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President, Lindy Olechnowicz

Autumn Greetings Fellow Members,
Fall is in the air, kids are back in school and we are busy getting organized for an exciting club year at the Greater Muskegon Woman's
Club!! Our September Membership Tea was a kick off to a year that will be
packed full of old and new activities for all of you to participate in and enjoy! Please take time to review the club calendar that is attached to this
month's newsletter. Many hands will be needed to help with events this
year; please contact the Chair of the activity or a member of the Board to
find out how you can participate.
We have many fun activities planned for the month of October: Our
second annual "Baby Shower" to benefit the Baby Pantry of Catholic Charities, Book Talk - "A Dirty Job" at the home of Karen Andrie, make a Christmas ornament or sun catcher at a "Glass Class with Jilly" and join with your
friends on a bus trip outing, "Gotta Getaway". There are details about these
events throughout this newsletter. Come on out and have a GREAT time!!
Our legacy as a club will be the reflection of our era - what we established as our goals, the activities and events that we offered and how well we
executed our plan. There's so many ways for our members to be involved!! Ultimately, we are a collective group of people with so many talents
and that is how we will leave our legacy for the next generation.
Looking forward to seeing you in October!
Sincerely,

Lindy
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Upcoming Events
October
1
Book Talk
7PM
2 General Club Luncheon
12N
8 Glass Class with Jilly (Lifestyles) 5:30PM
16 BOD
12N
18 Newsletter/Website Articles due
19 LifeStyles Bus Trip
8:30AM
November
5 Book Talk
6 General Club Luncheon
13 Antique Auction
20 BOD
21 LifeStyles
22-24 Gingerbread House Event
30 Artisan Market

7PM
12N
TBA
12N
5:30PM
see page
10-3

2013/2014 Board of Directors
Lindy Olechnowicz. President
Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Loribeth Clark, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair
Julie Haines, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Dorothy Brink, Member at Large
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Julie Haines, Chair
Members, you are encouraged to tell your friends about The Woman’s Club and how much fun we
have together! If you would like Julie to contact someone, call or email her with their name and phone
number or email.
The new Yearbooks will be distributed at the Luncheon on Oct. 2. If you are not able
to attend, you may either pick it up later or ask to have it mailed to you.
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Wish List



New printer for the office ($250)
“Welcome” Feather Flag for open houses ($100)

Social Hour following Oct. 2 Luncheon
We will have a social hour following the luncheons beginning with our Oct. Luncheon.
There will be decks of cards and tables in the parlor for those who would like to play
cards. There will also be cardboard to cut out gingerbread houses in the tearoom. If you
are able to help

About Town

October Office Hours You will be able to access the club during the following times:
October

2 11:00-3:30
8 5:00-8PM
16 12N-2PM
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson
1933 – 1934

