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2012/2013 Board of Directors 
 

Karen Andrie. President 
Loribeth Clark, Vice President 

Paula Martin, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair 

RaeJean Erickson, Communications Chair 
Julie Haines, Membership Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 
Lindy  Olechnowicz, House & Grounds Chair 

Connie Tenkel, Immediate Past President 
Debbe Matrone, Member at Large  

Carolyn Bowen. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
July 
3  NO Book Talk 
11 Club Pride Day TBA 
12 NO Evening Dept. 
18 Board of Directors Meeting 12N 
20 Newsletter and Website Deadline  5PM 
 
August 
1 Port City Princess cruise 12N 
8 Evening Group at Dockers 6PM 
15 BOD Meeting 12N 
18 Newsletter and Website Deadline 5PM 
 

Congratulations to the new Board of Directors. Thanks 
also to those who finished their term of office. 

It’s been a hot and busy start to summer.  Preparations for 
our Hampton Green Farm event are underway as I write this.  All 
profits from the event will benefit the capital campaign, and we 
hope this gets us every close to our goal of our boiler. 

Our new board of directors has had its first meeting, and 
has chosen Debbe Matrone to fill the open position of Member at 
Large. Congratulations to Debbe! Please feel free to contact her 
regarding any issues that you would like to be presented at the 
board of directors meetings. 

I hope you are all having a wonderful summer and I look       
forward to seeing you at the up-coming club-pride day and our 
Port City Princess luncheon cruise on August 1.  

The President’s Pen                         President, Karen Andrie 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE    Carolyn Bowen, Chair 

AMERICAN HOME    Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 If you have either an historic or a new recipe to share, for our new 

cookbook, please email or give it to Dianne Buck , Nancy Bierenga, or the 
woman who called you. The deadline to submit a recipe will be September 
15. Our goal is to receive the cookbooks by the beginning of December so 
we can use them as Christmas gifts and so they can be available for sale at 
December events and at our meetings. If you own a store and would be  
willing to stock some to sell, please contact Nancy so we can get a better 
idea of how many to order. 

If you have not yet paid your membership dues of $100, please do so by July 15 to be 
included in the new Handbook.  Please address as follows: 

GMWC Membership Chair 
280 West Webster Ave. 
Muskegon, MI 49440 

Welcome to our newest member: 
Ashley Schnotala 
3154 Greisbach 
Norton Shores, MI 49441 
Phone # - 231-759-2103 
Cell # - 231-670-1188   email address - ajschnotala@comcast.net 

Underwriters Needed 
  The new handbook will be finished and printed in July. We need underwriters who would like to have 

an ad in the yearbook to help offset the costs of printing. Cost is $25 for a business card-sized ad. 
  We also need underwriters for the new club cookbook. The cost is $50 for a quarter-page sized ad. 

Only 4 will be accepted. 
  Remember that you can place an ad on the front page of our website for only $10 per month (6 month 

minimum). 

Membership Changes: 
New email for Sandy Garrett:  leemarie254@gmail.com  
 

Ruth Lofton 
Ruth joined the club in early 2009 to meet women of the community and also to get involved in community 
activities as she and her husband had just moved to the Muskegon area in 2008 from Kansas.  Her husband 
Harold was transferred here by his company.  They have two children and one grandchild, Olivia. 
Harold and Ruth love Ballroom Dancing, watching sunsets at the Lake, boating, traveling, and spending 
time with Olivia.  Ruth is also active with the Women's Division of the C of C. 
 
Paula Martin 
Paula has been a member of the club since 2008 and has been treasurer since joining.  She is employed by 
Mercy Health Partners at the Hackley Campus in their computer department.  Paula is the mother of two, 
grandmother of five, and also comes from a large family of six sisters.   She is very active and you will rarely 
find her home between playing tennis, golf, mahjong, cards, traveling, etc.  She is also a member of the 
WDCC.  

ABOUT OUR CURRENT MEMBERS... 

mailto:ajschnotala@comcast.net
mailto:leemarie254@gmail.com
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Manners and Morals  con’t.  from the book Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen 
Hat in Hand 
 Keep your hat in your hand when making a call. This will show your host that you do not in-
tend to remain to dine or sup with him. In making an evening call for the first time, keep your hat and 
gloves in your hand until the host or hostess requests to lay them aside and spend the evening. (1875) 
 
Waiting in the Parlor 
 While waiting in the parlor for the person on whom you have called, do not thump on an open 
piano, nor walk about the room examining pictures and other articles (1889) 
 
Looking at Your Watch 
 It is in bad taste for a caller to preface his or her departure by consulting a watch, remarking, 
“Now I must go,” or insinuating that the hostess is weary of the visitor. (1869) 

