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The President’s Pen

President, Loribeth Clark

Well, it seems we couldn’t avoid the cooler weather and extend
summer a little longer. But that’s not a bad thing. The cooler weather
means more activities are starting at the Woman’s Club. We have a full
calendar for October, and an even busier November and December.
We have a few events this month that I hope you’ll consider
attending.
Our annual Baby Shower for the Baby Pantry is October 1st at
our General Club Luncheon. This event is always very successful and
well attended, so make sure you make your reservations. Also, if you
haven’t gotten your Yearbook, you’ll want to attend this event to pick it
up.
Book Talk will be held at the Club on October 7th. The book is
Beach Music by Pat Conroy. You do not have to have read the book to
attend Book Talk. Just come and enjoy some good conversation.
Lifestyles is hosting their “Gotta Getaway” bus trip to Saugatuck
on October 18th. We really need some more people to sign up for this.
You won’t regret it. Last year’s trip was a lot of fun. I’ve already signed
up to go, and I hope to see some of you there too. Contact Nancy
Bierenga for information.
Then finally, we have a Glass Class with Jilly. I’ve attended this
event the last couple of years, and it is so much fun. Lots of laughter and
creativity at this event.
Really, if you have not attended or helped out with some of these
events in the past, you are missing out. Come check them out, and if you
want to volunteer to help, that would be wonderful too! We can always
use more help.

Loribeth
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Upcoming Events
October
1
General Club Luncheon
5 Clubhouse Tour
7 Book Talk
15 Board of Directors Meeting
18 Lifestyles—Gotta Getaway
24 Newsletter/Website Due
30 Glass Class with Jilly
November
1
Children’s Tea Party
4 Book Talk
5 General Club Luncheon
19 BOD Meeting
21 Newsletter Articles Due
22-24 Gingerbread Building
29 Artisan Market
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Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Barbara Scott, Member at Large
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair

Welcome to New Member:
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We have no new members for September.
The board has once again voted to allow
guests to attend one luncheon for free as
long as there was an RSVP for them from
a member. Who could you invite to a
meeting that might be interested in joining the club?
Membership Growth
- 100
- 90
- 80

October Office Hours You will be able to access the club
during the following times:
October 1 11 M-3PM
15 12N-2PM
30 5:30PM-8:30PM

Wish List




Four Tower Fans for building use (approx. $40) Either donate money
and we’ll buy the fans or you may just go buy one and donate.
Upholstery for Parlor Furniture ($200/chair, $500/sofa)
Variety of Hat Stands for seasonal decorating (used or new)

Luncheon Chairs for 2014-2015
October—Carolyn Bowen
November—Community Enrichment—Florence Stahl
December—BOD—Sharon Beck
February—Communications—Nancy Bierenga
March—Historian—Karin Carlson
April—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga
May—House and Grounds—Dorothy Brink
June—BOD—Barbara Scott

Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen

In October we will be having our annual baby shower for the baby pantry. Items needed include sippy cups &
bottles; diapers, diaper bags, & wipes; blankets & crib sheets; baby toiletries; baby food (NO formula); clothes to
size 5T which may be gently used.
We will also be collecting books for Books for Babies which will be donated to our local obstetrics department.

Monthly donations for the upcoming year will go to:
October
Baby Shower for Pantry/
Books for Babies
November Food Drive for Rescue Mission
December
Gifts for Nursing Home Residents
February
Meals on Wheels

March Pound Buddies
April Mission for Area People Meds/
Books for Babies
May Every Woman’s Place
June Sacred Suds

In November, we will be having our annual food drive for the Rescue Mission. Grocery bags with a list of
needed items attached will be available at the October luncheon.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

