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2012/2013 Board of Directors 
 

Karen Andrie. President 
Loribeth Clark, Vice President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz, President-Elect 
Paula Martin, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair 
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair 

Julie Haines, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large  
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
June 
1 Rummage Sale 9-2 
3 Tour Guide training 1-2:30PM 
4 Book Talk 7-8:30PM 
5 Installation Tea 1PM 
13 All Club Pot Luck 5:30PM 
20-21  BOD Meeting and Planning Retreat 
21 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
July 
NO EVENING GROUP, AMERICAN HOME, or 
GENERAL CLUB LUNCHEON 
10 Club Pride Day 9AM-3PM 
17 BOD  12N 
19 Hampton Green Farm event 6PM 
26   Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
28  Club Tour 2-4PM 

 Congratulations on a fabulous Women of Accomplishment event! Thank 
you to Florence Bright, Chair of Community Enrichment, and Dianne Buck, 
WOA Event Chair, and to all the many members that made this so special! 
 Once again, it is that time of year when we pass the torch. Congratu-
lations to the new Board of Directors. I know that with their dedication and 
talent our club will continue to prosper and flourish. Lindy Olechnowicz 
brings great leadership and experiences to our helm. Our By-law change last 
year that added the position of President-Elect has made this transition go 
very smoothly. Lindy has been preparing, and been involved in decisions that 
will extend into her presidency. 
 This is also the time of the year we review the past year’s accomplish-
ments and make plans for our future.  Each department head and chair is   
currently undertaking this task. As our by-laws require, our board of direc-
tors will review the results and our strategic plan will be revised as needed. 
 As President of the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 Greater Muskegon 
Woman’s Club, I would like to especially thank the Board of Directors. I can 
truly say that I have enjoyed working with each member of the board. They 
have been outstanding in their commitment and dedication to this club mak-
ing these past two years successful as well as a joy. It has truly been an honor 
to serve as President.  

Karen Andrie  

The President’s Pen                         President, Karen Andrie 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE                Julie Haines, Chair 

 Congratulations to club member Laurel Sass and her husband Pete on the birth of 
their baby girl, Katherine Grace, on March 29. She joins big brother Luke. Congrats also 
to Grandma Carolyn Bowen!  

AMERICAN HOME             Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 

American Home’s June meeting will be the All-Club Potluck on June 13 at 5:30PM.  
The scheduled BOD Retreat has caused the cancellation of our year-end picnic. Hope 
you can all join us for the All Club Potluck and also for the Sept. American Home 
meeting that will kick off our new year as we combine with the Evening Dept. 

May Board Actions 
 Approved donation of 1 ballroom rental for the auction at Hampton Green Farms Event. This 

certificate for a rental will be good for 2 years. It is non-transferrable, and there will be no 
minimum bid. 

 Approved donation of 1 Tea Room rental for the auction at the Port City Princess event. Same 
guidelines as above. 

 
These two donations were approved to take the place of the rental discounts we previously gave to 
members. That discount is not allowed by Non-Profit law and would jeopardize our non-profit 
status if continued as was explained at the April general membership meeting. 
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Manners and Morals    con’t.  from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen 
Don’ts (Continued from last month) 

 Don’t walk with a slovenly gait 

 Don’t be overfamiliar 

 Don’t be rude to your inferiors in social positions 

 Don’t overdress or underdress 

 Don’t use hair dye, hair oil or pomades 

 Don’t scold and snarl, as it is exceedingly ill-bred to do so 

 Don’t carry your hands in your pockets 

 Don’t go untidy on the plea that everyone knows you 

 Don’t be vulgar, but don't show that you are trying hard not to be vulgar 

 Don’t try, when in company, to attract the attention of someone by signals, a cough, or a nudge. 

 Don’t underrate anything because you don’t possess it. 

 Don't vent your irritation on anybody. 

 Don’t chew or fumble your toothpick in public 

 Don’t touch people when addressing them. (1916) 

 Days Gone By                  Karin Carlson 
1931 

 

     The incredible prosperity and optimism of the 1920's came to an abrupt halt with the Stock Market Crash of October 

29th, 1929. The devastating effects of Black Tuesday as it came to be known soon reverberated throughout the world ush-

ering in the longest, deepest, and most wide-spread depression of the Twentieth Century casting millions of people into 

abject poverty. Imagine a world devoid of public assistance and unemployment benefits – without these safety-nets, thou-

sands succumbed to the privations and despair of the Great Depression. 

     Indefatigable as ever, the ladies of the club carried on business as usual – for a time at least – and became the benefici-
aries of several priceless gifts beginning with the beautiful silver monogrammed punch ladle from Mrs. Walter Curtis 

Foote which is currently on display in our tearoom curio cabinet. Also at this time, Mrs. Frank Hubbard Smith, daughter-

in-law of Minnie Smith, donated the bronze President's Plaque now gracing the hallway of our clubhouse at the top of the 

staircase. The bronze plaque bears the names of both mother-in-law and daughter-in-law. Yet another enduring legacy of 

this period was the installation of a metal ceiling in the ballroom and cloakroom which remains today hidden beneath sev-

eral layers of paint. 

