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To my fellow club members,
First and foremost, thank you for electing me as the GMWC’s 98th President.
I look forward to serving as your leader for the 2013-2014 club year. As a residential
builder, it is the clubhouse that brought me here. But, it is the friendships that are created at our clubhouse that pulls on my heartstrings and, also, encourages us as a group
to do great things.
As this is my first President’s pen, it is June and summer is a time to reflect
and refresh. The soft breezes, beautiful Michigan sunsets, and gentle rains can calm
the heart and mind. Great food, fellowship with friends and family create memories for
a lifetime. We are so fortunate to live in West Michigan; we are so fortunate to have
the history of our community and the legacy of our club. Last week a visionary retreat
was held to review, plan, and set goals for the upcoming club year . Objectives have
been set for our committees, subcommittees, and events. It was a fantastic opportunity
for the board to share thoughts and create uniformity in our goals.
A goal for nearly a decade has been the replacement of our clubhouse boiler.
Many thanks for the commitment of our members over many years to see this goal
through. “Bertha the Boiler” has been retired and a new system will warm our building
for the upcoming season. This can be considered a milestone for our club. Thousands
of dollars have been raised to make this a reality. This may not be viewed by some as
something “fancy and beautiful” but I see it as something extraordinary, as it is part of
“continuing the legacy”. It is part of a new era for our clubhouse and can be a springboard for us. We overcame an obstacle, we raised enough money to do something that
was necessary for the survival of our clubhouse. We now have an up-to-date roadmap
to tackle other objectives. Objectives that may be more visible with our clubhouse and
within our community.
I look forward to serving as your president and hope to see you at one or both
of our summer events, Hampton Green Farms and the Port City Princess Cruise.
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Affectionately, Lindy Olechnowicz
Upcoming Events

2012/2013 Board of Directors

July
NO EVENING GROUP, AMERICAN HOME, or
GENERAL CLUB LUNCHEON
10 Club Pride Day
9AM-3PM
17 BOD
12N
19 Hampton Green Farm event 6PM
26 Newsletter Articles Due
5PM
28 Club Tour
2-4PM

Lindy Olechnowicz. President
Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Loribeth Clark, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
?, Finance Chair
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair
Julie Haines, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Dorothy Brink, Member at Large
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian

August
1
Evening Group at Dockers
5:30PM
6 Book Talk
7PM
7 NO GENERAL CLUB MEETING
Port City Princess Cruise
6:30PM
21 BOD Meeting
12N
24 Newsletter Articles Due
5PM
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Welcome to new members:
Margaret O’Toole
1056 Woodside Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49441
231-759-4513
motoole@arcmuskegon.org

Julie Haines, Chair
Just a final reminder that some members have not
yet paid dues for the 2013-2014 year. Please be
sure to send your check to the club as soon as possible so we can include you in the new yearbook.
We will be working on the yearbook during July.

Beth Ann Striegle
22199 Kendaville Rd.
Pierson, MI 49339
Cell phone: 231-250-9264
Work phone: 231-727-5888
beth@briannascott.com

June Board Actions
At the June Visionary Retreat, your newly-elected BOD reviewed
the By-laws, updated the Strategic Plan, and clarified the club structure,
among other things. It was time well-spent as we are all “on the same page”
with those items which should make the work of the year flow easily.

AMERICAN HOME/LIFESTYLES

Women of Accomplishment
2013 winners: Mary Jane
Butner, Melanie Parsons,
and Janet Day

