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President, Karen Andrie

I would like to start by thanking Dianne Buck. Dianne graciously filled
in at our recent luncheon (upon a three minute notice) with a wonderful history
of our Collect For Club Women. Many at my table had been curious about its
origin, and we were all delightfully enlightened on its wonderful history.
Again, thank you Dianne!
I would also like to thank the membership for the incredible display of
support you showed for our History book! I know it will be a beautiful, literary,
and enduring jewel for our club and community. Many thanks also to Florence
Bright, Colette Klukos, and Karin Carlson for this labor of love, making our
history come alive. Please be sure to attend our next general club meeting, as a
club membership photo will be taken following our business meeting. The
photo will be included in the history book.
Our programs are off to a great start. American Home has collected
almost 300 recipes and is busy with the final touches before going to print. We
also enjoyed bow making for our first evening meeting with Nancy Bierenga.
Evening group had their first meeting of this fiscal year, and will soon be preparing for our Build a Gingerbread House Event. Please be sure to join in and be
a part of this wonderful annual event.
I hope to see you all at the October General Club meeting, don’t miss
out on being part of our historic picture!

Upcoming Events
October
2 Book Talk
3 General Club Luncheon
9 Glass Class with Jilly
11 Evening Dept. Potluck
17 BOD
18 NO American Home
19 Newsletter Articles Due
November
6 Book Talk
7 General Club Luncheon
8 Evening Dept. Potluck
14 Board of Directors Meeting
15 Gingerbread Set-up
16 Gingerbread Event
17 Gingerbread
18 Gingerbread
23 Newsletter Articles Due
24 Artisan Vendor Market
29 American Home Potluck

7PM
12N
5:30PM
5:30PM
12N
5PM
7PM
12N
5:30PM
12N
5:30PM
7PM
10-12 & 1-3
2-4PM
10AM-4PM
5:30PM

2012/2013 Board of Directors
Karen Andrie. President
Loribeth Clark, Vice President
Lindy Olechnowicz, President-Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair
Julie Haines, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Connie Tenkel, Immediate Past President
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Welcome to our newest member:
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Lynn Peterson
3043 Cline Road
Muskegon, Mi 49444
231-773-2799
231-750-7182
birthday July 18
PetersonLM@frontier.com
Please correct Dianne Buck’s phone
number in your yearbook: 231-215-0007

Julie Haines, Chair
The Membership Drive Reception held last month was a
success. As a result of the membership drive we have 5
new members. Our new members are Heather Dean,
Tammy Hutson, Kim Mulder, Lynn Peterson, and
Amanda Robertson.
A big thank you to Karen Andrie, Sharon Beck, Nancy
Bierenga, Florence Bright, Dolores Brondyke, Karin Carlson, Loribeth Clark and Paula Martin for their help hosting the Membership Drive Reception.

If you have not received your yearbook, please be sure to pick it up next time you’re at the club. Note
that all members have a copy with their name label on the front cover. If you’d like to have your
yearbook mailed to you, send $2.00 to the club, Attention Julie Haines.

If you know any artisans who may be
interested in renting a booth at our
Artisan Market on November 24,
please contact Karin Carlson at
788-3050 or karinc1146@yahoo.com
with their information.

AMERICAN HOME

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Preorders are being taken for the new cookbook. This is going to be a wonderful
tribute to our first cookbook 100 years ago, but also to all our current members who
supplied almost 300 recipes to make this a great book. We anticipate receiving the
books in time to sell them at our December Tea and also at the Artisan Market.
Start thinking about how many copies you can purchase for gifts or to sell.
Thanks to Marcia Breuker, formerly a florist with Ray & Sharon’s, for coming
by to teach us how to make bows. You’re sure to see the products of what we
learned as the seasons unfold.
We have no meeting in October. The November meeting will be on the 29th
when we’ll do the holiday decorating at the club.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

