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2013/2014 Board of Directors 
 

Lindy  Olechnowicz. President 
Deborah Matrone, Vice President 

Loribeth Clark, President-Elect 
Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair 

Tammy Hutson, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 

Dorothy Brink, Member at Large  
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
 

November 
5 Book Talk 7PM 
6 General Club Luncheon 12N 
13 Antique Auction 6:30PM 
20 BOD  12N 
21 LifeStyles/Gingerbread set up 5:30PM 
22-24 Gingerbread House Event see page  
22 Newsletter Articles Due 5pm 
30 Artisan Market 10-3 
 

December 
3 Book Talk 7PM 
4 Christmas Tea 1PM 
8 Holiday Evening set up 5:30pm 
9 Holiday Evening by Candlelight  6:30pm 
18 BOD  12N 
19 LifeStyles Christmas Party 5:30pm 

Greetings Fellow Members - 

  

WOW - this year is just flying by!  It is hard to believe that it is already Novem-
ber.  This is special time of year to cherish moments with our friends and fami-
lies!  Our club calendar is full of activities that we welcome you to participate in and 
enjoy!!  Some of these events are traditions of our club, while others are new and joint 
ventures.  Here's a sneak peak of what's up for the month of November: 

 Our general club luncheon is a program about the new, local Comprehensive Breast 
Center.  Wear a hat to the luncheon to show support of breast cancer awareness.  It 
will be a fun, yet informative, meeting!!   

 We have a special, joint event with the Questers Chapter.  Bring antiques you wish 
to donate and share in a soup/salad potluck.  Items will be auctioned off and pro-
ceeds will be split between the Quests and GMWC.   

 Another special, joint event will be held at the North Muskegon Theatre Depart-
ment - it is a student, benefit performance of Steel Magnolias.  Proceeds from this 
event will benefit the Muskegon Diabetes Education Support group.   

 Get in the holiday spirit by kicking it off with our annual "Build A Gingerbread 
House" event! This is an awesome tradition for the GMWC and loads of fun for "the 
creative, kid in all of us"!   

 Do some Christmas shopping at the Artisan Market - it is a great place to find 
unique gifts and support our local talent!!  As a club, we will be having a book sale 
during the Artisan Market so please donate used books to the cause.  Proceeds from 
the book sale will be used to underwrite our Club History Book. 

  

WHEW!  What a month of GREAT stuff at the Woman's Club!!  Come out and sup-
port our club and community!  There are more details on these events throughout the 
newsletter!   

Happy Holidays! Sincerely, Lindy   

The President’s Pen                       President, Lindy Olechnowicz 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Tammy Hutson, Chair 

November Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
November 5 7:00-8:30PM 
  6 11A-2PM 
  20 12N-2PM 
  21 5:30-7:30PM 

About Town 

The Yearbooks will be available at the Luncheon on Nov. 6. If you 
are not able to attend, you may either pick it up later or ask to have 
it mailed to you. If you are able to deliver a book to another mem-
ber who hasn’t picked up their copy, please tell Lindy or Tammy if 
you take extras. 

22 7PM-9PM 
23 9AM-4PM 
24 1PM-3PM 
30 9AM-4PM  

Cathie Jaszewski 
4308 Lin Nan Lane 
Norton Shores, MI 49441 
231-780-2638 or 313-410-2228 
cathie.jaszewski@gmail.com 

Dianne Thole 
3050 W. Sherman Blvd. 
Muskegon, MI 49441 
231-720-5545 
lamontmill@yahoo.com 

Welcome to Our Newest Members Membership Committee Changes 
The board would like to thank Julie Haines for her time 
and effort that she gave to GMWC as Membership chair. 
Julie finds herself spending her time with her three new 
grandchildren and has resigned as Membership Chair. 
 