     Last month found our dear ladies of the club in the midst of a fray battling 
crime and vice on the home front while war raged in Europe, and America     
struggled to remain neutral. All attempts at neutrality failed, however, and 
America was thrust into the conflict as the country rallied in support of its 
troops. Of course, the ladies of the club were no exception, and so they              
immediately organized a Red Cross Auxiliary at the clubhouse where they        
gathered every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon to sew badly needed        
bandages and surgical dressings for wounded soldiers at the front. Local         
businesses lent their support to the effort by donating sewing machines to the 
ladies. Soon they were busily engaged in sewing pajamas and knitting sweaters, 
not only for the boys, but also for the many nurses serving at the front.  
     When Muskegon’s first regiment of soldiers, Company G, prepared to ship out, 
the ladies hosted a wonderful farewell banquet in their honor followed by a       
Patriotic Ball for troops in training at Fort Custer and the Great Lakes Naval    
Academy. They also continued their efforts behind the scenes by raising money 
and donating supplies to the military families left behind and creating            
light-weight scrapbooks to send to convalescing soldiers in Europe reminding 
them of home and the cause for which they fought.  
     As the war intensified, scarcely any family remained unscathed by its deadly 
toll and the world mourned its dead on a scale never before experienced in the 
history of mankind. Here at home, the ladies compiled an ‘Honor Roll of Sons and 
Husbands in the Service of their Country’. Published in the Daily Chronicle, the local 
citizenry rallied behind their local boys with prayers and missives and packages.  
     When the President of the United States urged Americans to restrict their 
food intake due to the dire shortage of food, the ladies of the club stopped serving 
refreshments at their meetings, a practice continued until long after the            
Armistice was signed in 1919. As the coal shortage deepened, both the number 
and duration of meetings were severely curtailed and the clubhouse sat dark and 
empty - a solitary symbol of war’s stark reality. 

Days Gone By       Karin Carlson 



Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Meetings at 7pm  Place to be announced 

 

August 7  The Postmistress   by Sarah Blake 
 At Ruth Lofton’s home 
September  4  Black Elk Speaks   
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 
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Philanthropy             Carolyn Bowen 

Please remember to save labels and boxtops for education and place in monthly contribu-
tion basket or give to me. You can find them on General Mills, Betty Crocker, Old El 
Paso, and Campbell food products.  Thank you for your support.   

Those who attended had a great time at the picnic in June. The food was fantastic, the 
entertainment was a delight, and the company was enjoyable—what more could we 

ask! Thanks to the evening group for a great evening! 
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We are asking for members to provide names and addresses for the upcoming new-membership 
drive reception.  Please email Karen Andrie at Kandrie@andrie.com or Julie Haines at 
jhaines04@comcast.net.  We will be sending out invitations to this event  

Evening Department 
The next Evening meeting will be held at 
Docker’s for dinner on Wed, August 8th @ 
6 pm 
Please note that this meeting will be on Wed 
and not Thurs. 

Do you have a few extra hours and a little extra energy that 
you could use to do some needed repairs on the club as the 
needs arise?  Lindy is willing to continue as Chair of Building 
and Grounds, but she’s very busy building houses this summer 
and fall, so she needs some help with the day to day mainte-
nance. This would be a perfect way for a couple to help—or 
you could offer to pay a handyman you know to help out. 
Some examples of repairs are: install a handle to the side 
door so it will close securely, change light bulbs (not the ball-
room - they’re too high), paint touch-ups, etc. 

Meijers' has General Mills Golden Graham Treats and Chex Mix Treats now with Dou-
ble boxtops.  These are great for snacking, but notice that it is a limited time offer! 

Please Help! 

mailto:Kandrie@andrie.com
mailto:jhaines04@comcast.net


Page 5 

V
o

lu
m

e
 I

II
, I

s
s

u
e

 7
 

G
M

W
C

 

A Victorian Evening 
 Over 60 people enjoyed A Victorian Evening at the Hampton Green Farm. 
There were tours of the horse barns (including a visit with several new colts), a 
Dressage Demonstration by several horses and riders, and a tasty dinner. 
 Watch here for details, pictures, and results next month. 

May BOD Motion 
 Motion made by Dolores Brondyke, seconded by Carolyn Bowen, and unanimously approved 
 to accept Deb Matrone as new Member-at-Large 

 Carolyn Bowen needs paper bags from Meijers for November Food Collection (Meijers will 
give extra bags to customers upon request). Bags are needed by October. They will be distrib-
uted at October meeting with a list of food items needed 

Wish List 
 We still need some money for tablecloths. So far our donation totaled $100 

and the cost of enough tablecloths for all our round tables is about $225. 
 While the BOD has determined to go ahead with the purchase of pavers in 

honor of our Founding Members, if you would like to help offset the cost to 
the club, they are $20 each.  

 We still need an additional $100 for curtains for the ballroom. 
Money for any wish list item may be mailed to the club, attention Paula Martin. 



Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

2 Barbara Boucher 
 Karen Panozzo 
4 Claudia Nepley 
5 Jill Barnes 
6 Karen McMahon 
9 Toni Seyferth 
21 Sarah Rooks 
25 Sandy Garrett 
27 Kendra Andrie 
30 Douglas Hughes 
 

Birthstone: Peridot 
Fun Facts: August 3 is 
National Watermelon Day. 
Aug. 5-11 is National 
Smile Week. Aug. 
13 is National 
Lefthander’s Day. 
Aug. 15 is Lemon 
Meringue Pie 
Day. 

2 Laura Martin 
14 Diana Hicks 
17 Sally Patton 
25 Denise Kanaar 
26 Sandy Gunn 
27 Carolyn Bowen 
28 Becki Coles 
29 Suzanne Carl 
 
Birthstone: Ruby 
Fun Facts: July is not only 
National Blueberry Month, 
it is also National Baked 
Beans Month, National 
Hot Dog Month and 

(YAY) National Ice 
Cream Month! En-
joy—there’s some-
thing for everyone. 


