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President, Karen Andrie

Although it may seem a bit quiet at the club during the summer, it is
actually one of our busiest times behind the scenes. Many special projects are
underway.
Community Enrichment, Chaired by Florence Bright is working on a
history book due to premiere on October 13th for our first annual Remembrance
Day, marking our first 50 years in the history of the club and our community. This
is being written by Karin Carlson and illustrated by Colette Klukos.
American Home chair, Nancy Bierenga and her committee are creating a
cookbook in celebration of the 100-year anniversary of our first published cookbook.
The book will be collection of; new recipes submitted by members, Karen Peters’
American Home Series, and assorted historic selections.
Lindy Olechnowicz has formed a committee to finalize boiler bids and plans,
as our last fundraiser at Hampton Green Farm has brought us very close to our
financial target for that project.
Laura Martin and Angie Schuitema have agreed to conduct an internal
financial audit of our past 3 fiscal years.
Membership Chair, Julie Haines is refining our roster to track dates of
birth, and dates of joining the club. She is also planning a membership–drive
reception scheduled for August 22nd.
Communications Chair Rae Jean Erickson is developing new avenues of
publicity through social media, and overseeing our flyers for all upcoming events.
Current routine projects for our 2012-2013 fiscal year planning are also
underway. Our yearbook, strategic plan, and budget are being honed, and we hope
to have them available at our September Tea.
Thank-you to all that supported our Hampton Green Farm event, and Club
Pride (cleaning) Day. The club sparkles and we completed a videotape of our
valuables for insurances purposes.
I hope to see you all on the Port City Princess Cruise.
Enjoy the rest of the summer!

Upcoming Events
August
1
Port City Princess Cruise
12N
7 Book Talk
7PM
8 Evening Group at Dockers
6PM
15 BOD Meeting
12N
22 Membership Drive Reception
6:30PM
24 Newsletter and Website Deadline 5PM
September
4 Book Talk
7PM
5 Membership Tea
1PM
9 Club History Tour
2-4 PM
13 Evening Group
5:30PM
15 Recipe Deadline for Cookbook 5PM
19 BOD
20 American Home
5:30PM
21 Newsletter and Website Deadline 5PM

2012/2013 Board of Directors
Karen Andrie. President
Loribeth Clark, Vice President
Lindy Olechnowicz, President-Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair
RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair
Julie Haines, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Connie Tenkel, Immediate Past President
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large
Carolyn Bowen. Parliamentarian
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Julie Haines, Chair

Welcome to our newest members:
Melissa Slorf
16843 W. Spring Lake Road
Spring Lake, MI 49456
Home phone: 616-296-2021 Cell phone: 231-740-3768
Email: MeSlorf03@comcast.net

Birthday July 17

Remember the Membership Drive Reception on
Aug. 22 at 6:30PM. If you would like to invite
someone to join the club, contact Julie Haines.

MEMBERS CHANGES...
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Kay D. Meyers
2804 E. Bard Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49445
Home phone: 231-766-3241
Cell phone: 231-740-1944
Email: kaymeyers654@gmail.com

Last Reminder!
Membership Dues for the current
fiscal year are past due. If you intend
to renew your membership, you must
contact Julie Haines or Paula Martin
immediately in order to be included
in the new handbook. If you need a
payment plan, please contact one of
them immediately.
Email changes:
Kendra Andrie kendra.andrie@gmail.com
Rebecca Andrie rebecca.andrie@gmail.com
Sarah Andrie sarah.andrie@gmail.com
Address/phone/email changes:
Jill Barnes
478 Hancock
Pentwater, MI 49449
231-780-2620 & 231-730-4306
jillys@comcast.net
jillysgallery1@gmail.com

Underwriters Needed





The new handbook will be finished and printed in August. We need underwriters who would like to have
an ad in the yearbook to help offset the costs of printing. Cost is $25 for a business card-sized ad.
We also need underwriters for the new club cookbook. The cost is $50 for a quarter-page sized ad Only 4
will be accepted and there have been 3 submitted—we’ve got room for one more!
Remember that you can place an ad on the front page of our website for only $10 per month (6 month
minimum).
We also opened a special of $300 for placement in the cookbook, yearbook, website, and newsletter. The
yearbook is printing in the next two weeks, so deadline for being in all four is August 10.

