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2012/2013 Board of Directors 
 

Karen Andrie. President 
Loribeth Clark, Vice President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz, President-Elect 
Paula Martin, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair 
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair 

Julie Haines, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 

Connie Tenkel, Immediate Past President 
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large  
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

February 
5 Book Talk   7:00 PM 
7 Evening Dept. Potluck 5 PM 
9 Mardi Gras Jazz Party 5:45 PM 
13 Victorian Luncheon/Game Day 12 N 
20 BOD Meeting 12 N 
21 American Home Potluck 5:30 PM 
 Newsletter Articles Due 5 PM 
March 
5 Book Talk   7:00 PM 
6 General Club Luncheon 12 N 
14 Evening Dept. Potluck 5:30 PM 
16 Dr. Seuss Birthday Breakfast 10 AM 
20 BOD Meeting 12 N 
21 American Home Potluck 5:30 PM 
22 Newsletter Articles Due 5 PM 

 During the winter months our club routinely finds itself with a gap in 
our general club business meetings until our spring meeting in March.  We do 
have so much going on during this time, and I want to encourage any member 
that has questions, concerns or ideas to share, to please let us know.  The 
”Member at Large” is Debbe Matrone, her position is to field any questions or 
issues that may arise, or that a member would like to have shared at the BOD 
meetings. I would also urge any member to feel free to call me, Lindy Olech-
nowicz or Loribeth Clark. We have some wonderful speakers lined up for this 
spring. The American Home department will host the March luncheon and our 
guest speaker will be Marcia Breuker. Marcia is a retired florist from Ray & 
Sharon’s and will be sharing with us about spring flower arrangements. April’s 
guest speaker is Cynthia Pimm from Hospice of Michigan; in addition we will 
be having our nominating committee present the slate of officers for our 2013-
2014 term. In May our Salad Luncheon guest speaker will be Dave Sipka, who 
will update us on “The State of our Schools”. In May we will also conduct our 
election of officers. 

I am pleased to be sharing exciting news; our new website has gone 
live this past month! We now have scrolling features for club photographs and 
advertising for (member) sponsors of the site. We have added the feature of Pay 
Pal, which currently enables tickets to be purchased. We are developing that 
feature to also include the ability to renew membership dues online. Event in-
formation is posted for Mardi Gras, Green Eggs & Ham, and Women of Ac-
complishment. Thank you to Stacey Bierling who has been working on this 
project for many months.  Nancy Bierenga has joined Stacey in the last stages 
of refining the website and they will be working together to keep it current. 
Thank you Stacey and Nancy! 

      Con’t page 2 

The President’s Pen                         President, Karen Andrie 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE            Julie Haines, Chair 

Welcome  
Penny Cooper 
1465 Duck Lake Rd. 
Muskegon, MI 49445 
231-638-9206 
Granola44@yahoo.com  
DOB 5/29 

Membership News and Notes: 
Haven't picked up your yearbook yet?  Would you like your 
yearbook mailed to you? If so, please send $5 to: 
 

GMWC Membership  
Attn: Julie Haines 
280 W Western Ave 
Muskegon, MI 49440  

AMERICAN HOME              Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Since the club was pretty much decorated already, in our January meeting we 
began to look at living more naturally. We looked at using less chemicals and more 
natural ingredients for cleaning our homes. In February we’ll continue that theme 
with natural beauty products. 
 Our cookbooks are selling well. We will probably have a booth at the indoor 
Farmer’s Market in the next month so we can get more of them sold. They will 
also be  available during the club tours. If you know anyone who owns a store that 
may be willing to have some in their store to sell, please contact Nancy or Karin 
Carlson. 

January Board of Directors Report                         Karin Carlson 
 Artisan Market Final Report: 

Table Rental = $555.00 
Profit = $749.00 

 Activities approved by Board as follows: 
2013: 

Hampton Greens – July 19, 2013   Chair – Karen Andrie 
Gingerbread – November 22, 23, 24, 2013         Chair – Julie Haines 
Artisan Market – November 30, 2012   Chair – Karin Carlson 
Evening by Candlelight – December 16, 2013  Chair – Deb Roest 

President’s Pen Con’t from page 1 
 Women of Accomplishment planning is underway and I would like to thank Dianne 
Buck for stepping up the challenge of chairing this event. We have decided to move Women 
of Accomplishment to May 18th in order to allow ample time for the   nomination and selec-
tion processes.  This has caused a “shuffling’ of a few other events around to accommodate 
this change, so please be sure to check dates in this newsletter for details. 
 Last, I would like to commend Nancy Bierenga on her recent selection as Realtor of 
the Year for 2013! This award was presented at the semi-annual meeting of the West   
Michigan Lakeshore Association of Realtors for the outstanding service and contributions 
to the real estate profession and to the community. Award recipients are nominated for 
State of Michigan’s Realtor of the year; that honor will be announced in September.  
Congratulations Nancy!  

