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President, Karen Andrie

Our new fiscal year is starting out with great momentum!
Our assets from this time last year have increased by 33%. Our
membership retention is at 96%. Our membership drive this week was
successful, resulting in 7 new members joining the club.
Our bids for the boiler are coming in, and we will soon be
choosing a firm to start the work on replacing “Bertha”. We have set an
October 1st deadline for finishing up the outdoor front entryway to
enhance our Paver Garden. Plans are underway to celebrate our Paver
Garden and History Book dedications on October 13th.
Please plan to attend our Membership Tea on September 5th to
welcome our new members. Our speaker will be Cindy Larsen who will
be updating us on the status of developments in Muskegon. We also plan
to pass out our new yearbooks at the tea. Be sure to transfer the club
calendar to your personal calendars to take the most advantage of all our
upcoming events.
Thank you to all that have been working so hard on these
projects. It has been a very busy summer for all of you and it is truly
appreciated!

Upcoming Events
September
4 Book Talk
7PM
5 Membership Tea
1PM
9 Club History Tour
2-4 PM
13 Evening Group
5:30PM
15 Recipe Deadline for Cookbook 5PM
19 BOD
20 American Home
5:30PM
21 Newsletter and Website Deadline 5PM
October
2 Book Talk
7PM
3 General Club Luncheon
12N
9 Glass Class with Jilly
5:30PM
11 Evening Dept. Potluck
5:30PM
13 Remembrance Day
1PM
17 BOD
12N
18 NO American Home
19 Newsletter Articles Due
5PM

2012/2013 Board of Directors
Karen Andrie. President
Loribeth Clark, Vice President
Lindy Olechnowicz, President-Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair
Julie Haines, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Connie Tenkel, Immediate Past President
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large
Nancy Bierenga. Parliamentarian
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Welcome to our newest members:
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Heather Dean
BD Sept. 11
9480 US 31
Montague, MI 49437
231.893.2443 heatherdean101@gmail.com
Tammy Hutson
BD July 4
3285 S Riverwood
Twin Lake, MI 49457
231.557.7814 tammy.hutson@yahoo.com
Kim Mulder
BD June 12
6373 Martin Rd
Muskegon, MI 49444
231.206.1561 kim.mulder@yahoo.com
Amanda Robertson
BD December 26
303 South Evanslawn
Aurora, IL 60506
231.744.7586 amanda.robertson22@hotmail.com

Julie Haines, Chair

More about current members...
Sally Patton
Sally first joined the club back in
the 1960's when she had the honor of being
President of the Junior Woman's Club for
one year when the club was still Federated. In 1970 her family moved away and
after 21 years returned to Muskegon and
she joined the Club again.
Sally and her husband, James, were
married for 52 years and have two children,
a son and a daughter, four grandchildren,
and one great-granddaughter. She is traveling this Fall to San Juan, Puerto Rico for
her only grandson's wedding. In addition
to the GMWC, Sally is also a member of
the Widow's Club where she coordinates
bus trips to various destinations twice a
year.

Sharon Beck
Sharon has been a member of the Club since 2009 and has been in charge of the kitchen ever
since. Affectionately known as the "Kitchen Queen", she is also the current Corresponding Secretary.
Sharon was married to George for 38 years and has two daughters and one son. She also
has six grandchildren and two great-grandkids. She retired from Hackley Hospital where she
worked for 37 years in the Purchasing Dept. In addition to GMWC, Sharon also is a member of the
Victorian Ladies Society. Her hobbies include crafts, antiques, and shopping.
Do you know where the long-necked stapler is? It was purchased last year for the yearbook, but now
it isn’t in the office. Please return it if you borrowed it.