AMERICAN HOME

Nancy Bierenga, chair

We need your recipes for the new cookbook. Even if you don’t cook
anymore, you may have a favorite recipe from the past or one from your mother!
Please get them to the woman who contacted you or to Nancy Bierenga or
Diane Buck. Remember the deadline is Sept. 15—it’s coming up fast!
Everyone is invited to join us for our first meeting of the 2012-2013
year. We will be learning bow-making. The bows can be used on wreaths or on
gifts, so there’s something for everyone. You may bring your own ribbon (about
5 yards per bow), or there will be some available at the club. Our meeting
will start at 5:30 PM with a mini-potluck supper. Bring some food to share.
Beverages will be provided. Our service project this year is to do the holiday decorating at the club. Our fund raiser will be the 100th Anniversary
Cookbook mentioned above. Please help us make a great book!
You do not need to attend every meeting of American Home in order to
drop in for the meetings that interest you. Join us when you can!
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson
1920-1921 A New Decade

1920 ushered in a new decade of unprecedented growth for Muskegon Woman’s Club with
membership eventually reaching the six hundred mark by 1929! During its first thirty years,
the ladies of the club had undergone an amazing transformation from quiet, unassuming
housewives and mothers into vibrant, dynamic, confident women. Under the auspices of the
Federation, these dear ladies unleashed this newfound power within their community, their
state, and their country, achieving unbridled successes.
And so, when a timely letter arrived at the clubhouse in early 1920 from the State Health
Department requesting their assistance, members were more than willing to do whatever was
asked of them. Sadly, it was a time when babies were dying at alarming rates throughout the
state and the country, and the State Health Department was seeking ways to curtail this alarming statistic.
Muskegon was a very different city then as ethnic neighborhoods dominated the downtown
area. When problems or illnesses arose, mothers had little recourse. Limited by a language
barrier and the unfamiliarity of a new city, they were unsure of what to do or where to go for
help while helplessly watching their children suffer.
No sooner had the letter arrived than members of the Civics Department developed an innovative way to help these struggling mothers – the establishment of Well Baby Clinics in
neighborhood schools throughout the city providing easy access to medical care. Women were
notified by mail of the time and place of the nearest clinic easily within walking distance of
their homes. There a nurse would evaluate each child on a regular basis. In the event a problem or illness arose, the child was immediately referred for medical assistance and mothers advised as to where the child should be taken. Interpreters were available as well. The ladies of
the club not only staffed these clinics but also raised the necessary funds to pay the salary of
the nurse. The Well Baby Clinics were amazingly successful as within the first year of their existence, there was a remarkable decline in the infant mortality rate of the city. Word soon spread
as newspapers across the country carried the story, and letters of inquiry began to arrive including one from the United States Government seeking advice that may benefit the entire country.
And yet, this was but one of many accomplishments in the early years of the decade as the
ladies of the club labored tirelessly in many different arenas. More on that in future columns.

Please Mark Your Calendars . . .

Looking back at the accomplishments of these remarkable ladies, it becomes readily apparent that in the past, their club
year was filled with countless celebrations – most of them centered on the simple joys of daily life. In hopes of recapturing the
magic of those bygone days, one of their timeless traditions will be celebrated at our October 13 th Remembrance Day Book Dedication Tea – Flower Day. Initially celebrated in May, Flower Day was later moved to the season of autumn in order to coincide
with the opening meeting of the club year. Whether spring or fall, the event was always celebrated in a clubhouse filled to
overflowing with beautiful flowers for the enjoyment of all. At meeting’s end, the bounty of flowers was lovingly gathered into
colorful bouquets for the ill and shut-ins throughout the city, a custom we hope to revive and carry on today and into the future.
Invitations to the Remembrance Day Tea will be extended to all who have purchased commemorative pavers that we may
gather not only to honor those who have gone before us in the past, but also remember and reach out to those in need of comfort and cheer today with lovely floral bouquets. As the club history book will also be released at the tea, guests will have the
first opportunity to purchase a copy.
And, so, Dear Ladies, each of you is cordially invited to attend our first ever Remembrance Day Tea at the clubhouse on the
afternoon of October 13, 2012 to take part in this delightful tradition of days gone by. As reservations are necessary, please
respond by October 1, 2012. You may do so by contacting Karin Carlson, 231.788.3050, or karinc1146@yahoo.com. Should
you wish to contribute flowers for our shut-ins, please refer to our Newsletter Wish List.

