June, 2014

The President’s Pen

President, Lindy Olechnowicz

Greetings GMWC Members,
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Thank you so much for the opportunity to be your Club President for 2013-2014! It
was a great honor to serve you over the last year!! I am looking forward to being a
part of the Past Presidents group! We are so fortunate as a club to have the wisdom
of our members of many years among our ranks - whether Past President or ongoing
members! The passion of our membership as we "Continue the Legacy" is overwhelming to me!
CONGRATULATIONS to our incoming Board of Directors:
Loribeth Clark, President
Melissa Slorf, President Elect
Debbe' Matrone, Vice President
Karin Carlson, Secretary
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Barbara Scott, Member at Large
Dolores Brondyke, Nominating Committee
Many, many thanks to these members who have accepted leadership roles to guide
and shape the history of our organization!! Join us for our Installation Tea on
Wednesday, June 4th at 1pm as we celebrate the leadership of our club!!
Thank you again and again for your support of the Greater Muskegon Woman's
Club.

Lindy O
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Upcoming Events
June
3 Book Talk—note time!
6:30PM
4 Installation Tea
1PM
10 Summer Golf
5:45PM
12 All Club Potluck
5:30PM
13 Divas Uncorked By ticket only
18 BOD Meeting
12N
20 Newsletter Articles Due
5PM
24 Summer Golf
5:45PM
July
1
Book Talk
7PM
2 No General Club meeting
8 Summer Golf
5:45PM
9 Club Pride Day
9AM-3PM
16 BOD Meeting
12N
17 LifeStyles Dine Out
5:30PM
20 Club History Tour
2-4PM
22 Summer Golf
5:45PM
25 Newsletter Articles Due
5PM

2013/2014 Board of Directors
Lindy Olechnowicz, President
Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Loribeth Clark, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Tammy Hutson, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Dorothy Brink, Member at Large
Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Tammy Hutson, Chair

Be sure to join us for tea on Wednesday, the 4th. We will be installing the new board members
and officers for next year.
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Membership Growth
- 100
- 90
- 80

June Office Hours You will be able to access the club during the following times:
June

4 12N-3PM
12 5PM-7:30PM
18 12N-2PM

Wish List

New printer for the office ($250)
Donations toward new kitchen/bathroom floor ($400)
Upholstery for Parlor Furniture ($200/chair, $500/sofa)

Philanthropy
This is the group that will benefit from our monthly offering for June:
June - Sacred Suds

Carolyn Bowen
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

Days Gone By
1943

Another busy, active year for the ladies of the club was unfolding under the leadership of its
current president, Mrs. Bart Buck. Especially active were the members of the Civics Department. With Adolph Hitler aggressively annexing countries in Europe, America was on high alert, and national defense was
on the mind of every citizen. This preoccupation with national security was reflected in the Civic Department’s first speaker of the calendar year, Mr. H.J. Douma, the City Director of Vocational Education, whose
timely topic was the defense classes offered at both Hackley and Wilson schools. WPA workers initiated the
classes in 1940 in order to train people for defense work – ultimately 2800 people were trained for national
defense positions, many of whom found jobs through the Michigan Employment Association. The Civics Department also sponsored a USO party at the YWCA in honor of local servicemen.
It was also a busy, active year for the Junior Department of the club under the leadership of its chairperson, Miss Marie Flarry, who was also elected as a delegate to the upcoming convention of the Michigan State
Federation of Junior Clubs to be held in Detroit. Meeting on Thursday evenings at the clubhouse junior members enjoyed a wide variety of speakers and programs throughout the year featuring the talents of both members and local citizens as illustrated by the following examples.
Early in the year, the club’s junior members were the guests of the juniors of Muskegon Heights Woman’s
Club. Meeting at Hackley Art Gallery the young ladies were enlightened on the knowledge to be obtained from
books and periodicals in an entertaining program entitled ‘Stumbling Bocks or Stepping Stones’ followed by
piano selections performed by Mr. Robert Sheets, a faculty member of Muskegon Junior College.
Another meeting began with a potluck set for sixty members and guests followed by a program of ‘Fairy
Tales in Opera’ featuring a reading of the story of ‘A Midsummer’s Night Dream’ and concluding with musical selections representing several different operas. Yet another program featured an evening of musical entertainment by well-known pianist, Mrs. Edith Aamodt.
Other activities included the annual ‘Fem Invite Dance’ at the clubhouse for juniors and their guests who
danced the night away to the strains of Mike Dion’s Orchestra. May, as always, included the annual
‘Mother’s Night’ hosted by the juniors in honor of their mothers wherein each guest was graced with a handkerchief-adorned corsage while enjoying skits and dancers. December included the annual Christmas party
complete with candle-lit tables and a brightly-lit Christmas tree beneath which lay gaily wrapped presents.
As had been the custom of the juniors for many years, in lieu of exchanging gifts themselves, members purchased gifts for the orphans of the Children’s Home.
A variety of other activities and programs filled the remainder of 1943 culminating with the annual banquet in June and bringing the club year to a close as meetings for both junior and senior members were held
from October through May allowing for a welcome respite from the busyness of club life during the summer
months.