1947 – 1948
As the New Year unfolded, the ladies of the club remained nomads in search of a meeting
place as the fire-damaged clubhouse was still being repaired. As in days past, neighboring churches
and institutions opened wide their doors to the wanderers including Central Methodist Church and
Hackley Art Gallery. The ladies were also welcomed by the ladies of Muskegon Heights Woman’s Club and
met jointly with them at Temple Methodist Church.
Departments then were incredibly busy, each one focusing on a particular area of community enrichment. The Music Department, for example, awarded scholarships to young people enabling them to further
their music lessons. Members of the department also supported the North West District’s ‘War Service
Fund’ providing musical occupational therapy for veterans at Percy Jones Hospital in Battle Creek. An interesting side note on this department – in 1947 they raised funds to have seat cushions made for both the first
floor landing by the phone and the landing halfway up the stairs leading us to wonder – are they the same
cushions there today?
The Juniors also worked diligently on many areas of philanthropy including raising funds for the
new YWCA building, purchasing school supplies for children in the Philippines in conjunction with the State
Federation of Juniors, and funding for the new Arts Building at Interlochen. Their primary means of fundraising remained the annual rummage sale as well as the annual style show.
1948 found the ladies of the club faced with another major renovation project when at the end of his
lease, the tenant renting the Cottage vacated the premises leaving it in ‘deplorable condition’. Fortunately,
local businesses generously donated their services gratis including Clark Floor Machine and Bishop Furniture who refinished all of the floors in the Cottage and recovered all of the furniture, respectively. Following
the extensive renovation the ladies promptly raised the rental rent from $65 monthly to $85, and Dr.
McNair, whom many remember, opened his office there.
Also, in the fall of 1948, Muskegon Woman’s Club hosted the North West District of Federated
Women’s Clubs’ two-day convention. The main focus of the convention was the family and its importance in
to society. In addition to the scheduled programs, delegates and guests also toured the Hackley Art Gallery
and attended a tea hosted by the Muskegon Heights Woman’s Club as well as a lovely evening banquet in the
grand ballroom of the Occidental Hotel. Yet another busy year for the ladies of the club . . .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Down Memory Lane
Dear Ladies of the Club,
Over the years both the club and its departments have hosted a variety of fundraisers in support of
their many philanthropies. Might any of you have some of these items once sold stored away that you would
consider sharing with the rest of us? It would be wonderfully enlightening and entertaining to display such
historical items in our beautiful tearoom display cabinet. A partial list includes:
 Fenton Glass sculptured plates from the 1970’s
 Scenic placemats
 ‘Tree of Hope’ cards
 Bracelets
 State Federation charms for charm bracelets
 Clubhouse stationary
 Umbrellas
No doubt there are other items I have not yet discovered in my research that would also be welcome additions. Lastly, do any of our members of long standing know what happened to the President’s Pin purchased
by Mrs. Damm and passed on to each new president?
Looking forward to hearing from you!
Manners and Morals will return next month

GMWC
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Next Gotta Get-Away Oct. 18
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The fall get-away this year will be October 18. It will be a
shopping “local” in Saugatuck. We will leave from the club
parking lot at 9 AM, take the colorful and scenic lakeshore
down to Holland for a coffee stop, then on to Saugatuck. Lunch
will be at a restaurant in town. We will then shop some
more and end the day with dinner at Salt of the Earth
in Fennville.
The cost for this full day excursion, including meals and bus (but not including our morning coffee stop in Holland) will be based on the number who
attend, with a minimum of 30 to hold the trip. The maximum cost will be $80
per person. Reservations may be made by contacting Nancy Bierenga by
phone or email. A deposit of $25 pp, non-refundable, is required to hold your seat.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at any
meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the book.
October-7th---Beach Music by Pat Conroy (contact Karen Andrie for location)
November 4th—People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks
December 2nd—The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh

Book Review

written by Barbara Scott for the group

Annie's Ghosts by Steve Luxenberg This non-fiction novel is part memoir part journalistic investigation.
Following the death of his mother, a prominent journalist discovers his mother has kept secret the
existence of a sister for over 60 years. This story is the account of his search to discover why his mother
kept this secret from her family and to learn what he could about this aunt he never knew he had. The
author’s search uncovers family history associated with the holocaust, mental illness and life in1930 1950’s Detroit.
The majority of our book club members did not like the style in which this novel was written.
Mr. Luxenberg chose to write this novel as a fact finding journal; chronicling his investigative steps as he
uncovered unknown facts about his mother and family history. We all agreed the book had enough rich
information to give the author good material to write a very interesting story. Told as a story, the novel
would have proven more captivating and interesting to read. We rated the book 3 out of 5.

Note: We will be hosting 50:50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with proceeds to
support the annual Fine Arts Scholarship!
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone

October Luncheon

I'd rather regret the things I've done than regret
Lucille Ball
the things I haven't done.

There will also be a book collection for
the Books for Babies program that our
club continues to manage. Please
bring children’s books to donate for
the babies born in Muskegon!

Please Help


Opportunities to help the club maintain and improve without donating money
We need volunteers to help with the Etiquette Tea Party on Nov. 1. Please contact Melissa
Slorf at 740-3768 or meslorf03@gmail.com to volunteer.



If you know any possible vendors for the Artisan Market on November 29, please contact
Karin Carlson at 788.3050 or karinc1146@yahoo.com



Do you have a skill or talent we could use for the Manners & Etiquette Classes? If you are
available, please contact Melissa Slorf at 740.3768 or meslorf03@gmail.com



We need a committee for Gingerbread Building! Please contact Melissa Slorf if you would
like to help with this important fund raiser. We will also need help setting up and at the actual events.



We need YOU to decorate a table for Evenings By Candlelight. Contact Deborah Roest (231744-1936) if you have holiday tableware and are willing to share it with the club. If you can’t
decorate a table, we still need you to attend and bring a friend. Tickets are $12 each or $80
for a table of 8. There will also be a silent auction. Proceeds benefit the club.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:

Birthdays

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!

2 Shirley Green
6 Ruth Hillman
13 Nancy Kinziger

To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

September Board Action Items




Approved chairs for monthly membership meetings—
see page 2 for a list
Approved plans for Evenings By Candlelight with slight
change
Voted to admit a guest to one luncheon free of charge
provided a reservation has been made for the guest by
a member. If member brings a guest without making a
reservation, the member will be charged the $10 for
their guest.