Manners and Morals con’t. from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen
Will continue next month
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Literature and Drama

Toni Seyferth, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Meetings at 7pm Place to be announced
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August 7
The Postmistress
by Sarah Blake
At Ruth Lofton’s home
September 4
Black Elk Speaks
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass.

Evening Department
The next Evening meeting will be held at Docker’s for dinner on Wed, August 8th @ 6 pm
Please note that this meeting will be on Wed and not Thurs. and also note the time adjustment.

Hackley-Hume Decorating
This year the Club has been
assigned to decorate the dining and
living rooms of the Depression Era
Scolnik House. If you would like to
help, please contact Carolyn Bowen at
780-3826.

Philanthropy

Carolyn Bowen

September's collection will be for the Muskegon Alternative Ed program which offers students an education other than a regular high school. Some are homeless, some have children they
are trying to raise, and others work full-time to help their parents and siblings. They have no
money to buy school supplies and the district only furnishes them with loose leaf paper. They are
in great need of folders, spiral notebooks, pencils, red, blue, & black pens, erasers, and backpacks. Meijer's is having a fantastic sale on school supplies this week.
Also, please keep the box tops and labels for education coming.

Philanthropy Schedule for 2012-2013:

Sept. - Muskegon Alternative Ed
Oct. - Baby Pantry Shower/Books for Babies
Nov. - Food Collection for MAP
Dec. - Sanctuary at the Park Nursing Home
Mar. - Pet Pantry
Apr. - Books for Babies
May - Every Woman's Place
June - Sacred Suds

June BOD Motion


Approved loan of several club items for members’ use. Reminds members
that any item to be removed from the club building must be approved by
the Board Of Directors, so plan ahead!

PLANNING AHEAD...
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Wish List










While the BOD has determined to go ahead with the purchase of pavers in honor of our
Founding Members, if you would like to help offset the cost to the club, they are $20 each.
We still need additional money for replacement curtains for the ballroom.
Money for seasonal flowers for stage urns—$125 per season (fall and winter still to be done)
Paper Grocery Bags for Food Drive
Glass carafes (Paul Mason wine bottles are great) for each table—18 more are needed
Christmas Cookie Tins for Bake Sale at Artisan Market
Money for Flowers as mentioned on page 3 of this newsletter
$281 each for two Urns for Front of Building
$154 for one pedestal for Front of Building

Money for any wish list item may be mailed to the club, attention Paula Martin. You do not need
to pay for an entire item—any amount toward one of the items is greatly appreciated. Or you
could gather some friends and donate the money for an item in memory or in honor of someone.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Birthdays

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

2
4
5
6
9
21
25
27
30

Barbara Boucher
Karen Panozzo
Claudia Nepley
Jill Barnes
Karen McMahon
Toni Seyferth
Sarah Rooks
Sandy Garrett
Kendra Andrie
Douglas Hughes

Birthstone: Peridot
Fun Facts: August 3 is
National Watermelon Day.
Aug. 5-11 is National
Smile Week.
Aug. 13 is National
Lefthander’s Day.
Aug. 15 is Lemon
Meringue Pie Day.

4
7
7
10
11
15
16
16
17
21
23
25
27
28
30

Julie Haines
Kathy Viculis
Collette Klukos
Loribeth Clark
Marlene Dykstra
Carol Thompson
Linda Griffith
Rebecca Andrie
Ruth Lofton
Deborah Matrone
Deborah Roest
Renee Caliendo
Candy Ashley
Rae Jean Erickson
Jennie Naffie

Birthstone: Sapphire
Fun Facts: Sept. always
begins on the same day of
the week as December
begins.