In Memoriam – Gretchen Toy
Some of you, Gentle Readers, may remember former member, Gretchen Toy, who passed
away September 14, 2012, four days after her 100th birthday! Imagine being born a century ago
into a world that we can only read about – a time when horseless carriages competed with horsedrawn carriages on narrow roads of sand, and Muskegon was reinventing itself into an industrial city after the demise of lumbering. Suffrage for women, was as yet an unrealized dream.
The year Gretchen was born was also the year that Hackley Art Gallery (now Muskegon Museum
of Art) was established.
In 2010, Connie Tenkel and I had the pleasure of spending an afternoon reminiscing with
Gretchen in her cozy apartment at Sanctuary of the Oaks. It didn’t take very long for either of us
to realize that although she was born in a long ago era, Gretchen was always light years ahead
of her contemporaries. In a time when education for women was considered superfluous,
Gretchen graduated from the University of New York, Buffalo, with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Nursing. She then transferred to the University of Michigan to pursue a Master’s Degree in
Psychology. It was at the University of Michigan that she met her future husband, and shortly
after their marriage, the newlyweds moved to Muskegon to begin their respective careers. In a
time when married female teachers were not hired, Gretchen became the first Visiting Teacher
hired by the Muskegon Area Intermediate District; as such, she was ‘on-call’ for every school
in the district. She was also the first Social Worker ever hired by the School District. During her
tenure, she developed a program for those who would later follow in her footsteps.
Always progressive and pro-active, this pioneer lady has left an indelible mark on our community, as she was instrumental in the formation of A.R.C., Community Mental Health, Pioneer
Resources, and the Retired Teachers Association.
Gretchen was also an active member of the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club from 1994 until
deteriorating health curtailed her activities, serving in various capacities as Reservations
Chair, Ways and Means Chair, Parliamentarian, and Vice-President. In a time of club craft
shows and rummage sales, Gretchen donated her hand-knitted sweaters and crafts for countless sales, but she was best known for her adorable Santas, raffled every year at Christmastime.

A remarkable lady – Gretchen Toy
1912 – 2012
Manners and Morals con’t. from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen
The Chaperone
Chaperones are usually of one of three ages—marriage, parentage, or dotage. Their charges are universally of one age—bondage. (1906)
Protector of Young Women
Our cosmopolitan cities are thronged with strangers. Our streets are crowded. The chaperone has not
become an important figure in society. She accompanies the girl to the place of public amusement. She
attends her at the social function in a private house. She goes driving with her in the park, and if the
girl is quite young, she is not permitted to shop or to call unless she has the older woman with her.
(1910)
Duties of the Chaperone
The chaperone is the Good Shepherd of the flock. She must ceaselessly lead her lambs into the green
pastures and beside the still waters of the social swim. (1906)
Old Eagle-Eye
The ever-vigilante chaperones are to keep an eagle-eye on the young girls in their care to prevent
them from committing indiscretions at a debutante’s ball. (1910)
Three’s a Crowd
There is but one motto: Two’s company and three’s a crowd! It is forever up to the chaperone to syndicate the two-some and make it a “crowd” (1906)

