April, 2014

The President’s Pen

President, Lindy Olechnowicz

Happy Spring, Fellow Members!!
If you are tired of being cooped up, come on out to the Woman's Club! We have some
great activities planned throughout the month of April to get us full swing into Spring!!
Join us on April 2nd for our monthly luncheon! Our guest speaker is Diane Jancek, a
local business owner and expert on Organic Farming and Food. What an awesome opportunity to learn about what is happening with our local foods and agricultural
sector and how it impacts each of us!! Bring a friend (they attend for free) and introduce
them to our Club!
It's already that time of year as the Nominating Committee of Ruth Lofton and Nancy
Bierenga will be presenting the Slate of Candidates for the GMWC Board of Directors
2014-2015 at the April 2nd luncheon.
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LifeStyles, organized by Nancy Bierenga, has two outings in the works for our club members, as well as the community!! Plan to join the group for a Bus Trip to South Bend on
Saturday, April 26th!! She has the day packed with activities, tours and some yummy
experiences!!! What a great way to get out and have a good time with a fun group of
friends! More information about the April outing, as well as Wine Divas, an overnight wine tasting experience in June, is in the newsletter. Reservations are required for
these events.
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Make sure to mark your calendars to attend our annual Women of Accomplishment
breakfast ceremony on Saturday, May 17th. Kay Ostrom and her committee are working
diligently to prepare for a special event to honor this year's recipients! Contact Kay today to make your reservation as we honor a society of local women who have made a significant contribution to our community!!
Looking forward to a warm, gentle Spring! See you at the Clubhouse!

Lindy O

Upcoming Events
April
1
Book Talk
7PM
2 General Club Luncheon
12N
10 Scarf Class—LifeStyles
7PM
16 BOD
12N
25 Newsletter Articles Due
5PM
26 LifeStyles Bus Trip
8AM-8PM
May
6 Book Talk
7PM
7 General Club Salad Luncheon 12N
17 Women of Accomplishment 9AM
19 New Member Orientation
6PM
21 BOD
12N
22 President’s Brunch
10AM
22 LifeStyles
5:30PM
23 Newsletter Articles Due
5PM

2013/2014 Board of Directors
Lindy Olechnowicz, President
Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Loribeth Clark, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Tammy Hutson, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Dorothy Brink, Member at Large
Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Tammy Hutson, Chair

We ran low on food at the March meeting because there
were ten people who did not RSVP for themselves or for a guest.
Please be sure to tell your caller if you plan to bring a guest so we
can be sure to have enough food and places at the tables.
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Membership Growth
- 100
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Mary Rop joined the club in February
1651 Edinborough
Muskegon 49441
231-798-7096
cell: 231-740-7208
Mary is married to Ronald Rop. They have three
daughters and 8 grandchildren. She is a tutor for Read
Muskegon, is on the Friends of Norton Library, and is
on several committees at her church. Mary was
brought to the club by her friend, Kay Ostrom.
Welcome, Mary!

Board Nominations for 2014-2015
The list of nominees will be presented at the luncheon on
April 2. Elections will be held at our May luncheon and installation
at the June tea.

Wish List

New printer for the office ($250)
Donations toward new kitchen/bathroom floor ($400)
Upholstery for Parlor Furniture ($200/chair, $500/sofa)

April Office Hours You will be able to access the club during the following times:
April

1 7-8PM
2 11AM-2PM
16 12N-2PM

Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen

These are the groups that will benefit from our monthly offerings for this club year:
April -

Meals on Wheels/Books for Babies

April's collection will be for Meals on Wheels. We will
also be collecting books for babies to give to the obstetrics department of Hackley Hospital. Newborn hats
and blankets are also welcomed.

May June -

Every Woman's Place
Sacred Suds

It was such an honor to accept the Impact Award from Catholic Charities on behalf of the club. Thank
you to all who participated in the baby shower and the bowl painting events. It is because of you we
received the award and helped over 6,000 families. (See pictures and article on page 5)
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

