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2012/2013 Board of Directors 
 

Karen Andrie. President 
Loribeth Clark, Vice President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz, President-Elect 
Paula Martin, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair 
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair 

Julie Haines, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large  
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
May:  
1  Salad Luncheon       12N  
7  Book Talk            7PM 
9  Evening Group (Hank’s Tavern)  5:30PM 
15  BOD                                               12N 
16  American Home                     5:30PM 
18 Women of Accomplishment Br      9AM 
23 Past President Brunch       10AM 
24 Newsletter Articles Due       5PM 
26 Club Tour  2-4PM 
29 Tearoom Kitchen Inventory 10-2 
30 Rummage Sale Drop Off 10-2 
31 Rummage sale prep 10-2 
June: 
1 Rummage Sale 9-2 
13 All Club Pot Luck 5:30PM 
19 BOD  12N 
20 American Home Picnic at Nancy’s 5:30PM 
21 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
 

 We are so pleased that we will soon be hosting our second annual Women of 
Accomplishment award breakfast. The breakfast will be held on May 18th from 9am to 
noon at our club.  Please contact Dianne Buck for reservations, as the deadline is 
May 4th.  Thank you to Community Enrichment and Dianne Buck for chairing this 
important and very worthwhile community tradition. 
 We are also in the process of another very important tradition, that of 
choosing a scholarship recipient.  The Art’s Department chaired by Toni Seyferth is 
currently collecting nominations from high-school students, grades 9-11, that are 
passionately involved in the arts.  Nominations forms have been distributed to all of 
the Muskegon area public schools, and are due on May 10th.  The winner will be our 
guest at our June 13th All-Club Pot Luck at 5:30pm at the club.  Plan now to meet 
and congratulate a deserving young artist. Join us in congratulating and encourag-
ing him or her in the love and dedication to the arts. 
 I would also like to encourage members to be involved with our up-coming 
cleaning and inventory of our tearoom kitchen. This is scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday, May 29th.  During this inventory we will be making decisions as to 
what to keep, and what to put into our rummage sale.  We have many pieces of 
chipped wares, and we especially need members who are well versed in some of our 
historic pieces to be involved with this process. For drop off and rummage sale 
times, please see the newsletter for details.  Thank you to Sharon Beck for chairing 
our rummage sale and overseeing the re-organization of the tearoom kitchen! 
Finally I would like to encourage all to attend the upcoming May luncheon chaired 
by Community Enrichment.  Our guest speaker will be Dave Sipka on The State of 
Our Schools.  

The President’s Pen                         President, Karen Andrie 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE                Julie Haines, Chair 
 GMWC member Amanda Robertson and her husband Dustin welcomed their 
twins on April 11, 2013. Born at 35 weeks Avery Noelle arrived first at 5:02 pm and 
weighed 5lbs 6 oz. Her brother Maxwell Scott arrived at 5:03 pm and weighed 5lbs 8 oz. 
Due to their early birth the twins spent two weeks in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
and were finally able to go home on April 25. Congrats to the new parents!  
[editor’s note] Congratulations also to Grandma Julie Haines! 
 

 Please correct Kathy Viculis email to kviculis@mail.com 

AMERICAN HOME              Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 

 Angie Wasserman from Wasserman’s Flower Shop was the guest speaker for our 
April combined Evening and American Home meeting. We learned some fun ideas 
about flower arranging, some important tips, and some of the history of Wasserman’s. 
 As part of our business meeting the members of the two groups discussed the idea 
of combining our two groups beginning in the next club year. We decided this would 
be a mutually beneficial arrangement, so we will begin that in September.  
 American Home will have a meeting on May 16. We’ll decorate for summer at the 
club and talk about some ideas for the future as well as possible names for the new 

combined group. 

 President’s Pen  con’t from page 1 
 This is going to also be our Salad luncheon, which is a fundraiser for our operating fund. This is 
a wonderful way to treat a friend, as members may bring one guest for free to this luncheon! In 
addition we will hold our annual election of officers. I would like to thank the nominating com-
mittee of Ruth Lofton and Barb Wagenmaker for all their work in creating a wonderful slate of 
officers for the upcoming year.  Congratulations to the following slate whom their peers have 
honorably nominated! 
 