Nancy Bierenga, chair

American Home is taking the months of July and August off. Our next meeting will
be on September 19 when we’ll do some autumn decorating at the club. We’re excited
to be combining with the Evening Group (under the new name Lifestyles) and look
forward to increasing our crowd size and also incorporating some new activities. One
of the things the new board authorized in their June retreat was trying out some fun
social trips for the next year. The tentative list includes a Color Tour in late September or early October, a Mystery Trip, and a possible overnight trip to Traverse City
in June of 2014 for Wine Divas Uncorked. These trips will be revenue-neutral for the
club (cost of the trip for participants will pay for the full cost of the trip with no upcharge); rather than be a fund-raiser, they’ll be a Fun Raiser!
Since the BOD decided to adopt the new name Lifestyles for this newly combined
Group, I decided to check out the meaning and connotation of the name. I “Googled” the
name and came up with the following explanation from Wikipedia. Seems like a good fit!
Lifestyle is the typical way of life of an individual, group, or culture. The term was originally
used by Austrian psychologist Alfred Adler (1870-1937). The term was introduced in the 1950s
as a derivative of that style in modernist art.The term refers to a combination of determining intangible or tangible factors. Tangible factors relate specifically to demographic variables, i.e. an
individual’s demographic profile, whereas intangible factors concern the psychological aspects of
an individual such personal values, preferences, and outlooks.
In geographical terms, a rural environment as opposed to an urban metropolis would yield
different results. This factor is most important as even within the urban scope a particular neighborhood acts as a determinant due to varying degrees of affluence and proximity to
open spaces. For example, in areas within a close proximity to the sea, a surf culture or
lifestyle is often present. The concept of Lifestyle Management has developed as a
result of the growing focus on lifestyle.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson
1932 -1933

Obviously, the decade of the 1930's was a very different time as America was in the grips
of the Great Depression, and its effects resonated throughout the Club as evidenced by the
following motions passed by the Board of Directors. In November of 1932, a resolution was sent to President
Hoover: “We are deeply interested in permanent peace. On our behalf, please use all efforts toward this end, and for the
future security of our children and our country, we respectfully request a representative to sit on the League of Nations in
consideration of the Leyton Report.”
Then, in response to the 'Bank Holiday' of March 3, 1933 (3/3/33), the ladies of the club again took action
as follows: “Owing to the present condition existing on account of the Bank Holiday which the Governor of our State
has declared, the membership of the Muskegon Woman's Club be so loyal to the organization that they will limit the use
of the clubhouse for the month of March to Friday meetings, the Morning Musicale for one hour Wednesday, and such
rentals as may materialize.” At that time, General Club meetings were held twice monthly on Friday afternoons, and department meetings were held on the remaining Friday afternoons. Membership in the club had
to be approved and accepted by the Board of Directors while resignations were accepted with regret. Members could be dropped not only for non-payment of dues, but also for too many absences from club meetings –
absence then required a written excuse submitted to the President.
The Muskegon Heights Woman's Club was active and growing then. At the opening meeting of the club in
October of 1933, President Dake addressed the 76 members and past presidents in attendance as well as 19
new members who sought membership during the summer hiatus. Guest Speaker for the day was Mrs. Sears
McLean, Vice-President of Michigan State Federation of Women's Clubs, who called upon members to support
President Roosevelt's NRA, National Recovery Act, particularly his 'New Deal' program to pull the country
out of the Depression.
Programs for the club year were described in a lengthy article published in the Muskegon Chronicle and
included such delightful celebrations as Past-President's Day, Hospitality Day, Husband's Night, Annual Day, and
the ever popular White Breakfast traditionally held during Lent. Departments were an integral part of club life
and included the Civics Department, Literature and Drama, Music and Art, and American Home. It would
not be until 1960-1961 that Muskegon Heights Woman's Club and Muskegon Woman's Club merged due to declining membership, and Greater Muskegon Woman's Club came into existence.
Manners and Morals
con’t. from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen
Entertaining at Home
 Fun at Home
Don’t be afraid of fun at home, good people! Don’t shut up your houses, lest the
sun should fade your carpets; and your hearts, lest a hearty laugh should shake down some of the
musty old cobwebs there! If you want to run your sons, let them think that all mirth and social enjoyment must be left on the threshold when they come home at night. (Manford’s Magazine, January 1890)
 Late for the Party “I’m afraid you’ll be late at the party,” said an old lady to her stylish granddaughter, who then replied, “Oh, you dear grandmother, don’t you know in our fashionable ‘set,’ nobody ever
goes to a party til everybody is there.” (Frank Leslie’s Pleasant Hours, 1878)
 Advertisement
The home “the boys” like to visit is the one that’s always full of good cheer—fun
and music. If you want to make your home attractive, get an Edison Phonograph. It tells the funny
stories of the best vaudeville monologuists. It sings the sweetest songs of the present and bygone days.
It plays the latest band marches, two-steps, waltzs and quadrilles in dancing tempo. It renders perfectly the finest orchestral selections and instrumental solos. Then, too, you and your friends can have
no end of fun making records at home. Truly this marvelous entertainer is unequaled. That’s why it
makes the Best Holiday or Birthday Present. Phonographs, $10 up; Records, .35. (The Black Cat, 1906)

Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen

There will be another baby shower for Catholic Charities at our October 2 luncheon.
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Evening Group

Deb Roest

The evening group will be taking off the month of July
Save the date:
The evening group will be going out to Dockers on Thursday August 1st at 5:30 pm
***** note date change from our calendar ******* All members are welcome for an evening of
fun. Please RSVP to Deb Roest at 744-1936 or roostergirl23@gmail.com.
The Dockers event will be our final blowout as the Evening Group will be combining with
American Home to become Lifestyles beginning in the fall with our first meeting on Sept. 19 at
5:30PM. Look forward to many new opportunities!
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Second Annual Rummage Sale

Sharon Beck, Chair
Our 2nd Annual Rummage Sale was held on June 1, 2013.
A BIG, big Thank You to Ruth Hillman, Kitty Gietzen, Karin Carlson, Dianne Buck, Shannon
Buck, Sandy Wellington, Dolores Brondyke, Dona David, Laura Martin, Paula Martin, Barb Boucher,
and Roberta Tetzlaff for helping at the sale.
Thank you also to everyone who brought in items for us to sell. Start saving now for next
year’s sale (hopefully in April)!
We had a net profit of $438.

Wish List


We’re still hoping for donations to help replace the folding chairs so we can have a full set that
match for rentals. $20 each—mail to the club with “chairs” in the memo line.

July Office Hours You will be able to access the club during the following times:
July

10 9AM—3PM
18 12N-2PM

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Meetings at 7pm Location to be determined each month. Attendees are asked to bring a
snack or beverage to pass.
July 9 The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society by Mary Ann Shaffer
at Kathy Leiter’s house 7PM
Aug. 6 If You Could See What I See by Cathy Lamb (location to be determined)
Our first new Fine Arts Scholarship winner is Courtney Elliott from Holton High School. She
has composed several small group pieces for her band
members and friends. She and two friends performed one
of those compositions at our June Membership Picnic.
Courtney plans to use the $500 to purchase composition
software to make future compositions easier to accomplish and to put in written form.
The selection committee would have been very
pleased to offer more than one scholarship to the finalists
in this year’s competition. If you would like to make a
donation during the new fiscal year that would be
earmarked for the scholarship fund, please make your
check payable to GMWC and put Scholarship Fund in the
memo line. The check may be mailed to the club or given
to our club treasurer, Stacy Hollenbeck.
Courtney (center) with friends
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RSVP to Karen Andrie at 231-740-8837
Plan to join us for fun and fund raising!
Bring friends!

Be sure to put this date on your calendar also and make plans to join us!
RSVP to Ruth Hillman. Bring friends!

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Birthdays

Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

2 Laura Martin
14 Diana Hicks
17 Sally Patton
Melissa Slorf
25 Denise Kanaar
26 Sandra Gunn
27 Carolyn Bowen
28 Becki Coles

2

Barbara Boucher
Karen Panozzo
4 Claudia Nepley
5 Jill Barnes
6 Karen McMahon
9 Toni Seyferth
10 Margaret O’Toole

21
25
27
30

Sarah Rooks
Sandy Garrett
Kendra Andrie
Douglas Hughes

Living Green
One of the most important things you can do to live more responsibly is to reduce the use of plastic bags. Plastic bags are difficult to
recycle unless you bring them back to the store you got them from.
Most Meijer stores have a bin in the entry for bags.
If you think reusing them for doggie doo pick-up is okay, think
about that in a landfill for decades—the bag won’t go away. There are
biodegradable bags that can even be flushed. They are available at Amazon on-line or at pet supply stores for a reasonable cost (200 bags for
$7.79.
Of course the best solution is to have reusable bags. They’re
available many places. Then you have to remember to bring the bags
into the store with you. Another alternative is the little bags that fold
up into a tiny pouch. They work well to just carry in your purse where
you’ll be more likely to have them with you when you make a purchase.