1940 ~ Golden Anniversary

At long last, the hardships wrought by the Great Depression were fading, and the new
decade brought with it a renewed hope and optimism throughout the world. During the bleakest
days of the 1930’s, the club was a beacon of refuge and hope not only to its members, but also the
community. And so the first year of the new decade ushered in another round of lovely celebrations
– Flower Day, Originality Day, and Founder’s Day to name a few. However, the highlight of the
year, by far, was the 50th Anniversary Gala celebrated in November of 1940.
Arrayed in a plethora of autumnal splendor, banks of chrysanthemums illuminated by lighted
tapers in majestic 7-tiered candelabra filled the ballroom of the Occidental Hotel providing a lovely
background for the day’s festivities for the members and assembled guests. Sharing in the celebration were members of both Muskegon Heights Woman’s Club and White Lake Unity Club.
One highlight of the afternoon was the conferring of ‘Honorary Memberships’ upon five of the
original charter members – Mrs. William Munroe, Mrs. N.B. Lawson, Mrs. E.D. Magoon, Mrs. F.E.
Hammond, and Mrs. Edward Dana followed by a roll call of past presidents in attendance that day,
each of whom responded with a warm greeting. Past Presidents unable to attend the celebration
sent an array of congratulatory messages which were read aloud to the assembled members and
guests followed by a program of piano interludes and cantillations, as well as dinner music provided
by Muskegon High School Orchestra under the direction of Mr. William L. Stewart.
Crowning the day’s gala celebration was a magnificent birthday cake drawn into the ballroom on
a white tea wagon by the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of charter members. Doing the
honors were Richard W. Hume, Lowell Dana, Pearl Hasper, Pattie Risk, and Katherine Anne Foote.
As always, every detail of the gala was covered by the Muskegon Chronicle leaving those of us
who follow an historic record of the day.

Manners and Morals con’t reprinted from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen

Music

A Song Instead of a Speech
Nothing enlivens a dinner-party more than an occasional song, especially when the company is so well
warmed with wine as to become a little impatient at the restraints nevessarily imposed in listening to
speeches. (1860)
Hold Your Tongue
Nothing is more rude than to converse whilst people are singing. If you do not like music sufficiently
to listen to it, you should remember that others may do so, and that not only do you interrupt their
enjoyment of it, but you offer an offence to the singers. (1858)
Music as Bait
Girls are taught music almost as a matter of course, and too often merely consider it as a bait to lure a
lover. The lover being lured, the bait is detached from the hook, and looked upon as useless for the
rest of existence. (1868)
Don’t Mangle Your Song
If you are invited to sing, accept at once. Do not hurry up to the piano, as if glad of an opportunity to
show off, but go gently. If, by request, you have brought your music, leave it down stairs; it can be
sent for. In the choice of songs, variety is to be adopted. German music pleases generally; but let no
one not conversant with the right pronunciation of any foreign language sing in it; there is nothing so
unpleasant as broad French, mincing German, or lisping Italian. (1868)

GMWC
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

We have an opportunity on April 10 to learn the art of Hand Knitting. The class will cost $25. You
should bring a skein of yarn of your choice and you will complete a scarf, using only your hands, that
evening. Contact Nancy Bierenga or Sandy Garrett for more details. The class will be at the club and
will begin at 7PM.
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Next Gotta Get-Away on April 26
We’ll leave the old K-Mart Plaza on Henry St. at 8am, and return
there about 8pm. In between we’ll tour South Bend, IN, beginning
at the Chocolate Factory. We’ll also visit Notre Dame, have lunch
at a castle, and have dinner at Salt of the Earth in Fennville. In
between, if time allows, we’ll stop at the South Bend branch of the
Wakarusa Drug Store where they make and sell the world’s largest
jelly beans! Cost includes bus, tours, lunch, and dinner at $100 per
person based on 35 people on the bus. $50 due ASAP, not refundable, balance due by April 15. RSVP to Nancy Bierenga to reserve your seat.

Wine Divas Uncorked on June 13
The following trip will be an overnighter to
Traverse City and the wineries of Old Mission Peninsula. Each year they host an event just for women called
Wine Divas Uncorked.
You will find your own way to Traverse City to
a hotel that is yet to be selected. A limo or bus
(depending on the number of women attending) will pick us up and bring us around
to the selected wineries. Ticket price includes the event (with a special wine glass
and food pairings in addition to wine tasting at each winery), limo, and hotel. The price will depend on the number attending, but will be around $125. A non-refundable deposit of $25 pp will be
required to order event tickets. These are available on April 13 and I hope to order them that day.
The balance is required by June 1. Contact Nancy Bierenga to reserve your space.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Meetings at 7PM Location to be determined each month. Attendees are asked to bring a
snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in
that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the book.
April 1: The Book Thief by Markus Zusak and The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty The Tea Room
May 6: Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler
The home of Ruth Lofton
June 3: The Traitor’s Wife by Allison Pataki Location TBA
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone
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COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD to GMWC
The Club was awarded the “Impact Award” from Catholic Charities of West Michigan for going above
and beyond the expectations of the community-based agency. The Club helped 6,133 families in Muskegon through the Baby Shower luncheon held October 2, 2013, and the soup bowl painting held January 16, 2014. Member Carolyn Bowen, Philanthropy chair, graciously accepted the award on behalf of
the Club from Diane Musk. Diane is the director of the Baby Pantry and God’s Kitchen. Thank you to
all who participated or donated to these two events.

