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2012/2013 Board of Directors 
 

Karen Andrie. President 
Loribeth Clark, Vice President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz, President-Elect 
Paula Martin, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair 
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair 

Julie Haines, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 

Connie Tenkel, Immediate Past President 
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large  
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
 

December 
2 Holiday Evening Set-up 5:30 PM 
3 Holiday Evening by Candlelight 6:30 PM 
4 Book Talk   7 PM 
5 Membership Christmas Tea 1 PM 
6 Evening Dept Holiday Bash 5:30 PM 
19 BOD Meeting 12 N 
20 American Home Potluck 5:30 PM 
24 Newsletter Articles Due 5 PM 
 
January 
2 Winter Club Pride Day 9A-3P 
7 Hackley-Hume undecorated TBA 
10 Evening Dept. 5:30 PM 
16 BOD Meeting 12 N 
17 American Home Potluck 5:30 PM 
25 Newsletter Articles Due 5 PM 
27 Club History Tour 2-4 PM 

We are well into our holiday season, with a successful “Build a    
Gingerbread House “event behind us and Artisan Market underway.  Thank 
you to Deb Roest for chairing, a special thank you to Suzanne Carl, and all 
the many volunteer’s that put in so many hours helping with spreading   
holiday cheer to our community. Deb Roest has chaired this for many years, 
and we are so grateful for how it has become a true community tradition. 
Deb is now passing the torch and I would like to thank Julie Haines for   
stepping up to the challenge and agreeing to chair next year’s Gingerbread 
event. The Club is set and ready to go for the Artisan Market, co-chaired by 
Dolores Brondyke and Karin Carlson. Although we have had vendor markets 
in the past—this one is different; we are highlighting local artisans for 
unique gift opportunities. I would also like to thank Rae Jean Erickson who 
has taken on the advertising for all of these events. She has created our new 
flyers, as well as broadened our traditional media through marketing our 
club on social networking sites which has helped us communicate with a    
record number of people in our community.  

In December we continue our holiday activities with our first      
Evening by Candlelight, and of course our traditional Christmas Tea.       
Attending one or all is sure to put you into the holiday spirit! 
 Wishing you all a safe and Merry Christmas!  

The President’s Pen                         President, Karen Andrie 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE            Julie Haines, Chair 

Welcome  
Stacy Hollenbeck 
801 W. Norton Ave.  
Muskegon, Mi 49441 
616-403-7225 
DOB 1/23  
SLHollenbeck@comerica.com  

Membership News and Notes: 
Please change Debbe Matrone’s phone number in your direc-

tory. Her primary contact number should be 231-638-0002 or 
her office 231-726-4052 ext 105.  
 
Haven't picked up your yearbook yet?  Would you like your 
yearbook mailed to you? If so, please send $5 to: 
 

GMWC Membership  
Attn: Julie Haines 
280 W Western Ave 
Muskegon, MI 49440  
 

AMERICAN HOME              Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Our November meeting, on November 29 will be devoted to finishing the      
holiday decorating of the club building. Potluck supper at 5:30. Work to follow. 
 Save December 20 for our Holiday Extravaganza meeting. We’ll discuss some 
new, easy, inexpensive, and fun ways to finish off your own holiday decorating and 
sample some holiday foods. Plan now to bring your favorite easy, quick, and tasty 
holiday food—something that’s a holiday tradition at your house—for the potluck 
part. 
 Don’t forget to purchase cookbooks for your holiday gifts. There are lots of 
great recipes, including some from our first cookbook 100 years ago! 

November Board of Directors Report                         Karin Carlson 
 The Board reminds members that no one should enter the club building at any time  

during a rental! 
 Extra yearbooks may be purchased for $5.00 each. 
 Community Day: Community Day was a success for a first time try. We made a profit of $372. 

There are a couple of people who still have to turn in money, please contact Karen to make     
arrangements.  Thank you to all who sold and purchased booklets!   

 The locks on our building have been changed. Key distribution will be closely            
controlled. For those without a key, the club building may be accessed during the        
following hours in the next month: 

 November 29, 5:30-6:30pm 
 December 2, 5:30-6:30pm 
 December 3, 6:30pm-8:30pm 
 December 4, 7pm-8pm 
 December 5, 12 noon-2pm 
 December 19, noon to 2pm 
 December 20, 5:30-7:30pm 
 December 27,  9am-10:30am   
 January 2, 9am-3pm 

mailto:SLHollenbeck@comerica.com
tel:231-638-0002
tel:231-726-4052;105
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Manners and Morals  con’t.  from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen 
Cleanliness 

 The whole person must be kept scrupulously clean; but it must not be forgotten that the bath hath 
its dangers as well as its benefits. To bathe too often may be even worse than not to bathe at all; 
vitality often being sapped by over-indulgence in the lavatory. (1892) 

 Cleanliness and neatness are the invariable accompaniments of good breeding. Every gentleman 
may not be dressed expensively, he may not be able to do so; but water is cheap, and no gentleman 
will ever go into company unmindful of cleanliness either in his person or apparel. (1860) 

