March, 2014

The President’s Pen

President, Lindy Olechnowicz

Fellow Members,
March marks the beginning of Spring! A time of the year to blossom and grow! After a brutal winter of record snow fall and below average temperatures, I am sure I
am not alone in welcoming Spring flowers and colorful, bright surroundings.
This month is shaping up to be very full at the GMWC. Please mark your calendars
and plan to join us for at least one of the many activities planned. To honor
Women’s History Month, plan to join us on Wednesday, March 5, for our General
Club Luncheon and learn about Genealogy. Our annual “Junk to Jewels”
Rummage sale is in full swing March 6-8, with a Cocktail Party on Friday
night! Clean out some of your junk and go home with some new jewels!!
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Happy Birthday to Dr. Seuss!! Enjoy a fun morning and the delight of
many little people as the Cat in the Hat shows up at the GMWC for our
Green Eggs and Ham breakfast!!
You’ll find more information about these exciting events and others
throughout the newsletter!!
I’m looking forward to seeing you at the Club this month!!
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Sincerely,

Lindy O

Upcoming Events
March
4 Book Talk
5 General Club Luncheon
6 Drop-off for Junk to Jewels
7 Junk to Jewels First Choice
8 Junk to Jewels Sale
13 Green Eggs and Ham set up
15 Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast
19 BOD
21 Newsletter Articles Due
27 LifeStyles
April
1
Book Talk
2 General Club Luncheon
16 BOD
25 Newsletter Articles Due
26 LifeStyles Bus Trip

7PM
12N
9-4 & 6-8
6-9PM
9AM-3PM
5:30PM
10AM
12N
5PM
5:30PM
7PM
12N
12N
5PM
8AM-8PM

2013/2014 Board of Directors
Lindy Olechnowicz, President
Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Loribeth Clark, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Tammy Hutson, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Dorothy Brink, Member at Large
Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Tammy Hutson, Chair

We gave out five visitor packets at the February tea. Remember that the Board has offered to have guests at all
meetings for free through the end of this fiscal year. Be
sure to tell your caller if you plan to bring a guest so we
can be sure to have enough food and places at the tables.
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Membership Growth
- 100

Board Nominations for 2014-2015

- 90

It is the time of year once again to think about our Board of Directors for the next club year. If you would like to nominate a member
of the club for a board position, or if you are interested in serving,
please contact Ruth Lofton or Nancy Bierenga. We will be happy to
answer any questions you may have and are accepting nominations at
this time.
Phone calls to members for their nominations will begin in early
March. The slate of candidates will be presented to the March BOD and
to the membership at the April meeting. Elections will be held at the
May Membership Luncheon.

- 80

Wish List

New printer for the office ($250)
Donations toward new kitchen/bathroom floor ($400)
Upholstery for Parlor Furniture ($200/chair, $500/sofa)

House & Grounds

Temporary Chair, Lindy Olechnowicz
The new window coverings for the ballroom have been ordered. Alterations will begin as
soon as possible and they will be hung as soon as the work is finished!
March Office Hours You will be able to access the club during the following times:
March

Philanthropy

5
14
15
19
27

11AM--2PM
5:30-7:30PM
9AM-11AM
12N-2PM
5PM-8PM

Carolyn Bowen

These are the groups that will benefit from our monthly offerings for this club year:
March - Mission for Area People Meds
May - Every Woman's Place
April - Meals on Wheels/Books for Babies
June - Sacred Suds
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

1939 – Survivors
Surely few people lamented the passing of the long hard decade of the 1930’s. Those who had survived
the suffering of the greatest depression known to mankind were now anxiously anticipating a much
brighter future. Little could they know that their optimism would so quickly be destroyed by another
World War.
As so often stated previously, Muskegon Woman’s Club not only survived the devastation of the Great Depression, but
also flourished sheerly through the dedication and determination of its intrepid members. An aura of optimism permeated the club and its members during this final year of the decade as evidenced by the following thumbnail sketch . . . .
Apparently, January of 1939 was milder than that of 2014 as members and guests gathered at the clubhouse during
the first week of the year for a musical performance by a local group, ‘Muskegon Mothers Singers’, a chapter of the
‘National Movement of the Congress of Parents and Teachers’. According to the Muskegon Chronicle, “the chorus of forty
singers greatly pleased the audience”.
The ever-popular Mary A. Temple Open Door Program enjoyed a banner-setting year with the largest audience ever in
its long history when on January 18th, an afternoon of piano interludes followed by a radio play and cantillations delighted a hundred audience members followed by February’s phenomenal ‘Stephen Foster Musical’ which played to an
audience of three hundred!
March brought actress, Myrtyl Ross’s riveting portrayal of the life, mission, and untimely death of the ‘Maid of Orleans’ as well as a lecture by world traveler, Captain Guy Heriot, enlightening audiences on the negative image of
Americans held by the people of Latin America.
Amidst the myriad of guest speakers that year, the ladies of the club hosted a dessert and fashion parade in conjunction with their sister club, Muskegon Heights Woman’s Club to raise money for the General Federation’s ‘Mary E.
Thompson Scholarship Fund’. Their efforts raised a total of $60 in honor of beloved member and former president,
Mary E. Thompson.
Unfortunately, June brought a devastating loss to the ladies of the club with the tragic, untimely death of their newly
elected president, Mrs. A. G. Umbreit.
As always, the last month of the year ushered in the perennially popular Christmas Party for Underprivileged Children. Ventriloquist ‘Jack and Jill’ delighted little ones, but best of all were the gifts delivered by Old Saint Nick.
Remember, Dear Readers, this is but a thumbnail sketch of the vast variety of club activities – countless others are detailed in our soon-to-be-published book, The First Fifty Years!

