
 

 
Greetings Members – 
 

The beauty of Spring is upon us!  The snow banks are finally gone, the grass is 
greening up and the tulips and daffodils are beginning to show their pretty 
blooms!  What a great time of year to look ahead and enjoy the incredible surround-
ings that we often take for granted in West Michigan! 
 

There is hustle and bustle at the clubhouse as we plan to host the Women of Accom-
plishment Breakfast Ceremony on Saturday, May 17th.  It is with great honor that we 
recognize women of our community that have made a significant difference!  Join us 
by attending the breakfast, there are seats available.  Kay Ostrom is taking reserva-
tions with a deadline of May 1st.  There is more information about this event 
throughout the newsletter. 
 

Our annual “Salad Luncheon” is on Wednesday, May 7th.  Our speaker will be Norma 
York-Bremer, our program will be “Pocket Garden”.  We will have a perennial and 
bulb exchange, so bring your abundance and leave with some new ideas for your gar-
den.  I look forward to having a new section in my flower beds that will be dedicated 
to the GMWC exchange!  How fun to nurture and grow our friendships and our gar-
dens!!  
 

The election of our 2014-2015 Board of Directors will also take place at our May 7th 
luncheon.  The Slate of Candidates for the election are included in the newsletter.  A 
big Thank You to our nominating committee of Ruth Lofton and Nancy Bierenga for 
recruiting our incoming leadership!! 
 

Look forward to seeing you at the clubhouse!  Enjoy the sunshine!              

Lindy O 
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2013/2014 Board of Directors 
 

Lindy  Olechnowicz, President 
Deborah Matrone, Vice President 

Loribeth Clark, President-Elect 
Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 

Tammy Hutson, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 

Dorothy Brink, Member at Large  
Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
May 
6 General Club Salad Luncheon 12N 
13 Book Talk 7PM 
17 Women of Accomplishment 9AM 
19 New Member Orientation 6PM 
21 BOD  12N 
22 President’s Brunch 10AM 
23 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
June 
3 Book Talk 7PM 
4 Installation Tea 1PM 
12 All Club Potluck 5:30PM 
13 Divas Uncorked By ticket only  
18 BOD Meeting 12N 
20 Newsletter Articles Due  5PM 

The President’s Pen                         President, Lindy Olechnowicz 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Tammy Hutson, Chair 

There will be a new member orientation on May 19 at 6PM at the 
club. If you have not attended an orientation but would like to be 
there this month, please call Tammy Hutson to RSVP. Members 
who are new since the last orientation will receive an invitation. 

Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

May -     Every Woman's Place—Donations of money only, no items 
June -    Sacred Suds 

These are the groups that will benefit from our monthly offerings for this club year: 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

Wish List New printer for the office ($250) 
  Donations toward new kitchen/bathroom floor ($400) 
  Upholstery for Parlor Furniture ($200/chair, $500/sofa) 

Board Nominations for 2014-2015 
 The Board has approved the slate of officers for 2014-2015. 
President—Loribeth Clark President Elect—Melissa Slorf 
Vice President—Deborah Matrone  
Secretary—Karin Carlson  
Treasurer—Stacy Hollenbeck Member at Large—Barbara Scott 
 
Election will be held at the May General Membership Meeting. 

May Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
May 6 11AM-2PM 
  19 6PM-7:30PM 
  21 12N-2PM 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
 

Margaret Mormon  
313-585-2253 
13974 Stahelin Rd 
Detroit, MI 48223 
Margaret.momam@gmail.com 
Joined April 14 

I would like to thank Pam Caris and Peggy Peckham for donating their time and talents to 
help me create the beautiful vases that were used during Mardi Gras. 
 

Thanks to Sharon Beck for coordinating the donations to Every Woman’s Place during my  
surgery and recovery. 
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Days Gone By                           Karin Carlson 

Days Gone By 
1941 – 1942 

     During the decade of the 1940’s, Muskegon Woman’s Club remained an active, dynamic force in 
all aspects of community life, particularly, the members of the Civics Department. A vital concern throughout 
the history of the club was its unwavering commitment to the children of the community and the ongoing 
struggle to curb the problem of juvenile delinquency. It is no wonder then that the Civics Department whole-
heartedly embraced the State Federation’s primary objective for the club year 1941 –1942: ‘Child Adjustment 
through Community Coordination’ working tirelessly to achieve this goal in conjunction with the Greater 
Muskegon Community Council and its president, Ralph T. Guyer. At that time, recreational opportunities for 
young people were extremely limited, and so the Civics Department worked diligently with the Council to 
develop recreational programs at the YFCA, YMCA, and the Wilson Vocational School. 
     The Junior Department was also an extremely active, integral part of club life hosting annual plays for 
both senior club members and the community as well as hosting their annual ‘Mother’s Night’ in May. As 
Muskegon Heights Woman’s Club was also home to its own Junior Department, the Junior members of both 
clubs often met together and planned reciprocal programs. 
     In the midst of so much activity, the ladies of the club suffered a devastating loss with the passing of be-
loved member, Martha Keating, a vital part of club life since its inception. At the time of her death in January 
of 1941, Mrs. Keating held the distinction of being the oldest living graduate of Hillsdale College. Mrs. 
Keating’s accolades are described at length in our soon-to-be published club history book . . . charter member 
and president of Muskegon Woman’s Club, founding member and president of the Michigan State Federation of 
Woman’s Clubs, and founder of the Parliamentary Law Class which later bore the name of its beloved founder, 
are but a few of the accolades ascribed to her. On a more personal level, her passing after 50 years of active 
club life left a void too deep to fill. 
     Were it not for Mrs. Keating and others like her, Muskegon Woman’s Club would not have endured as it has 
through all of these years. It is in the footsteps of these amazingly dedicated and determined women that we 
follow and continue the legacy of Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club today. 

