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Happy Holidays to all!  
 
 Festivities are in the air at the club that started with Karen Peters 
and American Home demonstrating bruschetta holiday appetizers. They 
were delicious. If you havenõt made it to an American Home meeting you 
are missing out on one of our clubõs best experiences. Check your yearbook 
calendar and be sure to attend. 
 Thank you also to Lindy Olechnowicz who has beautifully deco-
rated the club for the holidays. She has also been busily attending to many 
building needs. From the boiler to the electrical and plumbing, she has 
been diligently caring for our aging systems. 
 Deb Roest is underway with  òBuild a Gingerbread Houseó. Thank 
you to Deb, and evening group for such a wonderful community holiday 
event. 
 I would also like to thank Toni Seyferth and the drama students 
from North Muskegon High School for their excerpts from òArsenic and 
Old Laceó at our November Luncheon.  It is so nice to see our young peo-
ple in the community involved in the arts. 
 Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving, and please 
plan to attend our Christmas Tea on December 7th. 

2011/2012 Board of Directors 
 

Karen Andrie. President 
Nancy Bierenga, Vice President 

Paula Martin, Treasurer 
Suzanne Carl, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Stacey Bierling, Finance Chair 

Julie Haines, Communications Chair 
Carolyn Bowen, Membership Chair 
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 

Lindy  Olechnowicz, House & Grounds Chair 
Connie Tenkel, Immediate Past President 

Loribeth Clark, Member at Large  
. Parliamentarian 

Upcoming Events 
December 
6 Book Talk 7PM 
7 Christmas Tea 1PM 
8 Evening Dept. TBA 
21 BOD Meeting 12N 
23 Newsletter Articles Due 
January 
3 Book Talk 7PM 
4 No General Club Luncheon 
 Winter Club Pride Day            9AM-3PM 
10 Hackley House Un-decorate 
12 Evening Dept 
18 BOD Meeting 12N 
 Newsletter Articles Due note date change 
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American Home       Chair, Karen Peters 

 

Enjoy this recipe from this monthõs American Home meeting! 
Almond Spread 
8 oz. cream cheese 
1/3 C real mayonnaise 
1 1/2 C grated Swiss Cheese 
2 T green onion sliced fine 
1/3 C slivered almonds 
1/8 tsp. white pepper 
Mix all together and spread in a buttered pie plate. Garnish with additional almonds. 
Bake at 350° for 15 minutes or until cheese is melted and slightly browned. 
 
The next American Home meeting will be on January 14 when we, with the Commu-
nity Enrichment Committee, host a Young Women of Greater Muskegon Expo here 
at the club. Contact Karen Peters for more information 

Meet  Diana R Hicks 
 PO Box 26 
 Montague, MI 49437 
 Phone 231-894-8967 
 Email hicksd1@sbcglobal.net 
 Birthday July 14 
 
 
Another of our new members is Laurel Sass. She is the daughter of member Carolyn 
Bowen and has lived in Muskegon all her life. Laurel graduated from Mona Shores High 
School and Muskegon Community College with an Associates Degree in Business. She 
hopes to someday further her education, but right now her family and two jobs keep her 
quite busy. She married Peter Sass in 2007 and they welcomed their first child, Isaac 
Roger, this past January. Shortly after Isaacõs birth, she was offered the position of  
General Manager  of the new Watermark 920 Convention Center. That keeps her busy 
with morning and evening events, including some all-day events that require her    
presence. Laurel also works for Scott Publications editing a bi-monthly magazine. Her 
hobbies include reading, photography and exercising in her spare time.  
 

Welcome, Laurel! 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE           Carolyn Bowen, Chair 



Our History Book                  Karin Carlson 
  Please ôShare the Spiritõ of the incredible women who have graced the halls of G.M.W.C. and 
be a part of its remarkable history!  
    Please share your stories, anecdotes, memories, and tributes of your own, your 
friends, and your relatives by contacting me. Thank you so much in advance ~ I look 
forward to hearing from all of you so that we can make this the best book ever! 
     Karin Carlson 
     4511 Arbutus Court 
     Muskegon, MI 49442 
     231.788.3050 
     karinc1146@yahoo.com 

From Days Gone By      Karin Carlson 
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1913 ï An Historic Year!   
 

     What an exciting year for this young Club! For the second time in scarcely a decade, 
Muskegon Womanõs Club hosted the State Convention here. Unlike the first time, however, 
their Club House was now complete and ready to welcome visitors. As one of the very few 
Club Houses in existence at the time, it must have been a shining example to others of what 
a determined group of ladies can accomplish when they work in concert for a greater good.  
     1913, however, proved memorable in other ways as Muskegon Womanõs Club went 
down in the annals of club history that year all because of a timely visit to Chicago by a club 
member the previous year. Visiting a sister club there, Mrs. F.W. Foote was amazed to dis-
cover that unmarried daughters of members were eligible for junior membership in the Club. 
Upon her return to Muskegon, the idea was warmly received by our ladies as an opportunity 
for community leadership and service for their daughters.  
     And so, under the guidance of Mrs. Sarah Jean Heap, ôMuskegon Young Womenõs 
Guildõ was organized with eight members including the Misses Fannie Steketee, Martha 
Towner, and Frazelle Boucher and went down in history as one of the very first of its kind 
in the State of Michigan! 
     Initially, the fledgling group was rather loosely organized and met only occasionally in 
the homes of its members, their primary role ushering senior club meetings. Much like their 
mothers before them, burgeoning membership soon made meeting in homes impossible. 
Unlike the nomadic senior members, however, they found meeting room in the lovely Club 
House.  
     From this small beginning, Muskegon Young Womenõs Guild went on to become a vital 
force in Muskegon Womanõs Club and recorded its own history of amazing accomplish-
ments in the coming years.  
More about these accomplishments next time . . .  
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�<�R�X�·�U�H���,�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�« 
Advance note of  an event that is not in the Handbook 

 On Wednesday February 8 the Womenõs Division of the Chamber will 
be holding a Game Day here at the Club at 12Noon. They would like to have 
our members join them. There will be a $5 per person charge for a soup and 
salad lunch. A variety of  games will be available or bring your own. RSVP to 
Nancy at 744-8343. 
 