 No man who is uncleanly need expect to have a pure mind, nor to give a decent inheritance to a 
child. (1916) 

1922-23 
 

President, Mrs. Margaret Dearborn 
Active Members: 455     Junior Members: 50 

Associate Members: 12   Honorary Members: 5 
 
     The club year, 1922-1923, found the ladies busily involved in a myriad of activities and doing their 
utmost to improve and enhance life in their fair city. Taking to heart the words of their adopted motto, 
Kindness, Loyalty, and Cooperation are the Keys to Success, they reached out to one and all. It was a time 
when the club provided both a platform and a forum for civic-minded women to implement programs 
with far-reaching effects difficult to achieve individually as evidenced by the work of Dr. Lucy Eames 
and the Civics Department. This proved to be true for another active club member, Mrs. Hattie VanZal-
ingen. As chair of the city’s Emergency Relief Commission and President of the Board of the Children’s 
Home, Mrs. VanZalingen’s passion for the destitute and downtrodden resonated deeply with club mem-
bers. At her request, the ladies of the club volunteered to gather weekly to sew clothing and other neces-
sities for the poor.  The ladies, also at her request, endorsed a resolution imploring the County Board to 
vote appropriations for the hiring of a school nurse in rural schools where many children had no access 
to health care.  
     At the same time, committees and departments remained an active, integral part of club life as the 
Civics Department, at the request of the State Federation, urged members to participate in a state-wide 
sugar boycott by reducing their families’ consumption of sugar to protest exorbitant pricing. Its mem-
bers also continued to pay the rental fee for police matron, Sarah McVeigh’s, room for homeless girls 
and made it their mission to attend all trials and court proceedings for women and young girls. And, of 
course, they carried on their barrage of resolutions to the powers-that-be with their resolution in March 
of 1923 recounting the deplorable conditions existing in areas of the city, namely Coney Island, White 
City, and Sawdust City, as dangerous to public health and morals and an abject disgrace to the city, urging 
the city, county, and state authorities to adopt such actions as deemed necessary to correct these unsa-
vory conditions posthaste.  
     Another resolution drafted by the Legislative Committee urged County Commissioners to fill a va-
cancy on the Board of Health and Welfare with a woman, and, true to form, members had the perfect 
candidate for the position, Judge Ruth Thompson. 
     As the cultural center of the city, the club sponsored a series of concerts in conjunction with Bruns-
wick Corporation – season tickets were available for the nominal fee of $5.00 or $4.00 for balcony seat-
ing.  

    A brief note in the Minutes of Meetings would have broad implications for the ladies of the club for 
years to come, when in March of 1923, a Board recommendation was made to purchase the Marvin 

Property adjacent to the clubhouse for $5000 ~ details to follow . . .  

Days Gone By                 Karin Carlson 



Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 
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Philanthropy                Carolyn Bowen 
 

Thanks to all who donated food items for the Rescue Mission in order that the less fortunate would 
have a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner.  They were very appreciative. 
Don't forget that at the December Tea we will be collecting wheelchair bags, walker bags, and lap 
throws for the residents of Sanctuary at the Park Nursing Home.  If you have any small holiday 
bags to donate, it would be greatly appreciated for wrapping the items.   
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 There’s still time to make a reservation 
for A Holiday Evening by Candlelight. Call Deb 
Roest for reservations. Cost $10.    

Evening Dept. Deb Roest & Suzanne Carl Co-Chairs 
 

Holiday Bash! 
The Hearthstone Restaurant 
Thursday, Dec 6th @ 6 pm 

RSVP to Deb Roest @ 744-1936 
Please NOTE: date change from Dec 13 

  

For gift exchange, please bring a wrapped gift 
from $5-10  

  

Hope to see you there! 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7pm  Place to be announced 

 Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. 
 

Dec. 4, 7 PM, Tea Room, The Time Keeper, by Mitch Albom 
January—no meeting 
Feb. 5, 7 PM, at the home of Toni Seyferth The Light between Oceans, by ML Stedman 

Please mark Jan 10th on your 
calendars.  This will be the 

annual soup bowl painting event at the club.  Bowls will 
be painted and donated to Catholic Charities for sale at 
their Soup's on for Everyone Event. This is a fundraiser 
for the local Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry.  A soup 
and salad  supper will be served for $5.00 and we'll have 
lot's of laughs.  Bring friends!  If you wish to paint 
bowls for yourself, that opportunity will be              
available.  The actual prices have not 
been finalized.  Last year a bowl for 
donation was $8.00 and a bowl to keep 
(they fire) was $12.00.  