During the dark years of 1933 and 1934, the Great Depression deepened creating cruel hardships for everyone – individuals, families, businesses, and the world. It became a struggle to
simply survive day to day, and many succumbed to the struggle.
However, it was during those dark days that the ladies of the club showed their true colors, meeting each
new challenge with renewed resourcefulness and determination under the leadership of their president, Mrs.
Henry Douma. Perhaps during those dark, hard-scrabble days, the club provided a welcome outlet for the
ladies as the average attendance at club meetings was 125 members. Annual dues were only $2.00, but for
many that must have been an insurmountable obstacle.
1933 began on an inauspicious note as club indebtedness amounted to $246.74 while their treasury held a
meager $37.91. Undaunted, those dear ladies carried on with their amazing ability to make something out of
nothing at all! And so, the annual Children's Party for their children and grandchildren was held in April as
always. Refreshments, favors, and a wonderful play, Spirit of Spring, delighted the little ones.
The Literature and Drama department's ever-popular group, 'The Players', entertained audiences with
their rendition of The Burglars, which unbeknownst to them would be one of their final performances before
they, too, succumbed to the devastation wrought by the Depression.
Through sheer resourcefulness, the ladies carried on the tradition of hosting a Christmas party for crippled children, and forty-five youngsters were treated to a film, a play, refreshments, and a visit from St. Nick
bearing gifts for one and all.
With a minimal $282 in the club treasury, 1934 arrived with the fervent hope that the economy would
recover and surely life would be better. Again, through sheer determination, the ladies carried on the traditions and celebrations so dear to the club, albeit on a smaller scale of grandeur. The annual 'Husband's Night'
was held in January with a rather interesting speaker, Dr. A.E. Strath-Gordon, whose credentials included
those of both dentist and brain surgeon. His presentation, Elements of Success, was well-received by 250 members and guests alike. January also included the opening of the 18th annual 'Open Door' program on snowy
Sunday afternoons and the 30th 'Parliamentary Law' class open to both members and the public.
With little money and precious few resources, the ladies opened their hearts to the young men of the CCC
camp in Muskegon. While the corp was busily engaged in building the infrastructure of the city, the ladies
collected a vast array of books, magazines, games, and piano cards for the entertainment of the men in their
leisure hours.
1934 also saw the genesis of 'Originality Day' by the Literature and Drama Department – a day when
members shared their original compositions, poems, stories, and musical performances with the entire club
while the Junior Department did likewise with their annual play, Raising Money in Bangville – events that
must have offered welcome relief and respite. As 1934 drew to a close, the fervent wish of those dear ladies
remained – that the New Year would somehow be better.

Manners and Morals
con’t. from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America
Hotel Manners
 A Hotbed of Gossip—It is a well-known fact that there is no other hotbed of gossip equal to a hotel or
a boarding-house. Women, released from the cares and anxieties of housekeeping and home-making,
turn their time and thoughts to fancy work and scandal. Each arrival runs the gauntlet of criticism and
comment, and afterward becomes the subject of “confidential” conversations upon veranda and in parlors (1905)
 Ladies at a Hotel—No lady should use the piano of a hotel uninvited if there are others in the room, It
looks bold and forward to display even the most finished musical education in this way. It is still worse
to sing. (1910)

GMWC
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

At our September 19 meeting, we reviewed the calendar for this year and made a couple
changes. Please be sure to check the calendar which can be found in this directory and also in your
new yearbook.
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Dichroic Glass Class with Jilly - Tuesday, October 8.
Even if you think you’re all thumbs and have no imagination,
stop by and give glass design a try. Jilly is a great teacher and she is
very patient! You’ll be impressed with the results.
Soup and salad dinner at 5:30, class starts as soon as we’re
ready after that. You may leave when you are happy with your results. Jilly will fire the glass and we will pick them up on our bus trip
on October 19.
Everyone who made a pin or pendant with Jilly in the past is
asked to wear the jewelry to the luncheon on Oct. 2 to show off the
beautiful results!

Plan Now to join us for our Gotta Get-Away on October 19.
$25.00 covers the bus only.
We will leave from the parking lot behind the Chamber of
Commerce building (across from the Holiday Inn) at 8:30 AM.
1st stop: Breakfast at 750 Grill on Whitehall Rd.
Then our tour will take us north to Claybanks Pottery, the
Cherry Point Market, Foxtail Winery, and lunch and shopping
in Pentwater.
On the way home we’ll stop at Country Dairy and Lewis Farm
Market. We’ll be back to Muskegon by 5PM.
Whether or not there are colored leaves on the trees, we will have a great time together!
We have 44 seats available—there are still about 14 seats left. Reservations will be held
with full payment only. Plan to pay at the October Luncheon if you’d like to go with us.
You are invited to bring friends!
If you would like to donate a door prize, please contact Nancy Bierenga
(nancy@housesbynancy.com or 231.730.0887) by Oct.15.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Meetings at 7pm Location to be determined each month. Attendees are asked to bring a
snack or beverage to pass.
At our July meeting we took a few minutes to choose books for the rest of 2013. Please
feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book. Location for each
meeting will be determined at the meeting prior.
Oct. 1 A Dirty Job by Christopher Moore at Karen Andrie’s new home,
1271 Scenic Drive.
Nov. 5 Gap Creek by Robert Morgan
Dec. 3 If You Could See What I See by Cathy Lamb
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Greater Muskegon Woman's Club "Help Wanted" Section
The Board of Directors is seeking volunteers to assist in the success of our club in many ways. What
talents can you offer in Continuing the Legacy of our club?? There are so many ways to serve. Please
consider volunteering for one of the following positions.

