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2013/2014 Board of Directors 
 

Lindy  Olechnowicz. President 
Deborah Matrone, Vice President 

Loribeth Clark, President-Elect 
Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 

Tammy Hutson, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 

Dorothy Brink, Member at Large  
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
 

December 
3 Book Talk 7PM 
4 Christmas Tea 1PM 
8 Holiday Evening set up 1-6pm 
9 Holiday Evening by Candlelight  6:30pm 
18 BOD  12N 
19 LifeStyles Christmas Party 5:30pm 
 
January 
7 Book Talk 7PM 
8 Winter Club Pride Day 9am-3pm 
15 BOD  12N 
16 Soups On Along the Lakeshore 5:30pm 
17 Dance the Night Away 7PM 
24 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 

Season's Greetings!! 
 
The hustle and bustle of the holiday season is upon us!!  May you have many 
joyous moments over the next few weeks with your friends and family!  It's 
the time of year for traditions and the creation of memories!  I hope you 
have many to savor!! 
 
We anticipate creating some memories as the membership of GMWC this 
holiday season with a line up of festivities for you to participate in: Join us 
this Saturday, November 30th for our Artisan Market and find a unique gift 
or two for someone on your shopping list.  The Board of Directors is     
hosting our annual Christmas Tea on Wednesday, December 4th with     
entertainment from the Reeths-Puffer Choir.  Our beautiful club house will 
be all decked out for our Evening by Candlelight event on Monday,         
December 9th.  And join our LifeStyles group for dinner and a Christmas 
Party at The Lake House on Thursday, December 19th.  There is more    
information about these events throughout the newsletter. 
 
Look forward to seeing you during the holiday season!! 
 
Cheers - 
  

 Sincerely, Lindy O   

The President’s Pen                       President, Lindy Olechnowicz 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Tammy Hutson, Chair 

Amy Schumm 
PO Box 5053 
Muskegon, MI 49445 
419-749-2348 
toothcleaner0@yahoo.com 

Email Correction: 
Dianne Thole 
Ruththole@gmail.com 

Welcome to Our Newest Members New Member Orientation 
New members who had not previously attended an orienta-
tion were invited to the Club on Monday evening, Nov. 25. 
There would have been pictures here, but unfortunately the 
snowy and blowy weather caused the event to be resched-
uled to Monday, Dec. 2. 

Barbara Scott 
2838 N. Riverwood 
Muskegon, MI 49445 
231-760-5757 
Bls.lady.scott@yahoo.com 

Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

December - Lake Woods Nursing Home 
January -     No Meeting 
February -   Local Chapter American Red Cross 

March - Mission for Area People Meds 
April -    Meals on Wheels/Books for Babies 
May -     Every Woman's Place 
June -    Sacred Suds 

These are the groups that will benefit from our monthly offerings for this club year: 

Please remember your gift for the residents of Lake Wood Nursing Center if you took an ornament 
tag last month.  Please call me if for some reason you will not be able to attend the December Tea and 
I will pick up the gift.   Thank you. Carolyn Bowen, 780-3826  

Peggy Peckham 
1036 Hidden Creek Dr. 
Muskegon, MI 49441 
231-670-2424 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

House & Grounds            Temporary Chair, Lindy Olechnowicz 
Grand River Builders has completed the much needed roof repairs.  Rustic North Fine 
Finishing and O'Leary's Paints will be providing their generous donations for the 
painting of the ballroom sometime in December or January, based on our club and 
rental calendar.   
Our Winter Club Pride Day is scheduled for Wednesday, January 8th from 9am to 
3pm. Please help us start the New Year right by organizing and cleaning the club. 
There are tasks anyone can do, so don’t feel it is all back-breaking work and you aren’t 
up to it. Stop in—we’ll find the perfect task for your ability-level.  

Wish List 
 New printer for the office ($250) 

 Additional money for new curtains for the ballroom. (page 6) 
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Days Gone By                           Karin Carlson 

1936 
Survivors 

 

     Amidst the hustle and bustle and busyness of modern life, we often overlook priceless gifts 
hidden in plain sight right before our eyes. How often do we come and go from our clubhouse 
without giving a thought to the fact that this historic building has graced the corner of Webster Avenue and 
Second Street for well over a hundred years – if these walls could talk, what stories they could tell!  
     Inevitably, when the history of the club is shared, the name of Mrs. Minnie Smith comes to the forefront, 
as it was through her generosity and beneficence that the long cherished dream of having a clubhouse became 
a reality in 1902. However, building the clubhouse was just the beginning – keeping it has been a never-
ending and, at times, almost impossible struggle. Only through sheer determination and dedication of count-
less women through the decades do we still have this venerable, historic building. To them, we owe a debt of 
unending gratitude, as few women’s clubs have been as fortunate. 
     Nowhere is this more apparent than in the depth of the Great Depression as evidenced by a poignant arti-
cle in the Muskegon Chronicle on January 1, 1936. To paraphrase the article would not do it justice, and so it is 
shared here in its entirety.  
 

