
 

 I thought writing the President’s Pen would come easy for me, especially 
since I’m the author of an online blog and I’m constantly writing for that. But as I 
face this blank page, I find myself somewhat at a loss for words.  How do I express 
how honored I am about being chosen to serve as 99th president of the Greater Mus-
kegon Woman’s Club.  It is truly a privilege that I am able to follow in the footsteps 
of the many great women who have shaped this club and helped our community. 
 

 At first I was a bit overwhelmed by enormity of it all.  Then I realized that 
the women who went before me did not do what they did alone, and like them, I don’t 
take on this leadership role by myself. You have selected a fantastic, dedicated and 
talented board to represent the Club this year.  We have wonderful blend of experi-
enced and new board members, who are enthusiastic about bringing in new ideas 
while continuing the legacy of this Club. 
 

 As some of you may know, for the past several years, there has been a core 
group of women who have taken the leadership and the initiative to ensure that the 
Club continues to run smoothly. Time and time again, these women have stepped up 
to fill needed roles when no one else would. We owe them a debt of gratitude, but we 
simply cannot expect the same group of people to always take care of everything if 
we want our Club to prosper. 
 

 We need more members to step up. Without more volunteers, we will not be 
able to continue doing all the things we’ve always done.  If every member committed 
to helping on just one event this year, we would be able to accomplish so much more. 
 

 What can you do?  Host one of our teas or luncheons.  Volunteer to help at 
one of our big events Gingerbread, Green Eggs and Ham, or Mardi Gras.  If you 
have more time, take on the leadership of one of our standing committees or offer to 
serve as a member of one of them.  If you don’t have that much time, be a greeter or  
        Cont on page  2 
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BOD Notes 

2013/2014 Board of Directors 
Loribeth Clark, President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz,  
Immediate Past President 

Deborah Matrone, Vice President 
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect 

Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Lindy Olechnowicz/Tammy Hutson 

Membership Co-Chairs 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 

Barbara Scott, Member at Large 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds  
Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
July 
1 Book Talk 7PM 
2 No General Club meeting 
8 Summer Golf 5:45PM 
9 Club Pride Day 9AM-3PM 
16 BOD Meeting 12N 
17 LifeStyles Dine Out 5:30PM 
20 Club History Tour 2-4PM 
22 Summer Golf 5:45PM 
25 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
August 
5 Book Talk 7PM 
 Golf  5:45PM 
No General Club Meeting 
10 Club History Tour 2-4 PM 
19 Golf  5:45PM 
20 Board of Directors Meeting 12 N 
22 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 

The President’s Pen                                   President, Loribeth Clark 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Tammy Hutson, Chair 

Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Philanthropic efforts during the past fiscal year. Please 
check this space in August for next year’s list of organizations. 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

Welcome to New Member: 
Elaine Skinner 
516 E Muskegon Ave 
Whitehall, MI 49461 
231-894-8910 
Cell Phone: 231-740-3561 
skinnere516@aol.com 

July Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
July 1 7PM-8PM 
  12 10AM-2PM 
  16 12N-2PM 
  20 2-4PM 

Wish List New printer for the office ($250) 
  Donations toward new kitchen/bathroom floor ($400) 
  Upholstery for Parlor Furniture ($200/chair, $500/sofa) 

President’s Pen Cont. from page 1 
 

serve tea at one of our meetings. The possibilities are as endless as 
the rewards. You’ll make new friends, you’ll gain a greater sense 
of pride in the Club, and you’ll be continuing the legacy! 
 

 We don’t do it alone… That’s not our legacy.  We are the 
Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, and we work together to reach 
our goals and help the community. THAT is our legacy. 
 

 I want to thank all of you for the trust you’ve put in me. 
I’m excited about this upcoming year, and I’m looking forward to 
serving you and our Club! 
 

 Have a safe and fun summer!  
 

   Loribeth Clark 

 If you have not yet paid your dues for 
the new fiscal year, please do so as soon as 
possible. We will be working on the new year 
book during July and if your dues aren’t paid, 
you will not be included! Checks may be sent 
to the club, attention Treasurer. 

The club will be open and tours will be available during the  Muskegon 
Heritage Village Garden and Car Show on July 12. 
A hostess will be at the club from 10AM to 2PM. Feel free to stop by 
and bring a friend to see the club. 

Congratulations  
To Florence (Bright) Schal on her recent marriage.  

Best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Schal for much happiness!  
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Days Gone By                           Karin Carlson 