Membership Committee - One of the goals for the club year is to increase membership to 80
members. In order to assist the Membership Chair, Julie Haines, the following positions have
been created within the committee:
Administrative - This position would involve assisting with new member packets, invitations to membership
drives and preparing for new member orientations.
Community Liaison - This position would involve making contacts with organizations like the Welcome
Wagon, Chamber of Commerce, Realtors Promoting Muskegon and others to increase membership awareness.
Membership Drive - This position would involve leading a membership drive within our community, at least
one time per year, to increase overall membership and awareness of the GMWC within the community.
Orientation - This position would involve organizing new member orientations, as needed, within the club
year.
Retention/New Member Involvement - This position would assist in getting new members involved in
club events and activities and focus on the retention of our existing members.

House and Grounds Committee - One of the goals for the upcoming club year is to improve
our clubhouse through regular maintenance, cleaning and coordinating of supplies.
House and Grounds Chair - This board position would involve attending monthly BOD meetings, overseeing and assisting committee members with objectives for rentals, maintenance and supplies.
Maintenance Coordinator - This position would involve scheduling of maintenance and custodial services,
meeting vendors at the clubhouse and assuring that clubhouse related concerns are being addressed.
Office/Supplies Coordinator - This position would involve maintaining an inventory of club office supplies,
including printing of blank thank you cards, envelopes and various supplies for correspondence from club
activities and gifts.

Finance Committee - One of the goals of the club year is to update the Strategic Plan and begin
to formulate a long term Major Gifts and Bequests program.
Strategic Plan - This position would involve reviewing the Strategic Plan for 2011-2016 and updating our
club objectives and plans since its last review in August 2012.
Major Gifts and Bequests - This position would involve working with the Finance Chair, Karen Andrie, to
develop a long term plan to pursue donations within our community.

Women of Accomplishment Award Program -- It is a great honor that our club presents these
awards to outstanding women of our community on an annual basis. One of the goals of the club year is to
create a dynamic committee to organize and grow this award program for the benefit of all Muskegon
County.
WOA Program Chair – This position would involve overseeing the nomination and selection process, seeking of sponsors, securing a speaker, organizing the breakfast ceremony and administrative elements of this
award program.
Nominations – This position would involve actively seeking nominations for this distinguished award.
Selection – This position would involve organizing the judging process for selection of the award recipients.
Sponsors/Publicity – This position would involve soliciting sponsors, securing a speaker and organizing
publicity for the event.
Breakfast Ceremony – This position would involve organizing the clubhouse, volunteers and caterer for the
event.
Administrative – This position would involve assisting with all correspondence, creating of programs, press
releases and awards.
Please contact Lindy Olechnowicz for more information on any of these positions at
231-206-0558 or by email at: lindy@platinumbuilders.net.
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House & Grounds

Temporary Chair, Lindy Olechnowicz

Our new boiler "Baby Bertha" will be up and running soon. Many thanks to Lascko Plumbing & Mechanical for all of their help getting through the process of removing the asbestos from our building,
retiring "Bertha the boiler", lining our chimney to vent he new boiler to code and installing a new, larger hot water heater. The project is nearing completion as we enter the chilly season.
There is evidence of some leaks in our 100+ year tiled roof in the ball room. Grand River Builders, a
Grand Rapids firm that specializes in historic buildings, has investigated the source of the leaks and
our tiled roof is in need of some serious attention. We are on their Fall schedule to address the critical
areas of our roof that need immediate attention. The Board has approved their proposal of $5000 for
the necessary and urgent maintenance. Following the roof repairs, the ball room will be given a fresh
coat of paint. A BIG thank you to Rustic North Fine Finishing for their commitment to donate labor
for this project and O'Leary's Paint for the donation of materials!! We so much appreciate these businesses contributions to our Club House!!!