MARDI GRAS JAZZ PARTY REPORT

Lindy Olechnowicz

Our Third Annual Mardi Gras Jazz Party was held on Friday, February 28th at the Watermark Center. A New Orleans themed menu was provided by Harris Hospitality to the delight of those in attendance! Britta Cleveland from Clear Channel Radio entertained us as our hostess and emcee! The
dance floor was well used as the Lazy Blue Tunas performed many favorite songs and tunes to keep
the evening full of fun and excitement! Our Krewe Baskets - thanks to so many donations from local
businesses - got a lot of attention and majority of the people left with a prize!! Two lucky winners are
on their way to Bourbon Street to experience New Orleans first hand! A huge THANK YOU to this
year's sponsors: Andrie Inc., Platinum Development Builders, Soils and Structures, Novotny Electronics, White Lake Dock and Dredge, Baker Lumber, Whitelake Wallcovering, Northland Insurance,
ES Framing, Benjamin Bond's Company, Bruno's Specialty Contractors, Photography by Rae Jean,
Moments of Art, Kimi Colors, Debbe & Mike Matrone, The Mart Dock. The overall revenue from the
event for our club is approximately $6600!! Many, many thanks to the committee members for making
this year's event so successful Sharon Beck, Dorothy Brink, Laurel Sass, Dianne Thole, Hannah
Rogers, Rae Jean Erickson, Kimi Johnson, Loribeth Clark and Debbe Matrone. Thanks also to Tresha
Kidder, Ruth Lofton and Karin Carlson for their contributions as they jumped in and helped when
needed. And what would we do without our men??!! An overwhelming Thank You to our hubbies
who come out and participate to pull off a great party to benefit the Woman's Club!!!
If you have not attended any of our Mardi Gras Jazz parties, you really should next year. I was on the
committee this year and attended so I could help with the tickets for the Krewe baskets. It was a lot
more fun than I thought it would be and I stayed until it was over. It looked like everyone that attended
had a great time. The band was great and the whole evening was a great way to forget about the longlong winter that we have had and look forward to spring, so next year you should attend. You will be
glad you did.
Dorothy Brink
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Two of our candidates for office will be greeting at the April luncheon. Be sure to take a minute to meet them
that day, especially if you don’t know who they are! Melissa Slorf is nominated as President-Elect and Barbara
Scott is nominated as Member at Large.

Report
Sharon Beck, Chair
A sincere thank you to everyone who donated items, attended the sale, worked
before, during, or after the sale, and / or
helped in any other way. This was our
most successful sale yet with a net profit
of $1,406.92 plus the sale of 8 cookbooks!
Our first pre-sale wine party was successful also. Everyone who attended had a
great time.
The left-over items were moved to storage in North Muskegon and a spring sale
is planned in that location.
Details will be announced
when a date is set (and/or
spring arrives).
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Toni Seyferth, Chair

If you know a Muskegon County high school student in grades 9, 10, or 11 who is involved in the arts
in any form, please pass this application/information on to them so they can apply for our scholarship.
The deadline has been extended to May 2. Applications will be reviewed that day, so it is important to
get the info out to the community promptly.

Student Application for Fine Arts Scholarship
Award amount: $500
All Applications shall be postmarked or delivered April 4th, 2014(extended to May 2nd)
Applicant/
Nominee
Address
City
State/Zip
Phone
Email

Submitted by
(If a nomination)

Address
City
State/Zip
Phone
Email

DIRECTIONS: Please provide specific examples in each of the following categories. Include photos, CD, flashdrive, or website addresses to view examples of art if available. Use extra paper if necessary.
1. Introduce yourself and tell us about your artistic focus.

2. How would you envision using this financial support to expand and strengthen your art?

3. Why do you deserve this award?

4. Please attach two references who will speak to your character. Please ask them to explain why they
think you would be deserving of this award.
5. Include an Original Transcript of grades.
6. Mail to: The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
Attention Fine Arts Scholarship
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, Michigan 49440




All Applications shall be postmarked or delivered by April 4th, 2014(extended to Friday, May 2nd)
Interviews Held: Sunday, May 18th, 2014 from 2-4pm. at The Greater Muskegon Woman’s club.
Award Ceremony to be held June 12, 2014 at 5:30pm at The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
1
3
12
25

Pam Caris
Pat Ackerberg
Florence Bright
Jane Diederichsen

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!
26 Connie Bull
29 Nancy Bierenga

BOD Notes:








Accepted Slate of Candidates for 2015 To be announced
at April luncheon
Approved May luncheon to include flower/bulb exchange among members and guests. Invitations will be
sent to other groups. Speaker Norma York-Bremer
“Pocket Garden”
Approved date of December 9 for Evening by Candlelight
Reminds members that we need at least 35 people to go
on the trip to South Bend or it will have to be cancelled.
We are short 20 people. Reservations must be made by
the time of the luncheon (see details on page 4)
Accepted a donation of tea cups and saucers from estate
of Eloise South and designated June Membership Tea to
be held in Eloise’ honor, using the tea collection. Her
daughter will be invited to attend the tea.