Slate of Officers: 
For President    Lindy Olechnowicz 
For Vice President  Deborah Matrone 
For President Elect  Loribeth Clark 
For Recording Secretary Karin Carlson 
For Treasurer   Stacy Hollenbeck 
Member at Large  Dorothy Brink 
For the position of Nominating Committee-2 year term  Nancy Bierenga   
 

Happy Spring!   Karen Andrie  



Page 3 

Manners and Morals    con’t.  from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen 
Dining 
 Don’t Put on Airs  Avoid any air of mystery when speaking to those next to you; it is ill-bred and in 

excessively bad taste. (1875) 
 Home Cooked Meals Good manners at dinner when dinner is just a home meal requires no squabbling, 

no quarrels, no finding a flaw in anything from soup to dessert. (1910) 
 No Gloves, Ladies Ladies should never dine with their gloves on—unless their hands are not fit to be 

seen. (1843) 
 Dining Don’ts Don’t, when you drink, elevate your glass as if you were going to stand it inverted 

   on your nose, like some do. 
   Don’t tuck your napkin under your chin, nor spread it upon your breast. Bibs and 
   tuckers are for the nursery 
   Don’t mop your face or beard with your napkin. Draw it across your lips neatly. 
Don’ts  
 Don’t fail to notice elderly people. 

 Don’t contradict people, even if you’re sure you are right. 

 Don’t be inquisitive about the affairs of even your most intimate friend. 

 Don’t repeat gossip. 

 Be what you wish to seem. 

 Don’t read to  yourself in public. 

 Days Gone By                  Karin Carlson 
1931 – Originality Day 

 

     In the early days of club history, members reserved several days throughout the year for special celebrations thus fill-

ing their calendar with such delightful appellations as Flower Day, Reciprocity Day, President's Day, and so on. While 

archiving an early scrapbook recently, I discovered a first hand account of the origin of one such day written by then 

president, Mrs. Walter Curtis Foote worthy of sharing. 

 

 In her words . . . . . 

 

    The first “Originality Day” by the Literature and Drama Department of Muskegon Woman's Club was observed Feb-

ruary 23, 1931. Mrs. Bess Fitzgerald Tiefer was then Chairman of the Literature and Drama Department and Mrs. Walter 

Curtis Foote was President of the Club and Chairman  for the day. The Program for that day was called “Club Talent” 

and consisted of original themes of writing and music. 

     The late Mrs Harriet C. Eames submitted a fine story. Mrs. Harold F. Foote played some of her own compositions for 

piano and also accompanied Mrs. Harry Brown who sang a group of songs, words and music by Mrs. W.F. Foote, and 

Mrs. Walter C. Foote read some poems written by Mrs. W.F. Foote 

     This day developed into a day of many surprises for Club members, who the next year were brave 

 enough to hand in an offering, and it proved to us that we have many talented members. 

     The Literature and Drama Department is responsible for a real honor which came to our Club from the State Federa-

tion of Women's Clubs, Muskegon Woman's Club receiving the Plaque which hung in the parlor of the Clubhouse for sev-

eral years from the Michigan State Federation of Women's Clubs at the State Meeting held in Detroit in 1932. 

     This was a very nice honor for the Literature and Drama Department to earn for the Muskegon Woman's Club. 

     The “Club Talent” day of February 23, 1931 has developed into “Originality Day”.  
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May Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
May 1 10:30AM—2:00PM 
  17 12N—2PM 
        18 5:30—7:30PM 
  24 7PM—9PM  
  29 9AM—2PM (also 30, 31 and June 1) 

Items needed for Everywoman's Place include twin sheets, 
pillowcases, twin blankets, towels, washcloths, and per-
sonal care products such as shampoo, conditioner, body 
wash, deodorant, hair spray, etc. Monetary donations are 
also welcomed.  Baby books will be collected for Books for 
Babies. 
Thank you all very much for your support of these organi-
zations.. 

Philanthropy                      Carolyn Bowen 

Dinner Outing with the Evening Group: 
All members are welcome and encouraged to come for food, fellowship and fun!!! 
  

Dinner is at Hank's Tavern 2536 Henry Street (formerly the Sardine Room) on Thursday, May 
9th.  Meet between 5:30 and 6:00 pm. Please RSVP to Deb Roest at  744-1936 or rooster-
girl23@gmail.com.  Hope to see you there. 
  
Save the date: 
 Our joint potluck for the evening and day group= all members potluck will be on Thursday, June 
13th at the club at 5:30 pm. Please bring a dish to pass. 
  

The evening group will be taking off the month of July 
  
Save the date: 
 The evening group will be going out to Dockers  on Thursday August 1st  at  5:30 pm 
***** note date change from our calendar ******* All members are welcome for an evening of 
fun. Please RSVP to deb roest at 744-1936 or roostergirl23@gmail.com. 