Upcoming Events/Save the Date
Some of these events are explained elsewhere in the newsletter. If you’d like more information about
any of the events, please contact the chair that is listed by the event.

Glass Class with Jilly

Chair Nancy Bierenga 231-730-0887
Last year we had two glass classes with Jilly Barnes. In both classes we made pendants. This year
we’re going to make Christmas ornaments or Sun catchers on October 8.
The event will begin with a soup and salad supper at 5:30. Cost $5 per person for supper.
More details will be announced at the luncheon on Sept. 4.

LifeStyles Bus Trip—Go North!
Chair—Nancy Bierenga 231-730-0887
Look for the table at the Membership Tea on Sept. 4 where you will be able to sign up and pay $25 to
reserve your space.

Antique Event
We have a fun opportunity to have a joint event with a local chapter of Questers. It is a group of antique lovers who gather monthly to learn about “old stuff”, visit old buildings, do a project, etc. They
have an auction the 2nd Wednesday of November each year. The members all bring things and resell
them. The funds they raise go toward a project. The meeting will begin with a soup and salad potluck
dinner and then the sale. They have offered to split the proceeds of the evening with the Woman’s
Club. There will be a sign-up available at the October luncheon.
The date for the event is Wednesday, November 13.

Table hostesses are needed for the Holiday Evening by Candlelight on Monday December 9 at 6:15PM. We
need at least 15 ladies to host a table. Hostesses are asked to decorate a table in a holiday theme. We will
have a punch reception at 6:15PM then appetizers. A program of musical entertainment will start at 7PM.
Desserts will then follow after the entertainment. We will have a small silent auction and raffle prizes.
Hostesses may fill their table with their guests, and we will invite the public also. The cost will be $10.00
per person. . This was a very beautiful event and enjoyed by all the guests and club members who attended last year.
This is a fundraiser for the club so we need many people to help with this event. Please contact Deb Roest
at 744-1936 for more information and how you can participant in this great event for our club.
*******PS. We are looking for any sponsors or financial gifts or any prizes for the raffle from any of our
members who may want to donate to this event. This would be greatly appreciated.
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Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen

These are the groups that will benefit from our monthly offerings for this club year:
October - Baby Pantry/Books for Babies
February - Local Chapter American Red Cross
November - Rescue Mission
March Mission for Area People Meds
December - Lake Woods Nursing Home
April Meals on Wheels/Books for Babies
January - No Meeting
May Everywoman's Place
June Sacred Suds
October - The Baby Shower for the baby pantry will be our collection for this month. Also, we will be
collecting books for Books for Babies.
November - We will be having a food drive for the Rescue Mission. If you read the Chronicle, you
know ALL the food pantries in town have bare shelves and are in dire need of food. In addition to food
for the Thanksgiving table, they need all non-perishable foods. Please do not give out-dated products. Paper bags with a list attached will be handed out at the October luncheon.
December - Ornament tags
with names of patients at Lake
Woods Nursing Home will be
available at the November
luncheon. They include only
those long-term patients without families.
Thank you for all your help.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!

2 Shirley Green
6 Ruth Hillman
13 Nancy Kinziger

From the Board of Directors







Members are reminded to not enter the clubhouse during
rental events
All supplies must be stored under the stage. If you are unable to store items there, please make arrangements to
have someone help you. Please do not leave any supplies
on the stage or in the ballroom.
Please notify the BOD if you wish to donate items to the
club so we have a record of them
If you made a necklace in a previous class with Jilly, please
wear it to the luncheon on October 2.
At the Dec. 4 Christmas Tea, we will have a cash offering in
addition to the Philanthropy gift collection. The cash will be
for the Reeths Puffer Madrigals who will be our entertainment that day. They are going to be singing at Carnegie
Hall and the gift will help with those expenses.