The board is excited to announce that Tammy Hutson has 
agreed to take the position of Membership Chair. She is 
joined on the committee by Connie Bull who will act in an 
advisory role. Three new members will be joining the club 
in the next weeks who are also willing to serve on the 
membership committee with Tammy! A huge thanks to all 
five of you! 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

mailto:cathie.jaszewski@gmail.com
mailto:lamontmill@yahoo.com
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 Days Gone By                           Karin Carlson 
“Highlights of 1935” 

 
     1935 will be featured in this month’s edition of  Days Gone By in an effort to highlight the va-
riety and vitality of the various departments of the club in the midst of the Great Depression. 
Membership stood at 350 – it would never again in the history of the club reach the 600 mark of 
the 1920’s. The Mary L. Temple Open Door Program remained the highlight of wintry Sunday afternoons in 
the city when the clubhouse was filled to capacity by appreciative audiences enjoying the very best of local 
talent. As always, the program began with a fifteen-minute community sing usually led by Mr. William H. 
Stuart followed by a variety of musical selections presented by local artists. Especially popular were the 
Club’s Muskegon Morning Musicale Choir’s performances as well as Mrs. Verna Luther’s choir students from 
Muskegon High School. 
     In accordance with a plan by which each department of Muskegon Woman’s Club was to be hostess to the 
entire club for one social afternoon during the year, members were treated to a wonderfully eclectic variety of 
programming as illustrated by the following. . . . 
     The American Home Department sponsored a delightful dessert-bridge party in the well-appointed ball-
room where players at twenty-three tables competed for attractive prizes while the Music Department again 
hosted their annual “Fashion Tea” for the enjoyment of the ladies of the club. Clothing and footwear for the 
Fashion Show were graciously provided by the Alice Jane Shop and T.E. Andersen while the Mary Dot Shop 
provided stylish clothing for children. Tea and light refreshments followed. 
     The Civics Department hosted a most enlightening program for members with guest speaker, Judge Ruth 
Thompson of the County Probate Court, speaking on “Michigan Laws Affecting Women” with a luncheon 
following her address. 
     However, the highlight of the entire club year was a visit to the local Civilian Conservation Corps Camp 
on Scenic Drive as guests of the officers and men where the ladies were treated to a noon meal followed by a 
short program. Captain Ralph Palmer expressed great appreciation for all that the ladies had donated and 
done for the men and especially for being the “first organization in Muskegon to recognize the Muskegon 
Camp.” Colonel Browning then enumerated the outstanding accomplishments of the Corps including build-
ing the blockhouse, surveying the boundaries of the State Park, grading a road to the Lake Michigan channel, 
developing the natural amphitheater (ovals) there, and the beautification of Scenic Drive. 
     Finally, the ladies were entertained by the men singing the CCC theme song, Dinah, and a touching rendi-
tion of I Love You Truly. In true gentlemanly fashion, the ladies were escorted back to the clubhouse before 
returning to their homes after a most memorable evening. 

Manners and Morals    con’t.  from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America 
How to Choose a Husband 

 The Model Husband A young woman should be able to find in the husband of her choice 
honor, purity, strength and courage (1916)  

 Find His Defects  A young woman should take pains to find out the defects and weak-
nesses of the man who would make her his life companion, for defects he will have, else he is not of 
the earth. (1916) 

 Don’t Go to it Blind You would not like to live with a liar, with a thief, with a drunkard, for 
twenty or thirty years. (1886) 

 The Lazy Man  A lazy man will make but a weak band of support for his and your 
house; so will one deficient in fortitude—that is, the power to bear pain and trouble without whin-
ing. (1886) 

 Avoid the Genius  Never marry a genius. As the supply of geniuses is very limited, this 
advice may be superfluous. It is not so, however, for there is enough and to spare of men who think 
that they are geniuses, and take liberties accordingly. (1886) 
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LIFESTYLES                          Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 

 Our October meeting was a glass class with Jilly. Over 20 women participated and made some 
beautiful sun catchers, Christmas ornaments, and jewelry. A repeat class will be held in late winter 
or spring. 
 Due to a lack of participation, it was decided that LifeStyles monthly meetings will be discon-
tinued and replaced with activities, trips, or classes.  In November we will do Christmas decorating 
and Gingerbread set-up on the 21st. In December we’ll have a Christmas dinner on the 19th at 

The Lake House. Save the date and RSVP to Deb Roest. We’ll do a 
$15 gift exchange at the party. 