GMWC
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Gretchen Toy

remembered by Connie Tenkel
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Gretchen Toy, age 100, passed away on Friday, Sept 14,
2012, at the Sanctuary at the Oaks. She was born in Austin, Pennsylvania on September 10, 1912, the youngest of three children of
George and Amanda (Rudolph) Brown. In school, she was active in
sports and played on the girl's basketball team all 4 years of high
school. After graduating from high school in 1930, Gretchen entered a nurse training program at the University of New York in
Buffalo, graduating as an R.N. in 1933. In 1937, she earned a B.S.
degree in Nursing majoring in Mental Health.
After graduating, she married Charles M. Toy, M.D., and gave birth to two daughters.
In 1940, the family moved to Muskegon. In 1950, Gretchen began working for the
County Superintendent of Schools as a Visiting Teacher, later called School Social Worker. She
also took classes from the University of Michigan and received a B.S. in Psychology in 1956. She
continued classes at U of M earning a Master degree in Social Work .
In the 1950's there were no services available for people with developmental disabilities,
outside of state hospitals. Two of Gretchen's neighbors each had a child who was mentally challenged. This provided the impetus for Gretchen to start the ARC/Muskegon Association. Subsequently, Gretchen became involved in providing support for parents/families with mentally challenged children and was instrumental in starting the Muskegon Community Health
Services Clinic. She served as President of both organizations. Pioneer Resources which began in
the 1950's was also formed, as a result of Gretchen's efforts to serve those in need of mental
health services/support. Gretchen had also served as President of Pioneer Resources. Gretchen
retired from Reeths-Puffer Schools as a social worker in 1978. She was also involved in Community Health Programs both at the state and local levels. In addition, she served as a mental
health consultant to Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services well into her 90's!
She joined the club in the late 1990's and served as Parliamentarian on the Board of Directors for several years. Gretchen's desire for helping people through education exemplifies our
club's mission of working to promote a high quality of life to the community. Our club was honored to have had Gretchen as a member!
Note: The BOD has decided to purchase a brick in Gretchen’s name.
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Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen, chair

Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies and/or money last month to
Muskegon Alternative Ed. They were very pleased with our donation as they do not
receive any help with supplies from the school district. Your generosity filled 2 boxes,
3 bags, and I presented them with a check for $89.00.
Also, the boxtops and labels for education went to Nelson School for playground
equipment. Their students have no playground and because of you they will at least
be able to provide them with jump ropes, basketballs, and other such items.
Our October luncheon will be for our local Baby Pantry and baby items as listed on
the flyer will be collected. NO toys please. There will also be a collection basket for
Books for Babies. Also, at the end of the luncheon/meeting, grocery bags will be
passed out to members to collect food for The Muskegon Rescue Mission at our
November luncheon. Items needed will be listed & attached to the bags.
In December, we will be collecting wheelchair bags, walker bags, and lap throws for
the seniors who have no families in the area and live at the Sanctuary at the Park
Nursing Home.

GMWC
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Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Meetings at 7pm Place to be announced
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass.
October 2
November 6

Popular book choice
TBD

At the Club
At the Club
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Save these Dates
The Evening Group will need help for the candlelight Holiday Celebration. Workers are
needed for cleanup and serving. Sign up sheets will be available at the luncheon. We are also
in need of food donations. Christmas cookies, cakes and all manner of hors d'oeuvres. Cash
donations would be gratefully accepted as well; contact Suzanne Carl or Deb Roest. Please plan
on attending this event!
Our annual Build a Gingerbread House Event is on Friday November 16 (adults only), Saturday
Nov. 17, Morning and Afternoon Sessions, and Sunday, Nov. 18. We will need lots of help. We
also need teens to help (volunteer hours will be noted for school requirements). Please
contact Deb Roest at 744-1936 with any questions. Sign-up sheets will be at the
luncheon.
Also needed are donations: graham crackers, pretzels; waffle, round, stick,
frosted mini wheat cereal, red and green starlight mints, red twizzlers and mini
marshmallows. Anything you think might be fun to stick on a gingerbread house
will be appreciated. A box will be in the coat room to receive items.
If you are interested in a Chicago IKEA and Outlet shopping trip on Nov. 10 & 11, please
contact Deb Roest (744-.1936).
If you are interested in a downtown Chicago shopping and holiday trip on Dec. 7 & 8, please
contact Nancy Bierenga (730-0887).

Jilly’s Glass Class
Be sure to sign up for the glass class taught by member Jilly Barnes at the club on Oct. 9!
The cost is $30 which includes all supplies and firing to make a pendant or pin and a pizza
and salad supper. Supper starts at 5:30PM. Call Nancy Bierenga (730-0887) to reserve.

Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen

October is the baby shower for the Baby Pantry. If you have anything we could use as a door
prize, please bring it to the September Tea. Also, I am in need of gift bags, large paper grocery
bags, and donations of pastel candies. Please bring items to the Tea.

Philanthropy Schedule for 2012-2013:

Oct. - Baby Pantry Shower/Books for Babies
Nov. - Food Collection for MAP
Dec. - Sanctuary at the Park Nursing Home

Mar. - Pet Pantry
Apr. - Books for Babies
May - Every Woman's Place
June - Sacred Suds
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September BOD




Encourages members to attend the October luncheon to be included in the membership
photograph that will be taken immediately following the luncheon.
Asks members to be sure to give Karin Carlson or Dolores Brondyke names of potential
vendors for the Artisan Market on Nov. 24.
Voted to order 500 pens with a picture of the Club Building for sale to members and the
public and to be given to new members and speakers.

Community Enrichment Committee

Upcoming Dates with the
Friends of Art
All events are held at the Art
Museum.
October 3 at 10:30 AM
Beauty of Hermes Scarves by
Nancy Morgenstern
Free
Oct. 17 at 10:30 AM
Studio Glass by John Rypma
Dec. 5 at 10:30AM
The Evolution of Art Doll
Design by Jennifer Gould

Florence Bright, Chair

Thank you, thank you, thank you! This committee is very honored to
accept your pledges in the amount of $1,510 toward the printing of
your GMWC history book entitled A Legacy of Dedication. These
pledges were received at the September 5 luncheon. Unknown to you
at that time, Witt Buick has given us a $1,500 matching donation!
The board and membership also voted to add the $375 from the
Marj Lachniet fun, making a total of $3,385. If you were not present
at the September meeting, you may add your contribution at the October 3 meeting. Pledge cards will be available and any amount will
be greatly appreciated.
A special “donor” page will be included in the book listing the names
of all who have contributed. Another page will be included commemorating the history and gift of Witt Buick. They are 100 years
old this year. Undoubtedly their cars appeared around the Woman’s
Club as the members arrived for events!
A third additional page will be a group picture of our membership.
We believe this is the first complete membership picture that has
been taken since the club began. Please plan to attend the October 3
meeting. The picture will be taken at 2:00 PM by member Rae Jean
Erickson.
This history book, written by member Karin Carlson, is very, very
special and interesting. It includes the story of the first fifty years
(1890-1940) of GMWC and includes beautiful colored art work by
member Colette Klukos. The book now has an ISBN number making
it marketable on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, etc.
You will be proud to have your name listed on the donor page and be
included in the group picture. Thank you for participating.

Wish List




Christmas Cookie Tins (Gently used okay)
Urn Insert ($130)
Formal dresses in seasonal colors for the mannequin in the women’s bathroom

Money for any wish list item may be mailed to the club, attention Paula Martin. You do not need
to pay for an entire item—any amount toward one of the items is greatly appreciated. Or you
could gather some friends and donate the money for an item in memory or in honor of a loved one.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Birthdays

Follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/groups/371185466202/?ref=ts

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

2
5
6
13

Shirley Green
Ann Caris
Ruth Hillman
Nancy Kinzinger

Birthstone: Rose Quartz
Fun Facts:
 The first Model T was
put on the market on Oct.
1,1908
 The first Sputnik was
launched on Oct. 4, 1957
 Columbus landed in
America on Oct. 12, 1492
 The Statue of Liberty
was dedicated on Oct. 28,
1886
 Nevada became the
31st state on Oct. 31,
1864

15
16
24
26

Katherine Morrison
Ann Caris
Marcia Fortin
Martha McKinney

Birthstone: Topaz
Fun Facts:
 National Beard Month
 Native American
Heritage Month
 Alzheimer’s Awareness Month
 National Pomegranate
Month
 International Drum
Month
Dull November brings the
blast. Then the
leaves are whirling
fast.” Sara Coleridge