Manners and Morals con’t reprinted from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen
Never, Never, Never
 Never enter a room noisily; never fail to close the door after you, and never slam it.
 Never refuse to receive an apology.
 Never exaggerate.
 Never speak much of your own performances.
 Never point at others.
 Never borrow money and neglect to pay. If you do, you will soon be known as a person of no business integrity.
 Never betray a confidence.
 Never leave home with unkind words.
 Never fail to say kind and encouraging words to those whom you meet in distress. Your kindness
may lift them out of their despair.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Summer golf dates: Tee-off is at 5:45PM. Site is Eagle Island Golf Club. Cost is $11/9 + $6
for cart
June 10 June 24
July 8
July 22
August 5
August 19
Contact Lindy Olechnowicz at 231-206-0558 for more details.
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If there is sufficient interest we will have a Dine Out on July 17 at a place to be announced.
Contact Nancy Bierenga if you’re willing to be a committee of one to arrange this event
(gauge interest, pick a site, and gather RSVPs). Everyone is invited to attend. We could also
combine that with a Shop Local late afternoon/evening in Lakeside with food from either
Max and Marley’s or Hawk’s eaten in the Pocket Park. Please let Nancy know if you are
interested.

Next Gotta Get-Away in late Sept./early Oct.
The fall get-away this year will be a shopping “local” in Saugatuck
with some surprises throughout the day. Stay tuned!

Wine Divas Uncorked
Our next trip is an overnighter to the wineries of the Old
Mission Peninsula for their Wine Divas Uncorked event on June
13. Watch Facebook on June 13 for pictures of the group having
fun!
Those who have reserved a spot are reminded that if you
have not paid the balance due, you may do so at the Tea on June 4. Please make checks payable to
Nancy Bierenga. The total cost prior to motel is $52.50. The cost of the motel is $120 plus tax per
room. Roomates are asked to make payment arrangements yourself—one person must pay for the
room at check-in. Watch your email on June 9 for further details. Please include your cell phone
number on your check so we can contact you if needed.
One of the women who planned to go is unable to attend resulting in an
extra ticket. If you are able to join us, contact Nancy Bierenga for more details.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the
book.
June 3: The Traitor’s Wife by Allison Pataki In the Tea Room at the Club, Meeting begins at
6:30PM this month only due to recital in ballroom. Also bring ideas for more books!
July 1:

The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline Location TBA

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone

Women of Achievement Recap

Kay Ostrom, chair

On Saturday, May 17, The GMWC hosted a very successful Women of Accomplishment
Breakfast 2014.
The event was catered by Hearthstone, former Muskegon Mayor and WOA winner, Blanche
Smith sang and WOA winner, Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga gave remarks that motivated any there to
work to better own neighborhood.
Honoree Claudia Kerr Bryant of The United Way and long time promoter of charitable events
that have raised countless dollars for multiple non-profits including The Muskegon Museum of Art,
Read Muskegon, Muskegon's Got Talent for Muskegon Civic Theatre and Muskegon's Dancing with
the Local Stars. She has facilitated now for several years, the giving of funds from the Molinari Foundation by heading the hosting of Hampton Green Farm Activities to benefit Muskegon non-profits.
Honoree, Jenny McNeill of Ladas Hoopes McNeill LAW has been a mentor as have all of the
winners. In addition, she has been a hero to Every Woman's Place and Webster House (for youth runaways) and others as she has assisted the healing of many who have been abused.
Kristy Weberg, our third honoree is sixth grade school teacher in Muskegon Public
Schools. Kristy lives in the McLaughlin Neighborhood and has been a champion for collaboration to
move forward group efforts for making an urban neighborhood thrive. Along side her volunteer support of Community enCompass, a large non-profit effort for urban facilitation, Kristy has helped with
CATCH Camp for Kids, The Christmas Store, multiple neighborhood gardens and "Save Our Schools"
efforts during times of school cutbacks.
It is to the credit of many from the GMWC that make this on-going tribute to deserving
women of Muskegon County. President Lindy Olechnowicz worked tirelessly with Carol Thompson,
Deborah Roest, Karen Andrie, Delores Brondyke, Dorothy Brink, Barbara Wagenmaker, Bonnie Kellogg, Sharon Beck, Linda Griffith, Carolyn Bowen, Peggy Peckham, Mary Rop, Rosalie Mancier, Kay
Meyers, Colette Klukos, Dianne Thole, Debbe Matrone to name a few who helped along with the general support of club members who attended make the day happen.
Please consider giving me a call that you will help for the 2015 event! Your willingness to help
make Muskegon a better place by lifting up the efforts of the GMWC is a great thing to see and be in
the midst of it with you.
Thank you so much for making my first year with the GMWC so memorable.
The following note was received from one of the award recipients.

Dear Ms Ostrom and the Greater Muskegon Woman's Club,
Thank you so much for honoring me as a 2014 Woman of
Accomplishment Award Recipient.
The breakfast was wonderful, especially Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga's
inspiring speech.
I am touched and honored to be part of such a great event for the
women in our community.
Sincerely,
Jenny McNeill

Junk to Jewels 2014 Report

Sharon Beck, chair

The Spring Junk to Jewels Sale was held on May 2-3 at Holton Rd/M-120 in North Muskegon. Thank
you to those who donated more items. A special Thank You to volunteers Ruth Hillman, Dona David,
Roberta Tetzlaff, Ryan Buck (Craig’s List ad), Nancy Bierenga (advertising). A BIG Thank You to
Barb Wagenmaker and her husband for volunteering space and being super hosts!! Our profit was
$344 for these days, bringing our total to $1,750.92!! The sale will go on in this location for a few
more months. You may continue to bring more items there or talk to Sharon or Barb about pick-up.
We are also looking forward to next year’s initial sale in early spring, so you may also save for that.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Birthdays
2
4
16
17
18
24

Laura Martin
Tammy Hutson
Mary Rop
Sally Patton
Lynn Peterson
Kay Ostrom

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!
25 Denise Kanaar
27 Carolyn Bowen
28 Becki Coles

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

BOD Notes: Dues Reminder from the Bylaws




Dues of $100 are to be paid prior to July 1 for continuous membership
Dues postmarked July 1 or later will be assessed a
10% late fee
Dues may be paid in two installments, one by June
30 and the second by December 31