Gotta Get-Away on October 19 
We had a great time on our first Gotta Get-Away. Thirty 

women enjoyed a day of shopping at several places that were 
new to most of the participants. 

Now we’re looking ahead to April 26 when we’ll Go South! 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7pm  Location to be determined each month. Attendees are asked to bring a 
snack or beverage to pass. 
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book. Location for 
each meeting will be determined at the meeting prior. 

  Nov. 5 Gap Creek by Robert Morgan  Hostess Dolores Brondyke. Held in the 
    Tea Room at the Club 
  Dec. 3 If You Could See What I See by Cathy Lamb 



Greater Muskegon Woman's Club Involvement Opportunities  

The Board of Directors is seeking volunteers to assist in the success of our club in many 
ways.  What talents can you offer in Continuing the Legacy of our club??  There are so 

many ways to serve.  Please consider volunteering for one of these ways. 

 

Our annual "Build a Gingerbread House" is a great fundraiser for our Club.  This 
event has been well received by the community and many volunteers from our 
membership are needed to help with this tradition.  We need members at each  

session to help with greeting, taking $$, seating the crowd, helping with photos with Santa 
Claus, selling boxes to take home the gingerbread house creations and making frosting (lots 
and lots of frosting).  Please consider signing up to help at one of the sessions: 
  
Monday, November 18th at 5:00pm - Help with Inventory of Candy and Assembly of 
"Graham Cracker" Packets 
  
Thursday, November 21st at 5:00pm - Help Setting Up for the Event 
  
Friday, November 22nd Evening Session - Need member volunteers starting at 5:00pm, 
6:30pm for greeting, collecting $$, seating and organizing. 
  
Saturday, November 23rd Morning Session - Need member volunteers starting at 8:00am for 
frosting, 11:00am for greeting, collecting $$, seating and organizing. 
  
Saturday, November 22nd Afternoon Session - Need member volunteers starting at 11:30am 
for frosting, 11:00am for greeting, collecting $$, seating and organizing. 
  
Sunday, November 24th Afternoon Session - Need member volunteers starting at Noon for 
frosting, 1:00pm for greeting, collecting $$, seating and organizing. 
  
Sunday, November 24th at 4:00pm - Help with Clean Up/Storage following the Event 
  

Please contact Lindy Olechnowicz at 231-206-0558 or by email at 
lindy@platinumbuilders.net to volunteer to help with this event.   

Volunteer Sign Up sheets will be at the November 6th luncheon.  
 

We also need donations of boxes of graham crackers and packages of marshmallow     
snowmen, trees, or gingerbread men. These donations may be brought to the November 
luncheon or dropped at the club during office hours (see page 2) prior to the event. 
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Wish List 
 New printer for the office ($250) 

 Additional money for new curtains for the ballroom. (page 6) 

mailto:lindy@platinumbuilders.net


House & Grounds            Temporary Chair, Lindy Olechnowicz 
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 The boiler (Bertha) and the upstairs hot water heater replacements have been completed, in-
cluding the required state inspections and certifications. A big Thank You to Lascko Plumbing & Me-
chanical for their assistance with this huge task and improvements to our clubhouse. 
 

 Our next project is the roof. As reported last month, there are several areas of peeling paint in 
the ballroom. The cause was traced to the tile roof that is original to the building. An inspection re-
vealed that the roof really needs to be totally replaced, but the cost is prohibitive, so an alternative was 
suggested. The alternative repairs should not be thought of as a permanent fix, but until we can raise 
the necessary funds for replacement, the repairs will hold back the water. 
 Once the roof repairs are done and the building is again water-tight, we will have the ballroom 
repainted (at minimal cost to the club thanks to volunteer labor!). That should be finished yet this year. 
Once the painting is done, we hope to replace the tattered window coverings. We have a fund in place 
that will pay for curtains, but not for draperies. If you would like to help out, make your check payable 
to GMWC with draperies in the memo line. Mail it or bring it to the club. 