February Office Hours 
Feb  7 5:30—7:30 PM 
 13 11—11:45AM 
 20 12 N—2 PM 
 21 5:30—7:30 PM 
 25 8:30—10:30 AM (Newsletter printing, so access to club but not  
  to computer or printer) 

mailto:Granola44@yahoo.com
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Manners and Morals  con’t.  from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen 
Lessons in Conversation 

 Avoid satire and sarcasm.    

 Avoid exaggeration. 

 Never tell a coarse story. 

 Be what you wish to seem. 

 Avoid repeating a brilliant or clever saying. 

 Avoid oddity. Eccentricity is shallow vanity. 

 Never discourse upon your ailments. 

 Never mention your own peculiarities.  

1924-1925 – Sunshine and Shadow 
 

     1924-1925 was another busy, productive club year for Muskegon Woman’s Club but was also 
marked by great sadness. Once more the ladies of the club were the recipients of Minnie 
Smith’s generosity – a framed photograph of the beloved benefactress to be hung in the club-
rooms, prompting a heartfelt resolution to Mrs. Smith of “sincerest thanks and assurance of 
sympathy in the illness which has removed you from our midst and our abiding love.” 
     The business of the club was carried on by its departments of Literature and Drama, Civics, 
Music, Home Economics, and the Junior Club as well as through its committees of Education, 
Public Welfare, Legislative, and Philanthropy. Later that year, a newly reorganized Art De-
partment was added after a somewhat brief hiatus. The Public Welfare Committee heartily 
endorsed a new ordinance stipulating a mandatory closing time of 11:30 pm for all public 
dance halls in the city while the Civics Department urged the City Commission to follow the 
examples of neighboring cities in addressing at the earliest possible date “the vast clouds of 
smoke and soot hovering over the city in the interest of a cleaner, healthier community.” 
     The members of Muskegon Woman’s Club also took a step into history with the purchase of 
the Marvin property adjacent to the northern perimeter of the clubhouse. “The Cottage” as the 
small building on the property came to be called was an ongoing source of income as it was 
rented to a number of entrepreneurs over the years. The very first lessee was a Mrs. McGill 
who opened a hat shop there. No sooner had her lease expired, however, than the industrious 
ladies of the club opened their own shop – A Gift and Thrift Shop staffed by volunteers from 
the club. 
     A great sadness befell the ladies when on October 18, 1924, their beloved benefactress, 
Minnie Smith, succumbed to illness in her apartment at the Occidental Hotel. Three days later 
the ladies mourned her passing at her funeral in the clubhouse she so loved. 
The silver cord once more is broken, and we join anew friendship’s chain but lose one precious 
link, beloved member, Minnie Smith. 