Manners and Morals con’t reprinted from the book

Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen

Cranking Your Car
Step briskly forward in front of the car,
seize the handle that you will notice hanging there,
and turn it sharply round from left to right. Then
let go, and it will swing back and catch you a smart
blow on the side of the head. Repeat the operation
until the engine is started. You must, however, be
careful to see that the brakes are on before you set
the machinery going. Otherwise, of course, the car
will start while you are winding it up, and you will
be borne firmly but rapidly along into the window
of the nearest greengrocer’s shop, where a crate full
of ripe bananas will impinge upon your solar
plexus, possibly with fatal results.
When the engine is fairly started, run
round and spring lightly into the car, pull back the
handle you will see on the right hand side and
grasp the steering wheel. The rest must be left to
Providence. (1910)
“The horseless carriage would never, of course, come
into as common use as the bicycle.”
(Literary Digest, ca. 1900)

GMWC
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our March meeting will be held on the 27th. We will start at 5:30PM with a spring salad supper
which will be provided at a cost of $5 per person (with recipes). Following supper we will do some
quick, inexpensive, and easy Easter décor ideas and then spend some time doing the spring decorating
at the club. Please join us!
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Next Gotta Get-Away on April 26
We’ll leave the old K-Mart Plaza on Henry St. at 8am, and return
there about 8pm. In between we’ll tour the Chocolate Factory, visit
Notre Dame, have lunch at a castle, and have dinner at Salt of the
Earth in Fennville. In between, if time allows, we’ll stop at the
South Bend branch of the Wakarusa Drug Store where they make
and sell the world’s largest jelly beans! Cost includes bus, tours,
lunch, and dinner at $100 per person based on 35 people on the
bus. $50 due in March, not refundable, balance due by April 15.
RSVP to Nancy Bierenga to reserve your seat.

Wine Divas Uncorked on June 13
The next trip will be an overnighter to Traverse City and
the wineries of Old Mission Peninsula. Each year they host an
event just for women called Wine Divas Uncorked.
You will find your own way to Traverse City to a hotel
that is yet to be selected. A limo or bus (depending
on the number of women attending) will pick us up and bring us around to
the selected wineries. Ticket price includes (the event with a special wine
glass and food pairings in addition to wine tasting at each winery), limo,
and hotel. The price will depend on the number attending, but will be
around $125. A non-refundable deposit of $25 pp will be required to order
event tickets. These are available on April 13 and I hope to order them that
day. The balance is required by June 1. Contact Nancy Bierenga to reserve
your space.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Meetings at 7PM Location to be determined each month. Attendees are asked to bring
a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested
in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the book.
March 4: The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty
April 1: The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Call Toni or Karen Andrie for location

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone
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GREATER MUSKEGON WOMAN’S CLUB
OFFICIAL BALLOT
Vote on March 5, 2014 by General Membership present at meeting.