 

Manners and Morals con’t reprinted from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen 
Never, Never, Never 

 Never laugh at the misfortunes of others. 

 Never give a promise that you do not fulfill. 

 Never send a present, hoping for one in return 

 Never make yourself the hero of your own story. 

 Never fail to be punctual at the time appointed 

 Never fail to give a polite answer to a civil question. 

 Never question a servant or a child about family matters. 

 Never refer to a gift you have made, or favor you have rendered. 

 Never punish your child for a fault to which you are addicted yourself. 

 Never attempt to draw the attention of the company upon yourself. 

 Never exhibit anger, impatience, or excitement , when an accident happens. (1883) 

The committee will meet to review the scholarship applications on May 2. Once the list is narrowed 
down, interviews will be conducted mid-May. The winner will then be contacted and the name will be 
announced at the June Installation Tea. The winner will perform at the June Membership Potluck. 

SCHOLARSHIPS                 Toni Seyferth, Chair 
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LIFESTYLES                         Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 

Sadly, we have made the decision to stop regular evening meetings for the Lifestyles group due to 
lack of participation. During the summer months there will be a Ladies Golf Night at Eagle Island 
Golf Club. It will be on Tuesday evenings. The cost will be $11 plus $6 if you’d like a cart. Contact 
Lindy if you’d like to be on the email contact list. We will continue to have two-three trips per year 
and occasional classes like Jilly’s for glass and a fall scarf finger-knitting class. 

Next Gotta Get-Away in late Sept./early Oct. 
The fall get-away this year will be a shopping “local” in Saugatuck 

with some surprises throughout the day. Stay tuned! 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7PM  Location to be determined each month. Attendees are asked to bring a 
snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in 
that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the book. 
 

May 6: Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler The home of Ruth Lofton 6240 Scenic Woods Cr. 
June 3: The Traitor’s Wife by Allison Pataki Location TBA 
July 1: Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline  Location TBA 

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check. 
 
              
Name 
 
              
Address          Phone   
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Dinner at Salt of the Earth in Fennville 

Wine Divas Uncorked 
 Our next trip is an overnighter to the wineries of the Old 
Mission Peninsula for their Wine Divas Uncorked event on June 
13. Thirty women will attend. Watch Facebook on June 13 for   
pictures of the group having fun! 

Touring Tippecanoe Place 

Thirty three fun people 
boarded the tour bus at 
8AM on the 26th and 
travelled to South Bend, 
IN. We toured and tasted 
at the SB Chocolate 
Company, had lunch at 
Tippecanoe Place, 
walked around Notre 
Dame, bought more 
candy at the Waukarusa 
Dime store and enjoyed 
dinner at Salt of the 
Earth! 

Very filling and fun! 
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Notice the bulb 
and flower    
exchange! 

Reminder to 
Bring a Salad 

to share! 

Remember, guests are free, 
but you must tell your caller 
if you are bringing a guest! 



 

GREEN EGGS AND HAM RECAP             Deborah Roest 

 The Dr. Seuss Green Eggs and Ham breakfast was a huge success. We served over a 140 
guests. The breakfast was very tasty. We provided a wonderful program with Cat in the Hat 
and his friends  and a vocal performance by the West Michigan Academy of child performers. It 
was a great program for everyone.   
 This event could have not happen without the help from our members including Delores  
- thank you so much for making the best green eggs in town, Dorothy, Pam, Sandy, Carolyn, 
Lindy,  Sharon, Barbara, Kay, Peggy, Karen A, Karen P, and Barb for being helpers on the set-
up day and the day of the event and Nancy for helping with the publicity and flyers and espe-
cially Karen M for taking all the reservations. We could not thank you all enough for all you do 
for the club. We have to thank our family members that were able to help- Dale Roest, Melissa 
Slorf's sister and Barbara Scott's sister too. We can not have enough helpers and supporters 
of our club.   
 A special thank you to Toni Seyforth and the drama group from North Muskegon 
School and the West Michigan Academy for a wonderful program they did for the parents and 
children. They were a big hit.   
 We also want to especially thank our sponsors who supported our event with all the do-
nations we received. Sponsors this year were the following businesses: Plumbs, Aldi’s, GFS, 
Wesco, William & Hughes Attorneys at Law and our member Doug Hughes, Mercy Health, 
and McDonalds-Jaar Inc. Also a big thank you to Muskegon Area District Library for their fi-
nancial support and to help promote this event.   
 We raised $598.00 this year and each child receivee a Dr. Seuss book. We really look 
forward to this event every year and we are the sure the guests do, too. Thanks again to every-
one who has helped in anyway for this event. 
  
Sincerely, 
Co Chairpersons  Deb Roest & Melissa Slorf  



 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts  

BOD Notes: 
 Club Treasurer, Stacy Hollenbeck is applying for state 

sales tax license 

 It’s time for annual dues. Initial invoices have been 
mailed. Please pay by June 30. There will be a 10% late 
fee assessed to all members not paid by that date. 

 Reminds members that Women of Accomplishment 
Brunch reservations are due by May 1 

 Approved holding a second Junk to Jewels on May 2&3. 
Donations may be dropped at the club on Wed., the 30th 
between 10 and 2 or at 2436 Holton Rd (M120) on 
Thursday the 1st. That’s where the sale will be held. 

 Approved discontinuing LifeStyles regular monthly 
meetings due to low attendance. Nancy will continue to 
be responsible for trips. Lindy will coordinate summer 
golf evenings. 

19 Judy Stojak 
24 Dolores Brondyke 
 Bob Scolnik 
29 Dorothy Brink 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 


