

Monthly donations for the upcoming year will go to: 
November Food Drive for Rescue Mission 
December Gifts for Nursing Home Residents 
February Meals on Wheels 
March  Pound Buddies 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

Welcome to New Member: 
Mary Jane Wiegmink 
3544 McCracken 
Muskegon 49441 
231-780-4023 

November Office Hours   You will be able to access the 
club during the following times: 
November  1    2-4 PM 
   5   12N–2PM 
   19  12N-1:30PM 
   20   5:30-7:30PM 
   21-23 During Gingerbread event (page5) 
   29  9AM-3PM 

Wish List  
  Upholstery for Parlor Furniture ($200/chair, $500/sofa) 
  Variety of Hat Stands for seasonal decorating (used or new) 

November’s collection will be our annual food drive for the Rescue Mission. Items needed include: 
Boxed stuffing 
Instant potatoes 
Canned gravy, vegetables, soups, fruits, fish 
Peanut butter 
Boxes of jello, cereals, pasta, cake mixes 
Rice 
Please—No outdated items 

Luncheon Chairs for 2014-2015 
November—Board of Directors 
December—BOD—Sharon Beck 
February—Communications—Nancy Bierenga 
March—Historian—Karin Carlson 
April—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga 
May—House and Grounds—Dorothy Brink 
June—BOD—Barbara Scott 

OOPS! I’m sorry... 
Melissa Slorf’s phone number is wrong 
in your new yearbook. Please change it 
to 616-607-7076. Her correct cell phone 
number is 616-422-3643. 
 

My apology to Wendy Bialik for      
missing her birthday on Sept. 15. 

December’s collection will be for a local  
nursing home and this year we will be      
collecting items for their bingo cart and    
personal items for the patients. I will have a 
list of items needed to be passed out at our 
November luncheon. 

Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project. 
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 Days Gone By                             Karin Carlson 
      

This month we’re going to give busy Karin a break from writing and publish a recipe from  a  
Cookbook called Edwardian Cooking by Larry Edwards. It has recipes inspired by  

Downton Abbey’s Elegant Meals 
 

High Tea Finger Cookies 
Protocol played a big part in life during the Edwardian era. Of all the dishes prepared at an abbey, it is the 
“biscuits” (“cookies” in America) that had to follow a strict presentation protocol. Each of the biscuits had to 
be exactly two inches in length, thus their name of finger cookies (the two inches being the average       
equivalent of the first two joints of a finger). 
High Tea, or social gatherings, at the abbey were often segregated events. For the most part, men were 
served savory items and women sweet. These biscuits were always served where the women gathered. 
Though the recipe is quite simple, to properly present the, is not as simple. Due to the delicate crumb of this 
biscuit, they must be cut as soon as they are taken from the oven. If you wait more than a few minutes, they 
will crumble under the pressure of the knife. 
When presented, High Tea Finger Cookies were always accompanied by small bowls of fresh fruit preserves 
(one of which was always a marmalade) and a coddled or Devonshire cream, which would often be spread 
upon the biscuit. 
Ingredients 
3½ cups flour   3 whole eggs 

1 Tbs. baking powder  1 tsp. vanilla 

1 cup sugar   heavy cream for brushing 

1 cup butter, softened 

Steps: 

1. Preheat the oven to 350°F and line a baking sheet with parchment paper (or a silicon sheet—for modern minds) 

2. In a medium bowl, whish the flour and baking powder 

3. In a mixer with a paddle attachment, cream the butter and sugar until smooth and pale 

4. Beat in the eggs and vanilla until smooth 

5. Add the flour mixture and beat until a soft dough is formed 

6. Pout the dough into a pastry bag fitted with a large round tip 

7. Pipe long strands of the dough unto the prepared baking sheet 

8. Brush the dough with some heavy cream 

9. Place into the oven and bake 20 minutes 

10. Remove from the oven and immediately cut into two-inch fingers 

11. Remove the cookies from the sheet and let cool on a rack until ready to serve. 

Manners and Morals Taken from the book by Wayne Erbson 
Common Blunders to Avoid (Table Manners) 

 Do not eat fast 

 Do mot make noise with mouth or throat 

 Do not fill the mouth too full 

 Do not open the mouth in masticating 

 Do not cur your bread; break it 

 Do not pick your teeth nor put your fingers in your mouth at the table 

 Do not refuse to take the last piece of bread or cake (1910) 
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LIFESTYLES                    Nancy Bierenga, chair 
We are scheduled to have a Christmas gathering on December 18 at The Lake House. 
We will do a gift exchange. All club members are invited to join us. RSVP due to me by 
December 15.  