     In October of 1930, the ladies of the club celebrated the fortieth anniversary of Muskegon Woman's Club with several 

past presidents in attendance including Mrs. Frank Hubbard Smith formerly of Muskegon but residing in Los Angeles, 

California at the time. 

     Always active and busily involved in the affairs of the Michigan Federation of Women's Clubs, the Muskegon club 

achieved much notoriety in 1930 when the perennially popular Literature and Drama Department's troupe, The Players, 

received the State Federation's Drama Award soon followed by the election of Muskegon member, Mrs. C.L. Thompson, 
to the office of state president. Sadly, Mrs. Thompson would soon become the first state president to die in office.  

     For the time being, it remained business as usual for the ladies of the club, but unstoppable forces were at work that 

would change not only the club but also the world forever.  

   Clubhouse Tour Guide Training will be held on Monday, June 3rd, from 1:00 pm until 2:30 pm. If you are interested 
in learning more about our rich history and presence in the community and could donate two hours of your time, please 
contact Karin Carlson at 788-3050 or karinc1146@yahoo.com 
Thank you! 

mailto:karinc1146@yahoo.com
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June Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
June 5 11:30AM—2:30PM 
  13 4:30—7:30PM  

 June’s collection will be for Sacred Suds on Larch 
Ave. They are in need of laundry soap (only the high effi-
ciency kind); towels and washcloths; Styrofoam cups and 
plates; travel size soaps, deodorant, body wash, toothpaste, 
disposable razors, etc. 
 There will be another baby shower for Catholic 
Charities at our October 2 luncheon. 

Philanthropy                      Carolyn Bowen 

Save the date: 
 Our joint potluck for the evening and day group—all members potluck—will be on Thursday, June 
13th at the club at 5:30 pm. Please bring a dish to pass. 
  

The evening group will be taking off the month of July 

  

Save the date: 
 The evening group will be going out to Dockers  on Thursday August 1st  at  5:30 pm 
***** note date change from our calendar ******* All members are welcome for an evening of 
fun. Please RSVP to deb roest at 744-1936 or roostergirl23@gmail.com. 

Evening Group        Deb Roest 

Second Annual Rummage Sale      Sharon Beck, Chair 
Save the Dates and Save your unwanted household items. Clothing not preferred unless it is vintage. 
 

We will be cleaning the Tearoom Kitchen and choosing items to put in Rummage sale. 
 

Volunteers needed for all dates. Call Sharon Beck at 744-6932 or email sharonebeck@gmail.com 
 

May 31 10-2 Drop off items and Rummage Sale set up 
June 1 9-2 Rummage Sale 
  Club members—1st choice Early Bird 8:30-9AM on the 1st.  

Wish List 
 We are replacing all the old folding chairs and will be selling them at 

the rummage sale. We will probably not make enough to pay for the 
number of new chairs we will need to purchase. The BOD is soliciting 
donations of $20 for each new chair. 

mailto:roostergirl23@gmail.com
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Women of Accomplishment 

Green Eggs & Ham/Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!   Deb Roest, Chair 

There was a full house for the Women of Accomplishment brunch on Saturday, May 18! A nice pro-
gram honored the four women selected. This year’s award recipients were Mary Jane Butner, Melanie 
Parsons, Janet Day, and, posthumously, Gretchen Toy. Congratulations, ladies! 

 The final total on net income is $919.47, making this the best results ever! Congratulations to 
the entire committee. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7pm  Place to be announced each month. Attendees are asked to bring a 

snack or beverage to pass. 
 June 4 At Toni Seyferth’s home in North Muskegon at 7PM. Book: Tell the 
Wolves I’m Home by Carol Rifka Brunt.  

 
Lit and Drama is also in process of choosing a scholarship winner for the current year. After 
choosing four finalists, the students will be interviewed on Sunday , the 2nd, in the afternoon. 
The chosen winner will present a sample of their art talent at the All Club Potluck on June 13. 
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Be sure to put this date on your calendar and make plans today to join us! 
RSVP to Ruth Hillman. Bring friends! 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

2 Laura Martin 
14 Diana Hicks 
17 Sally Patton 
 Melissa Slorf 
25 Denise Kanaar 
26 Sandra Gunn 
27 Carolyn Bowen 
28 Becki Coles 

Follow us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts  

1 Sharon Beck 
2 Barbara Wagenmaker 
4 Gloria-Jean Pataky 
9 Roberta Tetzlaff 
23 Kitty Geitzen 
25 Diedra Davis 

Living Green 
Conserve Water:  Water conservation benefits the environment as well 
as the budget. By replacing leaky faucets, using water saving shower 
heads and toilets, and taking showers rather than baths, you can make a 
huge difference in the amount of water your family uses. This also 
translates into savings on your water bill. 
Some other ways to save water are: 

 Turn off the water when you brush your teeth. 

 Collect rainwater in a big plastic trash can or rain barrel to 
use for watering your plants. 

 Save up to 1,000 gallons of water every month by running 
only full loads in your washer and dishwasher. 

 Collect a small amount of water in a bowl or pan to wash 
your produce rather than running water over them or using 
an entire sink full of water. 