 Table hostesses are needed for the Holiday Evening by Candlelight  on Monday     

December 9 at 6:15PM.  We need at least 15 ladies to host a table. Hostesses are asked to decorate a table 
in a holiday theme. We will have a punch reception at 6:15PM, then appetizers.  A program of musical  
entertainment will start at 7PM. Desserts will then follow after the entertainment. We will have a small 
silent auction and raffle prizes. Hostesses may fill their table with their guests, and we will invite the    
public also. The cost is $10.00 per person. . This was a very beautiful event and enjoyed by all the guests 
and club members  who attended  last year. 
  This is a fundraiser for the club so we need many people to help with this event. Please contact 
Deb Roest at 744-1936 for more information and how you can participant in this great event. 
*******PS. We are looking for any sponsors or financial gifts or any prizes for the raffle from any of our 

members who may want to donate to this event. This would be greatly appreciated. 

Upcoming Events/Save the Date 
Some of these events are explained elsewhere in the newsletter. If you’d like more information about 
any of the events, please contact the chair that is listed by the event. 
 

Antique Event  Nov. 13 
We have a fun opportunity to have a joint event with a local chapter of Questers. It is a group of an-
tique lovers who gather monthly to learn about “old stuff”, visit old buildings, do a project, etc. They 
have an auction the 2nd Wednesday of November each year. The members all bring items and resell 
them. The funds they raise go toward a project. The meeting will begin with a soup and salad potluck 
dinner and then the sale. They have offered to split the proceeds of the evening with the Woman’s 
Club. Please contact Karen Andrie to RSVP. Bring your friends and/or spouse. We will supply salads 
and soups for dinner. If you have antique or collectible items you are willing to donate for the group to 
sell, you may bring up to 10 items with you that evening. 
 

Gingerbread House Nov. 22-24 
Adults Only on Friday evening, Nov. 22. Build your masterpiece. We’ll supply everything you need, 
including instructions. You supply the details. If you’d like a specific candy or cereal on your house, 
you’re welcome to bring it along. 
 

Children can make their houses at either morning or afternoon sessions on Saturday, the 23rd, or on 
Sunday afternoon, the 24th. 
 

See page 5 for volunteer opportunities connected with this event. 
 

Holidays By Candlelight 
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Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

November - Rescue Mission 
December - Lake Woods Nursing Home 
January -     No Meeting 
February -   Local Chapter American Red Cross 

March - Mission for Area People Meds 
April -    Meals on Wheels/Books for Babies 
May -     Every Woman's Place 
June -    Sacred Suds 

These are the groups that will benefit from our monthly offerings for this club year: 

I would like to thank all who helped in some way to make the baby shower a success once again. 
I would especially like to thank Sharon Beck, Sandy Wellington, and Ruth Lofton who came the day before to 
help me set-up.  It is quite an enormous project to get everything ready. 
 

November's project is the collection of food for the Rescue Mission.  It was mentioned in the Muskegon Chroni-
cle how all the food pantry shelves were bare so anything you bring that is non-perishable will be gladly wel-
comed.  Please no out-dated products.  Some suggestions are canned corn, beans, peas, sweet potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, tuna, chicken, soups, boxes of instant and specialty potatoes, stuffing, cereal, jello, pasta, rice, etc. 
 

For December we will be giving gifts to a few of the residents at Lake Woods Nursing Home.  They are long-
term patients with no family to get them anything.  I will have ornament tags at the November meeting and will 
explain further what I have planned at that time. 
 

Thank you all for your support. 

November Luncheon Meeting 



 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts  

From the Board of Directors 
 The Board of Directors reminds members that non-member 

guests are welcome to attend two membership meetings 
(luncheons or teas) prior to joining the club. 

 We have set a membership goal of 100 members. In order 
to reach that number this fiscal year, we need to bring in 
three new members each month. See page two for the  
Membership Rising thermometer. 

 To encourage significant growth this year, the BOD has 
decided to host potential member guests free at the rest of 
our luncheons. 

 Members are encouraged to invite friends who are potential 
members and to remember to RSVP for your guest as well 
as for yourself. 

8 Cathie Jaszewski 
12 Dianne Thole 
15 Katherine Morrison 

17 Sylvia Precious 
24 Marcia Forton 
26 Martha McKinney 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 


