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September 
7 Membership Luncheon  12 N 

8 Book Talk Reorganization Mtg 6PM 

21 BOD     12 N 

23 Newsletter Articles Due  5 PM 

25 Bugs & Trucks and Heroes (p 2) 2 PM 

October 
5 Luncheon    12 N 

6 Book Talk (potential—day may change) 

19 BOD     12 N 

21 Newsletter Articles Due  5 PM 

27 Member’s Halloween Rental (p.   ) 
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The President’s Pen                 President, Pat Camp 

Hello GMWC Members,  
 September fast approaches and will be here before we 
know it! 
 Our sculpture got moved to the front of the building and 
it looks fine there for the time being. Once the Art Museum has their new entrance put to-
gether, we will decide on new placement so the bricks are again visible. 
 We’re still hoping the W will be tiled in the entryway soon. 
  Brad and Kathleen Playford, with their new company, Barry’s Landscaping, have 
redone the landscaping on the 2nd Street side of the building. It looks really fresh and  
lovely. 
 We’ve also been busy with invisible things. The boiler room downstairs has needed 
to be cleaned for many, many years. The board has discussed that since Karen Andrie was 
president, but nothing much came from it. In August we had a new HVAC Contractor in to 
give us an estimate on flushing and renewing our boiler and he had some great ideas for 
fixing that room up. We’re getting an estimate on getting help with the clean up.       
Meanwhile a badly needed sump pump will be installed before the end of August. Once 
that’s done Mark from Mr. Heat & Cool will come to refresh the boiler and add a thermo-
stat that can be operated remotely (It will also alarm to let us know if the temp is too cold 
because the boiler doesn’t come on so we won’t have broken pipes again). Mark also       
recommended having insulation and water-proofing put on the ceiling to protect the wood 
from further damage (though it is really in amazing condition considering how old it is).  
So those things are all in process. We also got an estimate for adding air conditioning to 
the ballroom and we have a couple contacts who are interested in paying for that.        
Hopefully we’ll be able to have that done by next summer. 
 Thank you to Pam Caris, our Activity Chair, who arranged several of the Victorian 

Ladies members to greet and host the cruise ship visitors at the club this summer.. 
 It’s been a busy month. And now we’re looking forward to the real beginning 
of our new club year! I hope to see many new faces at lunch on the 7th!  
 

Pat Camp 

2022/2023 Board of Directors 
Pat Camp, President 

Holly Nolan, President-Elect 
Kay Olthoff,  Vice President 

Hannah Olechnowicz, Imm. Past Pres. 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Elisa Hopper, Member at Large 
Pam Caris, Activities Chair 

Audrey Link, Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Please welcome our newest members: 
 

Alyssa May lives in Twin Lake with her husband Steven and daughter Olive.  Her hobbies are travel-
ing, service work, volunteering and reading.  She is employed by the United Way of the Lakeshore and 
says she is very passionate about service work.  Her family loves to spend time with family and friends, 
travel and be outdoors.  She is looking to be a part of other organizations and clubs where she can   
better utilize her free time in our community. 
 

Alyssa May, 5880 O’Neil, Twin Lake, MI  49457  Phone 231-740-5805  
 

Next is Angela Goliday-Tatum, who lives in Muskegon as do her three children and six grandchildren.  
She belongs to Port City Football and Cheerleading Club and is a Big Red Alumnus.  Her hobbies are 
spending time with her grandchildren and canvas painting. 
 

Angela Goliday-Tatum, 1187 S Sheridan, Muskegon, MI  49442 Phone 231-736-3907 
 

Next is Rachel Gorman.  She lives in Muskegon with her husband Brennen and belongs to the Greater 
Muskegon Jaycees, Parties in the Park Board, Muskegon Civic Theater Board, LEAD Muskegon, and 
Nelson Neighborhood.  Her hobby is event planning.  She is the Director of Development at Pioneer 
Resources and is a Commissioner in the City of Muskegon. 
 

Rachel Gorman, 1078 Second St, Muskegon MI 49440  Phone 231-670-9880 
 

Next is Yvonne Wilson who lives in Muskegon and has two children and one grandchild. She belongs 
to the Shoreline Victorian Ladies Society, Fellowship Church and is a Hackley and Hume guide.  She is 
also a Hospice of Michigan volunteer.   
 

Yvonne Wilson, 1840 Francis, Muskegon 49442  Phone 773-8323 
Email: 4voni@comcast.net.  Birthday 7-16  Cell phone 740-8402 
 
Please make the following correction in your yearbook: 
Peggy Peckham—address 4034 Stamford Drive—Muskegon 49441 
 

Coming up will be info about other new members—their contact info is in your new yearbook: 
Ann Funk 
Ken Johnson  
 

As most of you know, our long-time member Florence Stahl passed away in August. 
 
Congratulations to Tabitha (Johnson) who was married in August.  
Her name is now Tabitha Muskovin—contact info is correct in your yearbook. 