AMERICAN HOME

Nancy Bierenga, chair

We still need more recipes for the new cookbook. A caller has been assigned to
every member, so you will be contacted again soon Remember the deadline is Sept. 15—
it’s coming up fast!
Remember that Everyone is invited to join us for our Sept. 20 meeting. We will
be learning bow-making. The bows can be used on wreaths or on gifts, so there’s something for everyone. You may bring your own ribbon (about 5 yards per bow), or
there will be some available at the club. Our meeting will start at 5:30 PM with a
mini-potluck supper. Bring some food to share. Beverages will be provided. Our service project this year is to do the holiday decorating at the club. Our fund raiser will
be the 100th Anniversary Cookbook mentioned above. Please help us make a great
book!
You do not need to attend every meeting of American Home in order to drop in for
the meetings that interest you. Join us when you can!
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

As noted in last month’s narrative, the post-war decade of the 1920’s was one of unparalleled
growth and development for Muskegon Woman’s Club, eventually culminating in a recordsetting membership of 600 by 1929. The burgeoning membership gave rise to a plethora of
new committees, particularly within the context of the Civics Department whose Child Welfare
Committee had attracted the attention of the federal government.
Another committee under the auspices of the Civics Department was the Amusement Committee, a misleading title that belies the seriousness of its work as its members were intent upon
ensuring that only high quality, edifying moving picture shows reached the audiences of our
fair city. To that end, members conducted a study of those currently being shown and concluded that there was a great need for improvement in their contents. In context with the local
Mother’s Clubs, a timely petition was directed to the Common Council demanding higher quality
picture shows. One may only imagine the shock and dismay of these dear ladies were they to
discover what passes as entertainment today!
The Committee on Homes and Housing Conditions worked diligently to improve the standard
of living among the poor and needy. At their urging, the Board of Health and Welfare secured
the services of a trained nurse-dietitian to assist families in her advisory role as a ‘Visiting
Housekeeper’.
As delinquency was an ongoing problem in the city, the Committee on Delinquent Girls successfully coordinated a wide variety of local organizations under the umbrella of the Federation
of Girls Clubs whose members worked in concert to improve the living conditions of young
girls thus eliminating to some extent the problems contributing to delinquency.
The accomplishments of the Committee on City Beautiful remain with us yet today! In hopes
of establishing a City Nursery at McGraft Park, members raised and donated the sum of $200
to the Department of City Parks making it possible for the Superintendent of Parks, Martin
Frizzel, to purchase 7500 seedlings and shrubs that were then distributed among the many
newly-formed parks and cemeteries throughout the city. Ninety years have come and gone
since then, yet many of those magnificent trees remain today providing solitude and shelter for
those who silently sleep below as well as shade to the children and adults enjoying our parks
today.
As members of today’s club, it is humbling to follow in the footsteps of such remarkable
ladies! Their work is not yet finished, however, as we, in gratitude and appreciation, accept the
torch they have passed, and continue the legacy.
What an exciting time for both our committee and the Woman’s Club as our very first history book is now
being printed. The process has been an incredible journey and truly a labor of love telling the story of these
ladies who have become so near and dear to my heart – their gentle spirit was ever-present inspiring and
guiding my writing.

Their story is also your story, Dear Ladies, and so I implore each of you to share in the debut of your history
book on Saturday, October 13, 2012 at the clubhouse – an historic day for our club as we also dedicate our Paver
Remembrance Garden honoring not only those dear ladies of long ago whose legacy we continue, but also those
who have enriched and touched our lives today.
You will be the first to view “The First Fifty Years – A Legacy of Dedication” and the beauty of Colette’s
artwork within, truly a masterpiece! The pleasure of your presence will add its own beauty and ambience making
it a PICTURE PERFECT DAY as we are hoping to have a membership photograph taken that day. Individual pictures will also be available. Please mark your calendars now.
THE MEMBERSHIP PHOTOGRAPH WILL NOT BE COMPLETE WITHOUT EACH OF YOU!!
Manners and Morals con’t. from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen
will return when there’s room...

GMWC
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Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Meetings at 7pm Place to be announced
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass.
September 4
October 2

Black Elk Speaks
Popular book choice

At the Club
At the Club
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Highlighting the Evening Department
The Evening Group of the Greater Muskegon Woman's Club has as it's purpose to provide a division
of the club to specifically meet the needs of members in the daytime workforce. The meetings are
open to all interested members, however. Meetings are regularly scheduled for the second Thursday
of the month at 5:30pm and include a potluck dinner. There are occasionally exceptions to this, which
will be highlighted in the newsletter and the yearbook (if planned in advance). This group is responsible for the October general luncheon. In addition, the group plans the Gingerbread House Fundraiser in November and the Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast in March. Other activities include soup
bowl painting for Catholic Charities in January and a joint meeting with the American Home group in
April. Meetings are devoted to planning these events or learning a skill (such as crocheting) or a
community speaker. Evening group also hosts an all club picnic in June at the end of the program
year. This next year the Co-Chairs will be Suzanne Carl and Deb Roest. Give one of us a call for
more information.