 The Gingerbread House building event was a great success again this year.  The commu-
nity really seems to appreciate the opportunity to build and leave the mess behind!  The adults only on 
Friday night, has steadily grown over the last three years.  This year we had 35 people; some loyal 

fans and some new.  Overall, we sold  approximately 175 houses and made about $ 2,000.  Unfortunately, this is 
an expensive event to sponsor, mainly because the icing is so costly.  The final figures are not in but we do know 
it was a lot of fun.  A BIG thank-you to everyone who donated candy or graham crackers or food for workers to 
eat. Also, a Thank-You to Nancy Bierenga and the American Home group who decorated the club for the week-
end. And MUCH thanks to our members who helped and some even brought friends along. Hopefully, we con-
vinced them to become members, too.   It was also great to have all our teenage volunteers.    
 This year had an interesting twist. A woman, Anne, from MA. Googled gingerbread house fundraisers 
and up popped the Greater Muskegon Woman's Club!  She called Deb Roest, listed as the contact,  and Deb  was 
able to provide lots of information and direction to her as she planned this fundraiser for her son's school.  Deb is 
still waiting for the event to take place so Anne can report her success. Perhaps our next fundraiser could be a 
Traveling Gingerbread Consulting Service!  It is fun to know we have reached out to other parts of the country 
with our expertise!  
 Another surprise this year was the arrival of a reporter from the Chronicle on Friday night.  She stayed 
quite a while and took lots of pictures.  This resulted in a great spread on MLive on Saturday.  This, in turn, re-
sulted in a few walk-in customers on Sunday afternoon.   
 Taking a look back, I found a CD of old reports in the office labeled Gingerbread.  There were a lots of 
files on it, but I found the file from the first 2005 Gingerbread fundraiser.  The total income was $315.00.  So, the 
event has really become refined over the years.  Much of this growth has been because of the commitment of Deb 
Roest and the club members in general. This will be the last year Deb will chairing this event.  Julie Haines will 
be taking over.  Onward and Upward!    Suzanne Carl, evening group Co-Chair  
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Wish List 
 

 Industrial Floor mop $30 

 We have a fund for new curtains for the ballroom—additional funds are needed so we 
can get a higher quality curtain. Currently we have $200 in the fund. The purchase will be 
closer to $500. 

 Money for seasonal club decorations. Any amount will be useful. We’ve purchased urn 
fillers, two sets of tree lights, an additional Christmas tree, and two larger poinsettia plants 
for Christmas décor. ($80) 
 

Money for any wish list item may be mailed to the club, attention Paula Martin. You do not need 
to pay for an entire item—any amount toward one of the items is greatly appreciated. Or you could 
gather some friends and donate the money for an item in memory or in honor of a loved one. 

Around Town  
[this section features events from other 

groups in our area] 

Friends of Art  All events are 
held at the Art Museum. 
Dec. 5 at 10:30AM 
The Evolution of Art Doll De-
sign by Jennifer Gould 
 

Women’s Division 
Chicago Bus Trip Dec. 7 & 8   
Inn of Chicago. $128 double 
occupancy. Contact Nancy 
Bierenga for more details 730-
0887. Limited seats remain. 
 

Be sure to put January 2 on your calendar so you 
can help with the Winter Club Pride Day! Join us when you 
can    between 9 AM and 3 PM. Pizza lunch will be           
provided. Many hands make light work! 

 
We’ve had a problem lately with RSVPs for the club 

luncheons. Many people do not respond to the callers or to 
the emailed reminders. It is very important that we have an 
accurate count of who will be attending since we pay for 
catered meals. Please return the calls to your caller or to 
Karen McMahon via email. The reminders are usually made 
around the 23rd of the month for the following month’s 
meeting. Members are asked to respond whether or not you 
are attending so we know that you did receive the message! 

 
Thank you to John Sytsema from Sytsema Funeral 

Home for the donation of two plant stands for use on the 
balcony. 

This ‘N That 



Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

1 Karin Carlson 
7 Paula Martin 
19 Connie Navarro 
23 Stacy Hollenbeck 
29 Karen Andrie 
 

Birthstone: Garnet 
Recycling Facts: 

 Throwing away a sin-
gle aluminum can in-
stead of recycling is like 
pouring out 6 oz. of 
gasoline. Last year’s 
recycling saved the 
energy = to 15,000,000 
barrels of oil. 

 The aluminum can is 
100% recyclable.  

 Recycling alumi-
num cans helps 
fund the entire 
curbside collection.  

Follow us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts  

1 Eloise Selleck 
7 Dona David 
14 Sarah Andrie 
16 Diane Wiaduck 
26 Amanda Robertson 
 

Birthstone:  Zircon 
Recycling Facts: 

  Nearly 33 million 
Christmas trees, 2.5 bil-
lion greeting cards, and 
38,000 miles of ribbon 
will be sold this holiday 

season. Recycle paper 

and cards instead of put-

ting them in the garbage. 

 Since 2007 the Rockefel-
ler Center tree has been 
used by Habitat for Hu-
manity to be processed 
into housing products. 

http://www.epa.gov/wastes/wycd/funfacts/winter.htm
http://www.epa.gov/wastes/wycd/funfacts/winter.htm