Thank you to the these ladies for their time representing GMWC by welcoming the Pearl Mist to 
Muskegon. Gail Merrill, Pat Camp, Lexy Larson, LuAnne Forsyth. 

mailto:Yvoni@comcast.net
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In Days Gone By                          Karin Carlson, Historian 

 Traditions Old and New 
     As the years continued to unfold, club life took on a familiar cadence     
consisting of celebrations, traditions, study, and papers presented. By the turn 
of the century, the dreaded Pronunciation Committee had been discontinued 
due to the newfound proficiency of the ladies, much to the relief of all. Much 
like now, the club year began in the fall and continued through May at which 

time officers and committee chairs presented their Annual Reports recounting their 
accomplishments for the year, then filed for posterity. Though this tradition is no 
longer in practice today, these reports provide not only interesting reading but also a 
font of information about the early club.  
      Another tradition that developed early on and continued for many years was that 
of extending the courtesies of the club to wives of English-speaking clergy. Quaint as 
that may sound now, Muskegon, at that time, was a community of immigrants, all of 
whom settled in ethnic enclaves or neighborhoods of the city, each with its own   
businesses, churches, and native language spoken. Hence, the caveat ‘English-
speaking’. 
     Philanthropy, always an integral part of club life, continued; in particular,       
fundraisers for equipping the new Almshouse hospital. Following a series of        
fundraising card parties and dancing parties, a one-of-a-kind fundraiser was held in 
February ~ ‘An Evening with Douglas Malloch’. Unbeknownst to many, the          
acclaimed ‘Lumberman’s Poet’ was born and raised in Muskegon during its           
lumbering days which provided fodder for his future poetry. A personal friend of 
charter member, Martha A. Keating, it was at her request that he drafted new lyrics 
for our state song, Michigan my Michigan, for the Michigan Federation of Women’s 
Clubs Convention held here in 1902. Sung for the first time at the convention, the  
beloved lyrics soon replaced the original funereal verses and continue to do so today. 
Open to the public, the program played to an appreciative sold-out audience. 
     Yet another venerable tradition, President’s Day, was also celebrated in a unique 
way that year. Early on it became the custom that on fifth Fridays the President 
would provide a program or entertainment for the membership. And so it was that 
President Jessie Hammond, for the first time, extended an invitation to the children of 
club members with the caveat that ‘those not having children may borrow one’. Little 
did she know that this would evolve into a tradition that would last for decades. Soon 
after, the ladies of the club hosted a Christmas party for the little ones living at the 
Children’s Home replete with delightful plays, programs, refreshments, and a gift-
bearing Santa Claus. This beloved tradition was adopted by the Junior Club in 1926 
when they began hosting Christmas parties for handicapped children. In 1962 the  
decision was made to host a spring Easter party in lieu of a Christmas party as the 
little ones were often overwhelmed at Christmas time with attention and gifts.       
Beginning in 1911, hosting parties for children continued until 1972 when the last  
Easter party was held. 
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LIFESTYLES          Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment        
 

Book Talk  
 

 We will plan to have a reorganizing meeting on Sept 8 at 5:15 (early so 
we can join Dine Out at Carlisle’s if we wish) at the club to pick day, time, and 
location for future meetings.. 
 Lorie Hawkins will be the group coordinator. 

 On Monday, August 8 we met at The Station Grill where we ate eat on the patio. We had a 
great group and enjoyed our food, the location, and the conversation. 
 September 7 will be our next Dine Out. Carlisle’s in the arena, next to Rad Dad’s is open to 
rave reviews, so we’ll gather there after the brief Book Talk meeting at the club. We’ll gather about 
6PM and plan to order by 6:30. Please let me know if you’d like to join us. 
 

 In addition to dining out together, this group has traditionally been in charge of cultural 
enrichment for the club. There has been interest in a basic sign language class. We will plan to put 
that together to begin, hopefully, in late October. There will be an interest sheet at the luncheon for 
you to sign. Details will come out in the next newsletter. 
 There is also interest in another water painting class, so I will work on details for that as 
well. 
 The sister of our member Gail Merril, P.J. Johnson, will hold a wreath making class at the 
club on October 12. 12-2PM. The cost is $40. Reservations may be made by calling P.J. Johnson at 
231.924.4655. Prepayment is necessary to assure your seat. 
 The Crafty Michiganer will teach a class on beach glass Christmas Tree on Sept. 30. See 
Deb Roest to sign up for that class if there is still room.  

Hosting a Wreath 
 The Muskegon Museum of Art has once again asked us to host a wreath for their 
Festival of Wreaths this fall. There is no cost to the club but does bring awareness of the 
club and draws attention to us. If, however, we would like to keep the wreath after the  
viewing/voting, the cost is $400 as this is a fund raiser for the MMA. We would enjoy   
having some new holiday décor at the club, but since that isn’t in the budget, we are looking 
for one, two, or four people who would be willing to help us pay for the wreath. In order to 
have it fit our Victorian theme, we may find our own decorator for the wreath. If you would 
like to be considered for that or if you know someone who would be interested, please get 
hold of Nancy soon so we can let the Museum people know of our interest. 
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Upcoming Events 

United Way Day of Caring 
Each year the United Way of the Lakeshore hosts a Day of Caring in September. If 
you are interested in helping, More information, including volunteer sign-up can 
be found here: https://www.unitedwaylakeshore.org/day-caring 
At least a couple of our members will be there and some will be wearing their 
GMWC shirt! If you’d like to purchase a shirt, contact Nancy at 231.730.0887. 

Dreamscape (October 28 & 29th) 
 

It will be a Halloween party to remember. Costumes are highly encouraged but make sure it’s 
one you can be comfortable in for a few hours. Doors open at 6:30pm. Festivities and the show 
starts at 7pm. By “festivities” we mean food, drinks, music, DJ, acrobats, LED performers,      
jugglers, magicians….you might even see a stilt walker! And by “show” we mean prepare to be 
immersed into a mind-bending story performed by talented actors that you have to figure out…
or else! So in the tradition of Halloween, prepare to be frightened….but also have an extremely 
fun time! 
 

So don’t miss out on the theatrical party that everyone will be talking about!  
 
Our member, Sam Prince, is organizing this event. He will also be looking for some silent     
auction items—proceeds to go to the club! 

https://www.unitedwaylakeshore.org/day-caring
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

4 Julia Haines 
6 Carrie Green 
10 Loribeth Clark 
11 Brenda Jeisy 
16 Rebecca Andrie 
17 Ruth Lofton 
23 Deborah Roest 
27 RaeJean Erickson 
30 Jennie Naffie 