Club Calendar of Events 2013/2014

September 2013
4
Membership Tea
Hosted by: BOD

1 pm

10

Book Talk

7pm

18
19

BOD
LifeStyles

Chair: Toni Seyferth

Chair: Nancy Bierenga
20
Newsletter and Website Articles due
22
Clubhouse Tour
Chair: Karin Carlson
October 2013
1
Book Talk
Chair: Toni Seyferth
2
General Club Luncheon
Hosted by: Carolyn Bowen
8

Noon
5:30 pm

Open to the Public

7 pm

Book Selection: “A Dirty Job”; Location TBD

Noon

Program: Baby Shower, a benefit for the Baby Pantry
Service & Philanthropy: Baby Pantry/Books for Babies
Social Hour: Gingerbread preparation
“Glass Class with Jilly” at the Clubhouse – Make Christmas Ornaments and Sun Catchers
Soup and Salad Bar

5:30pm

13

Antique Auction – Special Joint Event
Organized by: Nancy Bierenga
20
BOD
21
LifeStyles
Chair: Nancy Bierenga
TBD
Gingerbread House Building
Chair: Julie Haines
22
Newsletter and Website Articles due
22
Gingerbread House Building
Chair: Julie Haines
23
Gingerbread House Building
Chair: Julie Haines
24
Gingerbread House Building
Chair: Julie Haines
29
Artisan Market Set Up
Chair: Karin Carlson
30
Artisan Market
Chair: Karin Carlson
December 2013
3
Book Talk
Chair: Toni Seyferth
4
Christmas Tea
Hosted by: BOD

TBD

8

18
19
20

Newsletter and Website Articles due

9

Decorate Clubhouse for Autumn; Program: Eating Healthy

2pm-4pm

LifeStyles - Special Event
Chair: Nancy Bierenga
16
BOD
18
Newsletter and Website Articles due
19
LifeStyles
Chair: Nancy Bierenga
November 2013
TBD
Hackley/Hume Decorating
Organized by: Karin Carlson
5
Book Talk
Chair: Toni Seyferth
6
General Club Luncheon
Hosted by: Community
Enrichment

Evening by Candlelight
Chair: Deb Roest
Evening by Candlelight
Chair: Deb Roest
BOD
Lifestyles

Welcome new members and cherish ongoing members
Entertainment: Studio France – School of Dance
Service & Philanthropy: Pound Buddies
Book Selection: “Second Glance”
Location: At the Home of Ruth Lofton

Noon
Outing

Bus Trip to Enjoy the Autumn Season/Shopping; public welcome, reservations please
Decorating of Hackley/Hume Historic Sites for holiday season

7 pm

Book Selection: “Gap Creek”; Location TBD

Noon

Program: Mercy Health Partners - Comprehensive Breast Center
Speakers: Claudine Weber and Kelly Jensen
**Wear a Hat to support Breast Cancer Awareness**
Service & Philanthropy: Rescue Mission
Social Hour: Gingerbread preparation
Joint Event with local chapter of Questers; Soup/Salad Potluck and Auction;
Proceeds to be split with Questers/GMWC

Noon
5:30 pm

Decorate Clubhouse for Holidays; Appetizers/Desserts

PM

Evening Preparation by Members for Upcoming Club Event

PM

Adults only - public welcome, reservations please

AM/PM

Family - public welcome, reservations please

PM

Family – public welcome, reservations please

TBD

Prepare Clubhouse for event; **Donate used books for club fundraiser**

8:30am Vendor Set Up until 10am
10am-3pm Open to the Public
7pm

Book Selection: “If You Could See What I See”; Location TBD

1 pm
TBD

Entertainment (tentative): Reeths Puffer Madrigals
Service & Philanthropy: Lake Woods Nursing Home
Social Hour: “White Elephant” Gift Exchange
Prepare Clubhouse for event

TBD

Enjoy the Christmas Season at this festive event; public welcome, reservations please