Days Gone By 
1944 – 1945 

 Looking back in time, we realize that 1945 was a pivotal year for both our country and 
the world as World War II finally drew to a bloody close. As in the Great War before (1914-1918), the ladies 
of the club were actively involved in the war effort as evidenced by the work of its many departments. The 
Music and Art Department hosted several fundraisers to benefit the War Service Fund for Percy Jones Army 
Hospital in Battle Creek while the two hundred plus members of the Junior Department competed with one 
another in selling war bonds. Countless other members worked for the American Red Cross as ‘Gray Ladies’ 
and Nurses’ Aides as well as staffing military canteens. 
 A glimpse of club life at that time was marked by an eclectic variety of activities and events spon-
sored by the various departments . . . . 
 In response to the state’s Youth Conservation Program, Muskegon Woman’s Club hosted monthly 
dances at the clubhouse for area high school students. Held on the fourth Friday of each month, the dances 
were very popular as average attendance at each was two hundred fifty students. 
 The Literature and Drama Department’s ‘Originality’ group met one hour prior to each department 
meeting. Inaugurated in 1931 by member, Mrs. Walter Curtis Foote, the group tapped the talents of its 
members in writing poems, plays essays, etc. to perform at the annual ‘Originality Day’. 
 Then, as now, the clubhouse was in constant need of repair, and the Permanent Planning Committee 
was busily involved in repairing and refurbishing the building – walls were re-plastered, bricks reset in the 
fireplace, a new mantel installed, walls repainted, and new draperies hung. 
 With a budget increase from $1000 to $1500, the Program Department hosted renowned speakers of 
both national and international repute thus fulfilling the original purpose for which the club was incorpo-
rated: “The improvement of Intellectual, Scientific, Aesthetic, and Liberal Culture and Inquiry.” 
 One member, in particular, became a celebrity of sorts – Mrs. George Clark, leader of the Parliamen-
tary Law Class for 16 years and past president of the club, was a guest on Morton Downy’s perennially popu-
lar radio program, Big Little America which was broadcast on 255 different radio stations. Mrs. Clark was 
chosen for this honor because of her unselfish community service and unflagging efforts on behalf of civic 
advancement. 
 A piece of club trivia will bring this column to a close. Most of you, I am sure, are familiar with the 
grand buffet in our tearoom. It was donated to the club in 1945 by Mr. Gilbert Chaddock in honor of his 
mother, Mrs. Lizzie Chaddock, a very active member in her time. And now you know . . .       

Manners and Morals con’t reprinted from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen 
Women as Bread-Winners 
 It is a defect of our civilization that women are forced to become bread1-winners. Young girls 
who ought to be training in the school at home for the high and holy duties of wifehood and mother-
hood are compelled by social and industrial maladjustments to enter the hurly-burly of the great work
-a-day world, competing with those who ought to support them in the desperate struggle for exis-
tence, every year, it seems, growing more fierce. (1892) 
 
Proposals of Marriage 
Disheveled Proposals 
 No girl wants to be proposed to when her hair is disheveled, her collar wilted, and her soul 
distraught by pestiferous mosquitoes. (1901) 
In His Hands 
 Since the customs of society have awarded to men the privilege of making the first advance 
toward matrimony, it is the safest and happiest way for women to leave the matter entirely in his 
hands. (1838) 
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LIFESTYLES                         Nancy Bierenga, chair 
Summer golf dates: Tee-off is at 5:45PM. Site is Eagle Island Golf Club. Cost is $11/9 + $6 for 
cart. Seniors get a discount! 
July 8  July 22 August 5   August 19 
Contact Lindy Olechnowicz at 231-206-0558 for more details. 
 

Our first June evening was cancelled due to rain and busy schedules. On June 24 there was one 
golfer and one pretend golfer (I personally golfed a full 18 holes in only 9 holes due to the cir-
cuitous route the ball took to the hole each time…) who had a great time getting to know each 
other and enjoying the beautiful course and decent weather. Please join us on July 8!  

No one expressed an interest in the Dine Out, so we won’t have that. 

Next Gotta Get-Away Oct. 11 
The fall get-away this year will be a shopping “local” in Saugatuck. 
We will leave Muskegon about 9 AM, take the colorful and scenic 
lakeshore down to Saugatuck. Lunch will hopefully be at or with 
the Saugatuck Women’s Club. We will then shop some more and 

end the day with dinner at Salt of the Earth. Further details will be 
provided next month. Stay tuned! 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at any meeting 
if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the book. 
July 1st --7pm in the  Tea-room Hosted  by Barbara Scott—Orphan Train by Christina Baker 
Kline 

August-5th   The Red Tent by Anita Diamant 
September-2nd--Annies Ghosts by Steve Luxenberg 
October-7th---Beach Music  by Pat Conroy  (note- this is a longer book, so please allow extra reading time!) 
November-People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks      December-The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check. 
 
              
Name 
 
              
Address          Phone   

Wine Divas Uncorked 
  
 
 

Twenty-nine wonderfully fun women had a 
great time having lunch, shopping, sam-
pling wine with food pairings, and then 
enjoying one another’s company for the 
evening! Wishing you had decided to go 
along? Plan to join us next year. The event 
is held the second Friday of June. 



 

Congratulations to Hunter Markiewicz, the 2014 winner of the Fine Arts Scholarship  

The Greater Muskegon Woman's Club provides a scholarship to area high school students in 
the 9th, 10th or 11th grade to assist them in their interests in the fine arts.  Although this 
scholarship may be used for tuition, it was created with the idea that the student would use it 
for an immediate artistic need to further the artist's growth and interest.  It may be used for 
books, materials, equipment, seminars, classes or related expenses that encourage continued 
advancement of the artist's interest in the arts.  

Hunter is taking graphic design classes at the tech center and hopes to go to college for 
graphic design after graduating from Whitehall. One of her creations, a honeycomb box, is in 
the first photo. Great work, Hunter and Congratulations!  

FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED 

Members who attended the June evening Potluck enjoyed 
meeting Hunter and seeing samples of her artwork. 



 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

4 Tammy Hutson 
16 Mary Rop 
17 Sally Patton 
 Melissa Slorf 
18 Lynn Petersen 
24 Kay Meyers 
25 Denise Kanaar 

27 Carolyn Bowen 
28 Becki Coles 
 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 

At its June meeting, the board  

 Discussed changing the All Club Potluck to an Honors 
Banquet for our scholarship recipient. 

 Discussed the May Salad Luncheon. This luncheon was 
traditionally hosted by Music and Arts Department 
which supplied all of the salads. However, in recent 
years with declining membership, that department was 
disbanded. The Board would like to know which option 
the membership prefers—to each donate a salad and not 
pay for the luncheon or not donate a salad and pay for 
the luncheon. Members will be voting on this at the Sep-
tember General Membership meeting. 