IN THE EVENT THE GREATER MUSKEGON WOMAN’S CLUB IS
TOTALLY DESTROYED BY A COVERED INSURANCE PERIL,
WOULD IT BE THE DESIRE OF THE MEMBERSHIP TO:
Please circle either option #1 or option #2 below as your vote.
1) REBUILD THE CLUB HOUSE (This would require the building be insured to its full replacement
value – see notes below*).
2) DO NOT REBUILD THE CLUB HOUSE AND PROCEED WITH OTHER OPTIONS; POSSIBLY
RENT ANOTHER BUILDING WHEREBY MAINTENANCE, TAXES, INSURANCE, ETC. ARE
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUILDING OWNER, OR POSSIBLY PROCEED WITHOUT A
BUILDING AND HOLD MEETINGS AT LOCAL RESTAURANTs OR OTHER MEETING
PLACEs, ETC. (If this is the option selected, the building could then be insured for its Actual Cash Value,
meaning today’s replacement value depreciated by age and condition. Please keep in mind, in the event of a
loss where only a portion of the building were damaged or destroyed, if the building is insured at Actual
Cash Value the loss would also be settled at Actual Cash Value. Actual Cash Value may not be enough to
cover a partial claim for repairs or replacement leaving the Club in a position to be financially responsible for
coinsuring the claim. Or, the Club could continue to insure the building for Replacement Value to eliminate
the possibility of a partial loss being adjusted on actual cash value. If the building were then totally destroyed
and it is the intent of the Club NOT to rebuild the Club House, the claim would be settled at Actual Cash
Value.)
*NOTES: After the November General Membership meeting, the Board of Directors researched optional insurance markets. Both Travelers Insurance Company and National Trust Insurance Services, LLC were approached.
Both carriers were highlighted in a Historic Preservation Publication as insurance sources for Historical Replacement Cost Insurance**. Travelers responded by stating they do not wish to insure “historic” buildings, only
historic contents. National Trust Insurance Services offered a proposal to insure our Club House for Historic Replacement Cost, subject to underwriting guidelines. Another local insurance agent was also contacted to present a
proposal, but he declined by saying he could not offer the broad coverage or be competitive against our current
insurance program. Auto-Owners (our current underwriter), based on a “grandfather clause”, will continue to
insure our Club House for Replacement Value (different than Historic Replacement Cost) or Actual Cash Value.
**Historic Replacement Cost is defined by the carrier as “THE COST TO REPAIR OR REPLACE WITH THE
SAME MATERIALS, WORKMANSHIP AND ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES, USED FOR THE SAME PURPOSE,
WITHOUT DEDUCTION FOR DEPRECIATION PROVIDED THEY ARE REASONABLY AVAILABLE. HISTORIC REPLACEMENT COST WILL APPLY AS THE COST TO REPAIR OR REPLACE WITH MATERIAL,
WORKMANSHIP AND ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES THAT MOST CLOSELY RESEMBLE THOSE THAT EXISTED BEFORE THE LOSS OR DAMAGE OCCURRED.” This coverage, of course, is dictated by the insured
limits and endorsements within the policy.
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We need volunteers for set up on March 13 beginning at 5:30pm with a potluck dinner. We
also need helpers for the day of the event March 15. Please contact Deb Roest at 744-1936 or
roostergirl23@gmail.com to volunteer. Also if anyone would like to make a monetary donation or food donation towards the event, please call Deb Roest.
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In 2014 Promise Yourself…
* To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. * To talk
health, happiness, and prosperity to
every person you meet. * To make all
your friends feel that there is something
in them. * To look at the sunny side of
everything and make your optimism
come true. * To think only of the best, to
work only for the best, and expect only
the best. * To be just as enthusiastic
about the success of others as you are
about your own. * To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the
greater achievement of the future. * To
wear a cheerful countenance at all times
and give every living creature you meet
a smile. * To give so much time to the
improvement of yourself that you have
no time to criticize others. * To be too
large for worry, too noble for anger, too
strong for fear, and to happy to permit
the presence of trouble.

Order your tickets on line at:
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/mardi-gras
-jazz-party-third-annual-tickets10383578563

By Christian D. Larson

The organ in the ballroom is available free to any member who would
like it. Delivery is your responsibility. If no member expresses interest prior
to the Junk to Jewels event on March 7, it will be given away at the event
to an interested person.

ABOUT TOWN







these events from our community are listed here for your convenience
Soups On Along the Lakeshore at Fricano Place. Call Catholic Charities for
details (231-726-1219). Most of the bowls we painted will be used at this event.
March 10-April 25 Shaurya Kumar at the Art Gallery at MCC
March 16
West Michigan Youth Symphony Grand Haven High School
March 22
Scrabble Fun(d)raiser for Read Muskegon Details at Readmuskegon.org or
(231)830-5539
March 23
Shoreline Symphony Coffee and a Danish
3PM at First Congregational
Free
March 29
Heels for Meals 6-11PM at Watermark Center Tickets $40 pp available at
AgeWell Services. All proceeds to benefit Meals on Wheels of Muskegon,
Oceana, and Ottawa Counties.
February 27

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
7
10
19
24

Maxine Boucher
Evelyn Syers
Rosalie Mancier
Bonnie Kellogg

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!
25 Sandy Wellington
27 Lindy Olechnowicz
Kathy Leiter

BOD Notes:
1. We will vote on the Insurance Proposal at the March luncheon meeting. You may read the proposal again in this issue.
There will be a time for questions prior to the vote.
2. Please remember that any donations of items for the club
must go through the BOD so we are aware that they are coming and who is donating the item. Please don’t just drop it off!
3. We are always accepting donations toward our Fine Arts
Scholarship. There is a form on page 4 that you may include
with your check. Please mail or bring your check to the club.
4. We need to sell 70% of our cookbooks by Sept. 2 to qualify
for a contest by the publisher. Please help!
Women of Accomplishment
Awards Program:
May 17, 2014 9AM-12N
Speaker:
Sarah Rinsema-Sybenga
Contact Kay Ostrum for reservations, or to get information on sponsorships.