Woman’s Club Clears Building of  Mortgage 
 

Organization Emerges from Trying Days of  Depression with Activities Unimpaired 
 

     The Muskegon Woman’s Club which was organized in 1890, has for nearly 46 years been one of the foremost   
agencies in our city for the cultural, educational, and social enrichment of the lives of its members. 
     Artists of note and lecturers, who are nationally known and recognized, are brought here from time to time for the 
regular Friday afternoon meetings. The club membership for the year 1935-1936 numbers approximately 350 senior 
club members and 100 junior members. Naturally, these women have varied interests and so the club is divided into the 
following departments: Literature and Drama, Education, Philanthropy and Civics, Music, American Home, and   
Junior.  
     During the difficult years since 1929 many clubs were forced to curtail their activities, memberships dropped to a low 
level and all manner of economics adopted. The Muskegon Woman’s club, however, has been able to carry on its regular 
program of activities and, in addition, was able to pay in full the mortgage held against its property. The Muskegon 
Woman’s Club is fortunate in the possession of a fine building adequately suited to the needs of the club, thanks to the 
generosity of the late Mrs. Francis Smith, a former member and long time resident of the city. 

    
      And so, as we gather with loved ones this Thanksgiving, let us be mindful of these indomitable ladies 
who have passed on this treasure to us and give thanks not only for them but also for the treasure they have 
entrusted to us 

Happy Thanksgiving!  
Respectfully submitted, 

Karin Carlson 
November 22, 2013  

Manners and Morals   will return in Jan. con’t.  from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America 

December Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
December 3 7:00-8:30PM 
  4 11A-2PM 
  7 10-2PM 

 9 5:30-8:30PM 
 18 12PM-2PM 
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LIFESTYLES                         Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 

 The Holiday dinner on Thursday,  December 19, will be held at the Lake House    
Restaurant at 6 pm.  This is an all club member event.  Please call Deb Roest at 
744-1936 for reservations.  Please bring a gift for exchange ranging from $10-
$15. 

Next Gotta Get-Away on April 26 
We’ll leave the old K-Mart Plaza on Henry St. at 8am, and  
return there about 8pm. In between we’ll tour a Chocolate 
Factory, visit Notre Dame, have lunch at a castle, and have 

dinner at Salt of the Earth in Fennville. In between if time al-
lows, we’ll stop at the South Bend branch of the Wakarusa 

Drug Store where they make and sell the world’s largest jelly 
beans! Cost and further details announced as time approaches. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7pm  Location to be determined each month. Attendees are asked to bring a 
snack or beverage to pass. We will be choosing books for next year at the December 
meeting, so bring ideas. If you can’t join us but have some ideas, email or call Karen An-
drie or Toni Seyferth. 

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book. Location for each meeting 
will be determined at the meeting prior. 
  Dec. 3 If You Could See What I See by Cathy Lamb at the club 
  Jan. 7 Book and meeting place to be announced 



Gingerbread House Event Recap 
 

This year's Build a Gingerbread House 
fundraiser was a GREAT success!!! 
 Over the course of the week-end, 

we had 329 participants in our club house and 235 ginger-
bread houses were built!!  Santa and Mrs. Claus visited on 
Saturday and Sunday to the delight of many little people!!  
There were also some big people who sat on his lap!!  The 
estimated revenue for the club from this year's event is approximately $3,700. A SPECIAL 
thanks to our sponsors:  Andrie Inc., Platinum Builders, élan Realty 
lakeshore, Service 1 Credit Union, Meijer, Plumb's and Norma York 
Bremer for their generous donations. 
 A HUGE thank you to the many club members that made this 
year's event go smoothly:  Karen McMahon, Ruth Hillman, Dorothy 

Brink, Dolores Brondyke, Karen    
Peters, Barbara Scott, Sandy Wel-
lington, Dona David, Sharon Beck, 
Deb Roest, Nancy Bierenga, Cathy 
Jaszewski, Dianne Thole, Tammy 
Hutson, Karen Andrie, Hannah Rogers, Kay Meyers, 
Debbe Matrone, Barb Wagonmaker, Kay Ostrom, 
Carolyn  Bowen, Ann Caris and Karin Carlson.         
Additional help and a BIG, BIG thanks to potential 
new members: Wendy Bialek, Nancy Lathum, and 
Alana Baker as well as the AWESOME student        
volunteers, Meagan Bourdo, Anna Sytsema, Anika 
Eenigenburg, Jacob  VanderPloeg, and Carlie           
VanderPloeg on Saturday and Nicole DePender,     

Shannon DePender, and Hunter Guiles, with Meagan, Carlie, and Anika again on Sunday!!  
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 An additional two table hostesses are needed for the Holiday Evening by Candlelight  on 

Monday, December 9 at 6:15PM.  If you are able to help, please contact Deb Roest as soon as  

possible. If you are not a hostess but would like to attend, call Deb and she will find you a table 

hostess who is looking for more guests. Tickets are $10. For more information, see the flyer on 

page 4. 

Holiday Evening By Candlelight 

The Sunday crowd almost popped the seams of the 
ballroom! 



 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts  

From the Board of Directors 
These items are repeated from last month, but they’re so important 
to our club and our members that we think they bear repeating. 
 
 The Board of Directors reminds members that non-member 

guests are welcome to attend two membership meetings 
(luncheons or teas) prior to joining the club. 

 We have set a membership goal of 100 members. In order 
to reach that number this fiscal year, we need to bring in 
three new members each month. See page two for the  
Membership Rising thermometer. 

 To encourage significant growth this year, the BOD has 
decided to host potential member guests free at the rest of 
our luncheons. 

 Members are encouraged to invite friends who are potential 
members and to remember to RSVP for your guest as well 
as for yourself. 

1 Eloise Selleck 
7 Dona David 
14 Sarah Andrie 
16 Dianne Wiaduck 

27 Amy Schumm 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 