Evening Group        Deb Roest 

Second Annual Rummage Sale      Sharon Beck, Chair 
Save the Dates and Save your unwanted household items. Clothing not preferred unless it is vintage. 
 
We will be cleaning the Tearoom Kitchen and choosing items to put in Rummage sale. 
 
Volunteers needed for all dates. Call Sharon Beck at 744-6932 or email sharonebeck@gmail.com 
 
May 29 10-2 Cleaning kitchen 
May 30 10-2 Cleaning kitchen and Drop off donation items 
May 31 10-2 Drop off items and Rummage Sale set up 
June 1 9-2 Rummage Sale 
  Club members—1st choice Early Bird 8:30-9AM on the 1st.  

mailto:roostergirl23@gmail.com
mailto:roostergirl23@gmail.com
mailto:roostergirl23@gmail.com
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Women of Accomplishment 

Green Eggs & Ham/Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss!   Deb Roest, Chair 

There is still time to sign up for the Women of Accomplishment breakfast on Saturday, May 23 at 
9AM. Call Dianne Buck at 215-0007 or email her at southernladydi@comcast.net.  

 Dr. Seuss Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast was a HUGE SUCCESS!!!  We had over 140 adults 
and children join us at the club for a lot of food and fun.  This was a SOLD OUT CROWD!!(Yeah)  We 
made over $800.00 in profit which is an all time record profit for this event.   
 A special thank you goes out to Doug Hughes and Steve Dick from the Muskegon Library 
Board for their generous donations to continue to support this wonderful event. Thank you to Melissa 
Slorf for being the co-chair of the Breakfast. Thank you to all the GMWC members and friends who 
helped set up the event  and for all the helpers that worked the day of the event. We all worked to-
gether and made a great team. I had a lot of great feedback from our guests that day, especially the 
children. You could tell the kids had a wonderful time.  Thanks again to all the volunteers who made 
this event so successful. We could not have done it without you.   
P.S. A special thank you to Carolyn Bowen, Dolores Brondyke and Ruth Hillman for their added extra 
efforts. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7pm  Place to be announced each month. Attendees are asked to bring a 

snack or beverage to pass. 
 May 7—Safe Haven by Nicholas Sparks, at Paula Martin’s home 

Thinking about going to Book Talk?  Please join us whenever you are able!! 
The next book is Safe Haven, by Nickolas Sparks, a quick read that once you embark on the 
journey you will be drawn into  Katie’s life.  Set in Southport, North Carolina this romantic 
story holds you with curiosity, suspense, and heartfelt concern. 
 

Game Night/Fine Arts Scholarship 
 Thank you to the ladies who attended Game Night Wednesday April 24.  The card game 

Pass the Ace provided the main entertainment and much laughter embraced the evening. 
Your support for the Fine Arts Scholarship will be a wonderful encouragement to       
furthering a young artist’s talent.  Know of a young artist in the Muskegon Area who is 
in grades 9-11?  Have them talk to their guidance office or go to our website to get an 
application.  More details below… 

  All Applications shall be postmarked or delivered by May 10, 2013 
 Interviews Held:   Sunday June 2, 2013 at Greater Muskegon Woman’s club 

 Award Ceremony to be held June 13, 2013  at 5:30pm @ the Greater Muskegon 
Woman’s Club Summer Picnic where we will also hear or see the art of the 
awardee. 



 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

6 Eloise South 
19 Judy Stojak 
24 Bob Scolnik 
 Dolores Brondyke 
29 Dorothy Brink 
 Penny Cooper 

Follow us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts  

1 Sharon Beck 
2 Barbara Wagenmaker 
4 Gloria-Jean Pataky 
9 Roberta Tetzlaff 
23 Kitty Geitzen 
25 Diedra Davis 

Living Green 
One important way to reduce waste is to reuse instead of 
throw out used items. For the next few months we’ll look at 
some helpful reuse items. This month is plastic bags. 

 Use the small button bags as pill carriers 

 Store your purse pressed-powder compact in a plastic 
bag to avoid all that powder in the bottom of your purse 

 Put graham or saltine crackers in a plastic bag, seal it, 
and roll over it with a rolling pin to make crumbs—all 
contained in the bag 

 Fill a zipper bag with frosting or pudding, cut off a cor-
ner, and use to fill cupcakes or frost them. This can also 
be used to fill deviled eggs. 

 Use the same idea to fill salt and pepper or spice shak-
ers. Just fill the bag, zip it, cut off a corner to fill the jar. 