1847-1924 
~~~~~~     

Please Note . . . . . 
A long awaited goal of the club has finally come to pass as tours of our magnificent, historical, 
111 year old clubhouse begin on Sunday, January 27, 2013, 2:00 – 4:00 pm. Tours will continue 
throughout the year on the fourth Sunday of alternate months. Several members have volun-
teered as tour guides, but all are welcome! Itineraries will be provided for all guides. Please 
join us and share our amazing history. 
For information, call or email Karin at 231.788.3050 or karinc1146@yahoo.com  

Days Gone By                 Karin Carlson 

 Do not become a distributor of small talk 
in the community 

 Do not interrupt another when speaking 

 Do not find fault, though you may gently criti-

cize. 

 Do not always prove yourself to be the one in 

the right. 

 Sharp sayings are an evidence of low breeding 

mailto:karinc1146@yahoo.com


Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 
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Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7pm  Place to be announced 

 Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. 
 

Feb. 5, 7 PM, at the home of Toni Seyferth The Light between Oceans, by ML Stedman 
March 5, 7 PM—location TBA  Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 

We had a wonderful turn out for Club Pride Day this past January 2nd.  Thank you to the follow-
ing members for their hard work cleaning the club.  We even got the baseboards cleaned!  Sandy 
Wellington, Tony Seyferth, Rosalie Mancier, Kitty Gietzen, Donna David, Dolores Brondyke, 
Dorothy Brink, Nancy Bierenga, Sharon Beck, Sarah Andrie, Kendra Andrie, and Karen Andrie.  
Many hands make light work! 

Nominating Committee for 2013-2014 
The Nominating Committee is currently soliciting nominations for the following positions: 
  

President Elect (1 year experience on the BOD)  
Vice President - (1 year experience on the BOD) 
Treasurer - (no experience on the BOD required; however accounting experience preferred)  
 1 person / 1 year term  
Recording Secretary - (no BOD experience required) l person / 1 year term  
Member at large ( no BOD experience required) 1 person / 1 year term  
Nominating Committee Member - This is not a BOD position; however it is a 2 person committee.  
One person for 2 years (alternating 2 year terms to insure that one person in this position has      
experience) 
 

The current President Elect, Lindy Olechnowicz, will be President of GMWC.   
 

Please approach the person you are considering for nomination to find out if they are interested in a 
board position, forward your nomination to the nominating committee.   
You may contact Ruth Lofton at haroldandruthannlofton@gmail.com, or phone 231-747-6853.  
Ruth will be happy to address any specific questions you may have regarding a position on the 
Board.   
 

Kindest Regards, 
 

The Nominating Committee 
Ruth Lofton and Barb Wagenmaker  

Soup Bowl Painting for Catholic Charities was a great success. We had 20 members and guests meet and  they 

painted 35 bowls that night. Over 25 bowls are being donated to Catholic Charities for their fundraiser ,Soups 

Along the Lakeshore. The GMWC should be very proud to help support our community and provide the bowls for 

this event. GMWC  ladies are always willing to help the community out.  We had a wonderful potluck that 

night  and lots of time for fellowship and fun too. It is a great event and hope more members and friends will 

come out to this event next year. We have some pretty talented painters among our group. 

Soup Bowl Painting      Deb Roest, Evening Dept. Chair 

mailto:haroldandruthannlofton@gmail.com
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Around Town  
[this section features events from other 

groups in our area] 

Friends of Art   
April 17 The History of 
Stained Glass presented by 
Barb Kreuger 
 

Women’s Division 
Victorian Luncheon at the 
Club building. Come for lunch 
($7 pp) and stay for games. 
Leave when you must. Call 
Nancy Bierenga for reserva-
tions—730-0887. 
 

Remember to respond to either your caller or Karen McMahon by email whether or 
not you plan to attend luncheons. Our next luncheon is in March. You will be called the 3rd 
week of February. 

This ‘N That 

Bertha's Retirement - an update on the boiler: 
 

The replacement of Bertha is underway.  Lascko Mechanical and Plumbing has been secured to help us 
with her retirement and numerous meetings have been held to initiate this process.  One of the city's 
requirements to upgrade the boiler is an inspection of the existing chimney of our club, as this is where 
Bertha and her replacement vent their exhaust.  Schmidt Brothers was hired to inspect the chimney in 
the month of December.  It was concluded that a chimney liner is required to properly vent our boiler, 
based on current codes.  Walma Chimney Lining visited our clubhouse the first week of January, so a 
bid may be prepared for this requirement.  Dave Walma, the owner, informed us that our chimney has 
a "jog" in it near the bottom and several buckets of debris (primarily mortar that has broken away in-
side the chimney) that has built up over the years.  Of course, the debris will need to be removed in the 
process of lining the chimney and Dave will also need to rent a lift to reach the top of our chimney in 
the lining process.  Lascko had included an "estimated" price in their initial bid of $4K, in the event 
that a chimney inspection/lining would be required.  We are awaiting the quote from Walma Chimney 
Lining; based on Dave's finding during his visit, the amount is expected to exceed the initial esti-
mate.  We will continue to keep our members informed of the process.  Bertha's retirement, after many, 
many years of service, is drawing near. 

New Dates for May: 
(Please correct your calendar) 
May 1  Salad Luncheon        
 7  Book Talk       
 9  Evening Group 
 15  BOD       
 16  American Home  
 18  Women of Accomplish-
  ment Brunch           
 23  Past President Brunch 
          26  Club Tour  
 30 Garage Sale Drop Off 
        31  Garage sale prep 
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The Evening Dept. will be meeting on Feb. 7th at 5pm for a planning meeting and     
potluck for Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast and we encourage members to help with this 
wonderful project for the club. We’ll need lots of volunteers for this event, so please plan 
to join us for more info and to help plan. Please contact Deb Roest (744-1936) for more 
info or to volunteer. Note the date change for the February meeting. 

Green Eggs & Ham/Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss! 
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Women of Accomplishment 



Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

7 Maxine Boucher 
10 Evelyn Syers 
15 Angie Schuitema 
19 Stacey Bierling 
 Rosalie Mancier 
24 Bonnie Kellogg 
25 Sandy Wellington 
27 Kathy Leiter 
 Lindy Olechnowicz 

Birthstone: Aquamarine 
Recycling facts: 

 The average American 
produces about 4# of 
trash every day 

 Over 87% of Americans 
have access to curbside 
or drop-off paper recy-
cling 

 In 2009 Ameri-
cans threw away 
almost 9 million 
tons of glass! 

Follow us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts  

5   Staci Taylor 
9 Karen Peters 
11 Laurel Sass 
12 Dianne Buck 
 
Birthstone: Amethyst 
Recycling facts: 

 The average American 
uses 650 pounds of 
paper each year—100 
million tons of wood 
could be saved each 
year if all that paper 
was recycled. 

 Americans use 2.5 mil-
lion plastic bottles 
every hour. 

 About 80% of what 
Americans throw away 
is recyclable, yet our 
recycling rate is only 
28%. 