Noon
5:30PM

Christmas Party at The Lake House; all club members welcome, reservations with
Deb Roest

January 2014
No General Club Luncheon
Women of Accomplishment selection process begins
TBD
Hackley/Hume Un-decorating
Organized by: Karin Carlson
7
Book Talk
7 pm
Chair: Toni Seyferth
8
Club Pride Day
9am-3pm
Organized by: House & Grounds
9
Soups On Along the Lakeshore
5:30 pm
Chair: Hannah Rogers
15
BOD
Noon
17
Dance the Night Way
TBD
Chair: Ruth Lofton
24
Newsletter and Website Articles due
February 2014
Nominating Committee work begins
4
Book Talk
7pm
Chair: Toni Seyferth
12
Valentine’s Tea
1pm
Hosted by: Communications
19
BOD
21
Newsletter and Website Articles due
March 2014
Art’s Scholarship process begins
1
Mardi Gras Jazz Party
Chair: Lindy Olechnowicz
4
Book Talk
Chair: Toni Seyferth
5
General Club Luncheon
Hosted by: Historian

Noon

14

Green Eggs & Ham Set Up
Chair: Melissa Slorf
15
Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast
Chair: Melissa Slorf
19
BOD/Approve Slate
20
LifeStyles
Chair: Nancy Bierenga
21 Newsletter & Website Articles due
April 2014
No Book Club, Spring Break
2
General Club Luncheon
Hosted by: LifeStyles
Present Slate of Officers

TBD

16
25
23

Noon

24
25
26

BOD
Newsletter & Website Articles Due
Rummage Sale
Chair: Sharon Beck
Rummage Sale
Chair: Sharon Beck
Rummage Sale
Chair: Sharon Beck
LifeStyles
Chair: Nancy Bierenga

TBD
7pm
Noon

10am
Noon
5:30pm

Noon

TBD

Book Selection and Location TBD
Pizza lunch provided
Paint a soup bowl and proceeds benefit local food pantries; public welcome,
reservations please
Enjoy an evening of dancing and entertainment at the GMWC; public welcome,
reservations please; $ cover charge (TBD)

Book Selection and Location TBD
Entertainment: Pianist, Ian Erickson, son of member Rae Jean Erickson
Service & Philanthropy: Local Chapter American Red Cross
Social Hour: Bridge Party in the Parlor

Watermark Centre – New Orleans themed fundraising event; public welcome,
reservations please
Book Selection and Location TBD
Program: Genealogy, Speaker: TBD
Celebrate Women’s History Month
**Bring Childhood Photos to share with Friends**
Service & Philanthropy: Mission for Area People Meds
Social Hour: “The Game of Life” – board game
Prepare Clubhouse for event
A fun morning to celebrate Dr. Seuss and “The Cat in the Hat”; public welcome;
reservations please
Decorate Clubhouse for Spring
Program: Garden Planning/Early Planting

Program: Organic Farming and Foods; Speaker: Diana Jancek
**Bring spring bulbs and perennials for exchange**
Service & Philanthropy: Meals on Wheels/Books for Babies
Social Hour: “Poker in the Parlor” All for Fun!

TBD

Prepare Clubhouse for event, accept donations
**Donate used books for club fundraising**
Presale to club members; then open to public

TBD

Open to public

Outing

Bus Trip to South Bend (more details to follow); public welcome; reservations please

May 2014
Art’s Scholarship Awarded to local high school student
6
Book Talk
7pm
Chair: Toni Seyferth
7
General Club Luncheon
Noon
Hosted by: TBD
Election of Officers
17

Remove holiday decorations at Hackley/Hume Historical Sites

Book Selection and Location TBD

Annual Salad Luncheon
Program (tentative): Update on Muskegon Happenings; Speaker: TBD
Service & Philanthropy: Every Woman’s Place
Social Hour: TBD
9am-Noon
Breakfast Ceremony to honor recipients of this distinguished award

Women of Accomplishment
Chair: OPEN - TBD
For the rest of the year, please see your new yearbook.