Next Gotta Get-Away May 2, 2014 
 This trip will be by bus to Charlton Park, MI. It is a turn-of
-the-century (1899-1900) village that is restored and gathered 
together in a large park. We will have a guided tour of the vil-
lage. Lunch will be a picnic (boxed lunches) under the shelter. 
Details will be provided as they develop. 

 
Wine Divas Uncorked 
 The date is Friday, June 12, 2015. Tickets will be available in April, so reservations 
are due by March 31. Details as they develop. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at any 
meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the book. 
 

November 4th—People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks       
  December 2nd—The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check. 
 
              
Name 
 
              
Address          Phone   

Book Review  will return next month 

Remember our 50:50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with  proceeds to support the 
annual Fine Arts Scholarship! 



 

Please Help     Opportunities to help the club 
maintain and improve without donating money 
 

 We need volunteers to help with the  
 Etiquette Tea Party on Nov. 1. Please contact 

Melissa Slorf at 740-3768 or    
 meslorf03@gmail.com to volunteer or reserve 

a spot for a girl and adult you know! 
 

 If you know any possible vendors for the  
 Artisan Market on November 29, please  
 contact Karin Carlson at 788.3050 or  
 karinc1146@yahoo.com 
 

 Do you have a skill or talent we could use for 
the Manners & Etiquette Classes? If you are 
available, please contact Melissa Slorf at 
740.3768 or meslorf03@gmail.com 

 

 We need a committee for Gingerbread 
Building! Please contact Melissa Slorf if you 
would like to help with this important fund 
raiser. We will also need help setting up and 
at the actual events. 



 

Tickets $12.00 or 80.00 per table. This is a big event and a beautiful holiday tradition here at GMWC. 
Table hostesses decorate a holiday table, accented by candlelight. We will have a light supper and 
wonderful entertainment for our guests. All are welcome and extra tables will be available to         
accommodate all who wish to attend this wonderful event. Tickets will be available from Deb Roest, 
or any table hostess. Call Deb Roest with any questions  at 744-1936. 

HOSTESSES NEEDED! 
Table hostesses are needed for Holiday Evening  by Candlelight  December 9th. We have 8 ladies who 
have signed up. We would like to have 6 more ladies to volunteer to sign up as soon as possible. We 
will need extra workers that evening and need baskets for our auctions to be raffled off. If you could 
help in  anyway please contact Deb. 

MEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Men volunteers are needed to  help serve the ladies for Holiday Evening by Candlelight on December 
9th. If any of our memebers know any men who would  interested in volunteering ,  please contact 
Deb. 



 

Artisans Needed! 
If you know anyone who may be interested in a table at this event, please contact             

Karin Carlson with their name. 



 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

16 Sylvia Precious 
24 Marcia Fortin 
26 Martha McKinney 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 

Of Note: 
 Florence Stahl has resigned from the position 
as Community Enrichment Chair. She has given         
hundreds and hundreds of hours in her role as a    
Committee Chair, and she has done a wonderful job. 
However, her life has happily changed with her recent 
marriage, and she is finding she does not have the time 
needed to head the Committee. We are sad to lose her 
as a committee chair, but we are happy she is            
remaining a member of the Club.  
 If anyone is interested in serving as the Chair 
or even co-Chair of the Community Enrichment    
Committee, please contact Loribeth at 288-6404. 

Here is the link for our organization on Amazon Smile 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1363567 
 
When you shop @AmazonSmile, Amazon will make a 
donation to Greater Muskegon Woman's Club.     
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1363567  

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F38-1363567
https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F38-1363567