Evening Group in September
For our evening meeting on Thursday September 13, our presenter will
be Cynthia Horsly with Under the
Pines-Herbs and Gifts. Her business
specializes in handcrafted herbal soaps.
Cynthia will share with us some of the
basics of hot-process soap making. She
will show us the pour and cut process
and will explain the benefits of using handcrafted soap on your skin.
There will be a variety of soaps that
will be available to purchase the night
of the event as well.
All GMWC members are urged to
attend!

Philanthropy

Table hostesses are needed for the Holiday Evening by
Candlelight on Monday December 3 at 6:30PM. Members will be asked to donate appetizers and desserts for
the event and we need as least 15 ladies to host a table.
Hostesses are asked to decorate a table in a holiday
theme. We will have appetizers and punch at 6:30PM
and a program of musical entertainment will start at
7PM. To follow will be dessert. Hostesses may fill
their table, and we will invite the public also. The cost
will be $15.00 per person. This is a fundraiser for the
club so we need many people to help with this
event. Please contact Deb Roest at 744-1936 for more
information and how you can participant in this great
event for our club.

Carolyn Bowen

Please remember school supplies for Muskegon Alternative Ed as the recipient for September. They need pens (all colors), pencils, folders, spiral notebooks, erasers, and backpacks.
October is the baby shower for the Baby Pantry. If you have anything we could use as a door
prize, please bring it to the September Tea. Also, I am in need of gift bags, large paper grocery
bags, and donations of pastel candies. Please bring items to the Tea.

Philanthropy Schedule for 2012-2013:

Sept. - Muskegon Alternative Ed
Oct. - Baby Pantry Shower/Books for Babies
Nov. - Food Collection for MAP
Dec. - Sanctuary at the Park Nursing Home

Mar. - Pet Pantry
Apr. - Books for Babies
May - Every Woman's Place
June - Sacred Suds
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June BOD
The Strategic Plan update is finished and members are encouraged to stop at the club one of
the following dates to review the document. It will be voted on at the Oct. meeting.
September 4th 2012
7- 8pm
September 5th 2012 1pm-3pm
September 19th
noon-2pm

October 3 at 10:30 AM
Beauty of Hermes Scarves by
Nancy Morgenstern
Free
Oct. 17 at 10:30 AM
Studio Glass by John Rypma

PLANNING AHEAD...

Upcoming Dates with the
Friends of Art

Thanks to everyone who donated water carafes. We now have enough
to place 2 on each table.

Wish List






Flowers for Stage Urns
Sheers for Auditorium
Paper Grocery Bags for Food Drive
Christmas Cookie Tins
5 White Chairs @ $20 a piece
Money for any wish list item may be mailed to the club, attention Paula Martin. You do not need
to pay for an entire item—any amount toward one of the items is greatly appreciated. Or you
could gather some friends and donate the money for an item in memory or in honor of someone.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Birthdays

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

4
7
10
11
15
16
16
17
21
23
25
27
30

Julie Haines
Collette Klukos
Loribeth Clark
Marlene Dykstra
Heather Dean
Carol Thompson
Linda Griffith
Rebecca Andrie
Ruth Lofton
Deborah Matrone
Deborah Roest
Renee Caliendo
Rae Jean Erickson
Jennie Naffie

Birthstone: Sapphire
Fun Facts: Sept. always
begins on the same day of
the week as December
begins.

2
5
6
13

Shirley Green
Ann Caris
Ruth Hillman
Nancy Kinzinger

Birthstone: Rose Quartz
Fun Facts:
 The first Model T was
put on the market on Oct.
1,1908
 The first Sputnik was
launched on Oct. 4, 1957
 Columbus landed in
America on Oct. 12, 1492
 The Statue of Liberty
was dedicated on Oct. 28,
1886
 Nevada became the 31st
state on Oct. 31,
1864

